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oath, and thorefure jn his case the rmission must

&he Chureh Simes,
"HALIFAX, SATORDAY. OCTR. 18, 1966, |

CHURCIT AWFATKS,

Tix pest week has Leen oevupied l»{ the mnj ity
of the Clargy of the Diocese, in attending tho tust
noss connected wih tho Annund Mecting of the
Dictesan Church Society, and with the Lusinves of
the Diocesan Smembly, which commeneed ita fitst |
regular mesting, vr Cenvention of the Clergy and »
Laity on Thursday morming at o Lishop’s Capl, |
The wholo preceedings are of wuch interst, and |
will have cunsequences of geeat importauce in the |
futuro history of the Piovineial Chavdh,

Tho Rev. J. My Camplell delivered an execilent
discourre on Sunday morning in St. Paul’s, on e |
balf of the Diseewan Chareh Sweicty, after which s
colleetion sros taken in oil of ats funds, which |
amounted to £18 10 ¥, 'Thomermon in the evene |
ing was prescbed by the Tev. T. I Whitom—und
tho collection taken amonnted to £3 19 7, The ’
Ruv. II DeBieis preached at St. Luke's in the !
morning, in the same beball, The collection realized |
tho sum of £10 10 3.

On Tucrdny the Business Committeo of the Dio-
~esan Aoty met ot tho Episcopal reddence, to
preparo the burincas procecdings fur the deliberation
of the Amecmbly on Thuesdag.

Pursuant to previous notive, the [loly Communion
was celebrated at St. Paul’s un Wednesduy morning,
tho Clurgy and many of the lay represcntatives of
the country porishes, being proent. In tho after-
noon, at 2 ¢ 'vluk, the Annual Meeting of the Dijos !
vesan Charch Soiety, for the despatch of business,
was held at the National School.  The wecting was
numcronaly atteoded by the Clergy, all of whom
are members by right of their offico, and Uy the
Laity of the rural parisbes, who bad como to town
purposcly to take an interctt in the eccleriastical
proceedings of thoe wiek.,

Tho busiuess of thoe meeting was opered with
prayer by the Lord DBishop.  Tho Annual Report
was read, reccived and adopted.  Varioue sutjucts
of un interesting nature conecrning the operations of
the Swicty, wore diccuseed.  Vive mewbers weso
clutad for the executive Committee in place of tho
vutgeing mewbers—a  resolutivn gw«.d providing
that the next agnual sweeting should take place in
June justend of Octuler.  Nitiee was ulso given of
a4 Resolutin to changa tha modo of election of !
Mewbers of the Exceutive Committee at the annual
meetingy, and thanks were voted to the Clergyinen !
who had preached the annualSermons at St. Paul’s and
Sto Imke's. The Naciety then adjourned tu meet
tn the evening ut the Temperanco Hall at half-past 7,

‘The Temperunce 3lall was well filled in the ere-
g, pursunant teadjrurnient. $ho Chuir was taken
Ly lis Lordship the Bishop at T o'clock, and the
neeting opened with the usual prayers for the Divine |
Liersing upun the labors of the Socicty, &e. Much
interest wus manifested in the proecedings. Tl

Lizhoyp, in bis opening speech, adverted to the va- {
tious cljvets which had engaged the attention of the
Sceiety during the past jear, and which its funds
bud been oppliel to promote—bo instanced, 3
something uetw in its operations, the engazement of
the servie:x of a colportour, with the derign of dis-
seminating useful bterature, and Bibles and Prager
Birks amwng the peeple.  They bud been furtunato
in olduining, during the college vacution, the servi-
¢33 of one of the students in that capmeity, and althy’
the experinent hod  been neces-arily  lwited 29 to
t: and tv a small piction of couantry along the
western shore, it had been ewinently successful, as
evinced by the grest demand for Bibles 2ad religious
pablications.  1le then adverfed at eonsiderable
leugth to tho gradual withdrawal of tho asistance of
t'e Suciety for the Propagation of the Gospel, addu
cing evidence in proof which voght to have weight
with the most reeptical, of their wtention o Jeave
this Diocese toits own rosourcer. ‘Uhis had teen
duno in the Dioceso of Toronto, nnd similac nctifica- |
tion bad been given in New Brunewick, and olse.
where. It was, thercfore, the bouwaden duty of
burchmen to uphold the Diocesan Church Sueicty
as the means of supplying that avistanee, of which
ey would soon be deprived,  Whatever might bo
the cluims of other Societics, they should lvok upen
this us the Socisty of the Church, acd as such iden-
utied wits all v objects, its interests, and its wanyg.
s such it ought to e first iz their offietions, and
engaze their chicf support. His Lordship concladed
sn cmently practical and interesting address by
calling upon the Scerctary (Hev. E. Gilpin), o
1al tho Reput

