
334 TE MARITIME PRESBYTEIAN.

great noed substantially as it bas been put
by anotiier, ', Ve want ini this age abovo
ail wanls, fire, God's holy firo burnixag ii
the hearts of men, stirrinu thoir brman,
impellirsg their emiotions, thiriiling in their
tongues, glowing in their counitenances,
vibrating i» thoir actions and t ssing ail
their gifts and attaininents into elle burn-
ing 3trea-ii. Every accessory, evory in-
strunîcîît of tisefuinesa the church has now
in sucli a dcgree anid of such excellence as
was never known in ainy age before, and
now we %vanlt but a suprenie arsd gloriou8
bajptisn (,f tire to exhibit tÀo the world
sucli a spcCtaCle as %vould mise ten thou-
saî,d hallhiujahs te the glory of ourKin,,.

Appreciating thon the colossal niagitude
of tic work whiclh lias been laid upcrn the
church by this commission, reali-zing that
it requires tile niost diligent, selfdenying,
sustauîîed and devoted effort on the part
of the church and of ail bier miembers, and
feeling the abs..a necessity tsf exclusiv'e
lopendence upon forces of superhumana

powver lut us ahl lay to hieart nmore fully
tlîo precept of our text, &" Go ye into ail
the wc#îld and preach the gospel te every

But lîaving tises considered thechuracter
and reqsiireineîts, ef tho great comnmissioni
lot Ili ipecify,
!il. é$ume reasunor n'iy il shoudd be execitedl
as speedilll a"poilt

Aîid iu this coîîîsection 1 observe that
wo 8hotild îreach the gospel to every
creatur3.
Z, Recause right fi autlsority demaîis -il.

Uhiueustionably this is thse will of our
exalted Lord. It is His command, clearly,
exshik-ity and repeatedly given. These
ntrt bis instructions issued in circumastances
whicli are fitted te carry thein home with
power te evory litart. It is the wvork for
wbieli He souglit to prepare ]lis iinniediate
followers during the whole pcriod cf Hia
personal iiiturcuurse witli tliciiî. His di-
rections with reference to it iningled with
thoso patlîetic parting counsols which feli
fri-c flis lips at the communion table.
It iii thl ast conîmtand whichi lie addrossed
te theni bef',re Ho retumed te Hia Father;
a coiniand wliich we might say was upon
Ris lips na Ho thisappeared from the gaze
of 4is disciples. WVe rocogîlize the pathos
and feel thse power of the precept, 41,Do
this iii re'îienbrance uf me," as wo-study
it ini vieiv of tha tact that it feUl frvm Hi.
lips on "*the saine night, on which He was
betrayed ;" and ought wo net for a similar

reason te yiold to thse force of thse consid-
eration that Hie comimission to His church
te preach the gospel te evèry cre«ture was
giî'en to Hia di3uiples and reiterated in
their htaring. after Ho had finished trans-
gression, made an end of sin and brought
in an everlastisîg righteousness ; after the
seal ef His resurr-,3ction had beoîî put ulion
lus completed work and just on the vory
evo of His departure fi-cm the world and
Hia return to His Father. Wo should
therefore bu in haste te preach the gospel
te every creature because rightf ni aýuthor-
ity demnands it.
2. Another reason why we should prompt-
]y execute this commnissioî s:

.Becaasse of the extremitj; qf tise iol
neecl aud of the conîplete ad«aptatùmn of tihe

gpe othici nced.
The desperate disease of humanity'a sin

calîs loudly fer an adequate remedy, and
Infinito wisdom, grace* and power have
furnished the very remcdy which is needed
in the gospel cf Jesus Christ. Tîjat the
remedy 18s thoroughly adapted te every
phase of the disease is apparent fi-cm a
comparison cf its provisions wîth the illa
to be treated. Are ail îuankind out ef
liarmony with a God of [ntlnite purity and
rectitude, and suhjected to the btrokes of
His displeasure? The gospel î,roclaimis
reconciliation thi-ougis the N'ood cf Christ,
ând redeniptioîî thi-ougîs His cross and
passion. Are moen net only alieuated
from GOd but aiso, depravedl and wic- ed
Tbo forces which centre iii the gospel are
potent enough to effect their renovation
snd cenupleto transformation. A"- thes
heathen almost every-whore infatuated
after their vain objecta of worshilb? The
gos 'pel nuakes ample provision fer turning
them fi-os their dumb idols to serve the
living God. la Pagan scciety universally
infected by these nierai and spiritual
plagues which the apostie se graphically
delintates in the first chapter tif the epistie
te thse Romans ? The gospel ha power
te reniedy them ail, and it hias detnonstra-
tiens its effectivenesa once and again upun
thse field ot huinan oxperience. Under iLs
colestial influences the self-indulgent have
boconie seif-saeriflcîng. the unchaste pure,
the unrighteous holy, the covetous boue-
v'olenst, the malicious kindly, t1se.envieus
charitable, the quarrelseine peaceful, the
prouci lowly, the disobedient- dutiful, and
thse lia- truthful, se that to these in every
comsnunity where tins gospel has re*Uy
triumphed it may b. sud as it wus said, to

334