Il Report thus dispased of, & gonwes of Reso-
lu icne, beatiag apun the operatwns at the Society, |
Weto passcd, prefaced and supported with excellent

t
[

Mored by Mr. Tupper, of Aylerford, seconded by
Dr. Deamm, of Brdg water.” No. 2.~Muved by
Rev. Mr. Arnold, Sydusy Mines, seconded hy Rich.
and Siith, Esyg., of Rawdon.  No. X.—Movel by
*ol. Puyute, u} Bridgetown, eeevnded by Ruev, Mr.
Forsythe of Allien Mines,  The Reeslitions were
interspersod with singing, amd a clletion was taken.
t wus generndly vewarked that the spoeches wero
never invrd fletive, and that e platfirm of the
Dincosan Church ¥ ddety exhibiied upan thy present
ccesnion 8 fagh degree of oratorical excelenee.
wax the first wppeurstee before the pablic in belnlf
of the Sudery, of several of tha speakers—may the
loug Lo enabled to continuo therr exertivns on Tnchalt
ol o gl avausy. Tha eollection Gken at the
meeting amsunted to £18 15 0,
Afer the parayy of the Resdutions, o Dogology

wassung, and the w~emblags Mirmisecd with the
Apatidie Bonudietivo.
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DIGCESAN ASCEMDLY.

Mornng Sarvics was held at the Bishop’s Chapel
vit Thurelay, att:c which tho Seseiun of the Dinecsan
| Axcembly was opened by the Bichop with prayor,
. "The Clergy ook their places in tho body of the
j Chured, en the right of the chair, the laity on thy
{ lefi. It being ascertained that more thin a quatum
of Loth orders wero presont, thy Assembly procoodud
to businses,

The Rev, E. Clilpin tas chosen Sceretary by the
Clergy, and J. W Rowlay, Faq by the Luty.

Thu Clerical Seeretary enlled tho roll of tho Cler
8y, when 33 answered to their namox

The Lay Scerctary ealled the rll of the Repre-
sentatives from tho various Parishies, whea it appear-
ed that 22 parishes bad sent 27 Representatives,

A Cammittee was appointed to exauning the Cer-
tiflestes of tho Jay reprosentatives— .hich reported
subsequently that all olP them had been foand correct,

Tho Bishop sddressed the Assembly, comparing
the attendance of the threo past yoars une with the
otbor, showing that every year thery bad been an
increase. ‘This wus in reality the Ist regular mect-
ing of the Divcesan Assembly, und bo could not
fuckear exprossing bis pleasure at the lirge uttends
atce—~at tho lnst wmoeting it had been his opinion
that it would be better that no mecting should tako
placo thit year, Lut wembirs of the Asscmbly
thionght differently, and bo was glad to find that they
had judged aright of the interest in s institution. —
He waa sotry however to etato that cin Digeese aould
not bo mid to Lo strictly unanimous in its favor,
Lut tke opposition was culy kept up by a fow agita-
tors, who fuund bus Kule evuntonance from the ma-
Jurity of the people, while of the Clergy only cight
had expresscd themselves as having any objection to
its institution  The Bishup referred to the objections
that had been urged to somo passages of o letter
wiitten by bim to the majutity of the Parisbiouers of
8t. Paul’s, which bad heun distorted into somno: hing
very different to that be meant to convey, which was
not that #ll those who wers oppesad to tuo institution
of the Synod were carcless of the Churel's vitality,
fur thers wero po duubt some who objected from
guite wonscientivus  wotives, whose zeal for the
Church wus un-juestivned. It hud also Leen aieerted
that a 1 jority of the Diveeso were opposed to the
Syood ; but becould ooly say that if 82t wasstrangs
that such a number sbould appear hero to teko purt
in its business—iC ho thought so bo should certainly
not destro its continuance 3 indeed he would bhave
o objertion as a test of public opinion, that instead
of its mectings being bienuial, they should bo called
at such stated times as a2 wajority of the parishes
shoald desire. It was n wistaken ides to suppore
that he had ever used any power that ho yossossed to
influcnce the uiterndunce of uny of its meimbers, every
ane of whow cane freely according to the dictates of
s conscience, and as a senss of duty prompted. —
llis Lordship referred to the Canonical Oath, and to

the objections that had Leen ueged by writers w the |

Clurch Witness, who bad churged him with claiming
an unduc abedience fiom the Clergy to their Ordinary.
His Lordslisp entorud into a jusitication of his views
with referenca to the oath, which it would be admit.
ted must be binding in sowe senso that would justify
his observation that it was not ** an open question.™
Ho stated to the Agsembly the courao be bud pursued
with reference to these attacks, und again advesting
to tha writer of them stated with referance to lns
not baving tuken such an vath, that the recorda of the
divcese had been examined 10 ascertsin what instauces
of tho kind existed, when it was found that only
three clergymen appeared thove as not having tuken
the casonical outh in this Divecse—the Rev 4.
Townsend, Rov. Geosgs Morris, and Bev. Dr. Ro
hertsun,  Uf these thu Rov, G, Townsend lad af
frmed that ae bad certainly teken tho canonical

It

bare Leen accidontal,  Of the other two it appesrcd
that the Rev. U. Morris had never be-n lioansed in
this Diccese, and that the Rov. Dy, Reduttsoit wasio-
ducted hera withuut taking the cath or making any
| m‘wcrirlinn—qu irregularity which, had it cocurred

in England, might at any timo involve serious eon-
vispences both to the Bishop and elergyraan,  All
the arguments usad against tho exprestion in bis
Ietter renlly smounted €9 no merw then he had stated
y therein—tho oath must be considered an suseaptible
of any interpretation that it woull bear—~and any
further di-cussion om the point was & wasto of tine
Ilis elergy would bear hin out in the asscrtion thit
hs bud never fnposed any uonccessary burdeon upen
them—-and ke bad nover yot had oscasion to call up-
on any of them to do anything vpon bis canonioal
ubedience—or infringed (’n any way upen the liburty
lin possensed of ueting aceording to the slictatus of his
oonwience Mo pegretted that the Eiditor of the
Church T¥itness should havo wen judueed to pur-
ruto @ courso that was caleulated to prdduce etrife
where there vught to be barmnny—aud tecommend.
vl to tho clergy snid hity to tako carw that thelr own
paper,which pursucd 8 moderato course, with no desire
I tnmingle in contruverrial divptes, should not syffer
I berausa it would nat follow the bad example of cthers
" Theassumption un the part «f the Parish of St.
Pacl'sto oloct their Chairman at Parish meetingy,
was then eommented on. It wight give occasivn to
other parielics tu follow their example, aud bis snc-
tion might Lo asked to their proceedings. In fuct,
bowever, bo bad nct the Jumt power to interfere,
for whatever the Parishioncrs chiose to do, it did not
alter'tho law, which impsed the duty upon the
Rector. If ho dulegatc(l for tho time his power to
another it might not affeet the logality of tho pro-
ccediugs, but tho right still remained as Leforo, and
could not bo sssumed by others. It ahowed the
weakness of the position of tho advocates of tho
change in St. Paul’s, that they declined an offer to
test tho qrestion boforo the hﬁ?l tribunals—and that
they thuught of applying to the Provineial Legista-
ture for the power they did not themselves possess~—
thus in effect acknowlodging that they wera wrong,

His Lardship ulluded ta the objections to the Sy.
ned on the ground that it affocted the Queen’s su-
premacy, &c. In this case, all they hud to consider
wag, wero they acting against her Majesty's desim.
His Lord:hip referred to the suthorities that had
been cited in favoer of Provincial Synods, and quoted
tho opinions of wminunt lawyers, and from Mr. Lo
Loucliere’s despateh, in order to provo that there
was no fmmediate necessity for a law of tho colonial
legislaturo to sanction their proceedings. Thero was
no ground 5 question their right to meet snd consult
upon their own affuirs, Thoy must not suppose that
they would not meet with opposition—they would
find it in overy clfort to do goo-fzr to dispel error—
and ho would have somo doubt of the goudness of
their cause, and bo much astonished, if overy thing
went sioothly with their undertakings. Lot them
however toke care that it did not proceed from them-
seives.  Fuair honest opposition should not disturh
them, and might by productive of benefit if pursued
in o xpirit of moderation. They should pray that
they may bo actuated by a right spirit in all things.
They bud met yesterday together tu contmemorate
the comwmunion of the body and blood of our Lesd,
anid as membery of one communion be called upon
them to uct with Lrotherly love and affection towards
cach other - They were thero to speak their honest
opinivn upon a} matiers that should evtae before
them, und to act 88 they thought best for the wellare
of tho Church in this dioceses

His Lordship after concluding the address, of
which tho abovo is but an imperfect sketch, laid the
teport of the Business Comuitteo before the meeting.

"Tho varions Resolutions embeaced very impertant
topics, all of which wero disoussed with an evident
dotermination to arrive ab a just conelusion.

A Resolation separuting the Chureh in P. E,
» Island from being represented in the Diveesan Synod
| for the reasons wlated therein, was proposed for dis-
| cuséivn at the next Assonbly, aed carried afer
somy discussion

A Tesolution proposing Regulations for tho trial
of offending Clergymen, was passed unanimously by
the Laity and by a Jargo majority on the part of tho
Clergy. It was then proposed that the Report by
printed for further consideration, which was met by
an amendment. that tho Report be discussed clause
by clause by tho Asewnbly, and afterwards printed
fur further coosideration,

Tho Assembly adjourned at half-past onc and met
agnin at half-past 2, when the prewmblo and tho sov-
eral clavses of the Report underwent dircussion, and
were ordered to bo printed in tho Chiwck Zimes.

Conversation took place on the dispossl of glebo
lauds, and the Bishop sabmitted o the judgment of




