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THE BUSINESS SITUATION

SVinnipeg. Saturday, Feb. 20

it

Business I8 Incroasing In volume as
the season advances. DBullding pros-
peets for this yoar in the city are
excollent. The erection of soveral
more large business blocks has been
announced, making a govd list of
blozks, the erection of which is al-
ready assured. This warrants the ex-
pectation of a brisk demaund for build-
ingg materlal and the employment of
Jabor to u considerable extent. Work
on the new city waterworks and
street improvements will also  give
employnent to i large number of
men. The outlook Is thereiore for a
particularly active season in the city.
The graip movement has increased
considerably, but a large percentago
of the grain moving “has - been off
grade stuff, owing to varying degrees
of damppcss. Out of 251 cars inspect~
ed at Winnipeg last week, 140 were
“po grade”” which means damp or
tough grain ‘Thero Is increasing ap-
prehension as to the kecping quality
of a portion of the crop, after warm
weather sets in. Many farmers con-
tinue to hold their grain for higher
prices, though there appoars little
prospect of any wmaterial change in
wheat values Jor some time in the
future. DBank clearings at Winuipeg
continue in excess of like perlods in
previous years.

WINNIPEG MABRKETS

Winnipeg., Saturday, Feb. 25,
(All quotitions unlees otherwise spocl.
ficd, are wholesale for such quantities
as are usuglly taken by retail denlers,
and are subject to tho usual reduction
on la.r?r quantitics and %o cash dis-

counts.
BICYCLES,

Evidences are becoming manifest of
the opening of a new bicycle season.
Prices are very much lower than a
year ago. Many of the stundard high
grade wheels will sell from $15 to
320 less than last year. On the cheap-
er wheels of course such o
big cut cannot be made. Chizap-
er grades of whgels will s2ll from $5
to 515 under last year’s prices, ac-
cording to grade. With this big re-
duction in tho prico of standard wheels
there will likely be a mueh largor
sale of the bettor class of wheels, in
preference  to tho buying of cheap
wheols. as the difference in prices be-
tween the high grade standard wheels
and cheap wheels is not now nearly
so groat as formerly.

BLUESTONE BOOMING.

The big advance and  continued
strong  market for bluestone miakes
this commodity worthy of further
specind mention, though it has  been
twice referred to at length in recent
issues of The Commercial. The market
continues very firm, due to the big
advance in copper, .of which blue-
stone Is a by-product. At New York
cor lots are held at 53-4 to Gc, at
which price it could not be sold hore
at less than 6 1-2 t0.7c. Local dealers
have been selling out their.stocks at
ridiculously low prlces, compared with
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THE COMMERCIAL

uow It ig said slocks in the local mar-
ket are about exhausted. The demand
for Dbluestoiie 1n Manitoba Is very
large for the spring trade, as the pro.
duct is largely used here for troat.
Ing seed grain to prevent smut. A
constderable portion of the spring re.
quirements have alrcady heen filled,
but ghould the domand continue there
wlll have to be n big advance in  the
local markot, as new suppiies will have
to be brought in at the Incroased cost.
Winnipeg jobbers had o geod chance
to make big mouey on bluestone this
season, but they have throwa it away,
as they usually do, by refusing to take
advantage of the market. TRetail
dealers who have purchased thetr sup.
plies of bluestone, should hold for rirm

prices. as tho market warrants their ’

making a good profit on this commo-
dity. If they have to replenish stocks
lnter, they may find that they will
have to pay about 6 1.2¢ for it, Instead
of 4 to 4 1-2c as ruled for earlier pr-
chases.

FUEL,.

Tho screw was glven another turn
on anthracite coal this week, prices
‘being advanced 25c¢ at Duluth and Chi-
cago to $5.25 per ton for stove size,
cqual to $8.25 for car lots on track
Winnipeg. Some local deplers, how-
ever, gtill continue to delfver -2oal in
retail quantities to consumers at 38
per ton, which shows an apparent luss,
cn the basis of present cost to import,
of 25¢ per ton, in addition to cost of
delivering and other business expenses.
Other dealers are trying to secure 2n
advance in prices. Of course thera Is
a.counsiderable difference in the qual-
icy of different coals. Wood fuel js
abundant and easy in price. The
Canadian Paci{lc railway has reduced
the freight rate on cordwood, equal to
about 25¢ per cord, which will enable
those holding wood on that line to
compete to better advantage with the
lower priced cordwood which has been
coming Into the city from points on

_the new Southeastern rallway.

the cost t0 lay down new stocks, and ‘

GROCERIES.

The ouly change in the local mar-
ket this week relates to tobacco. The
little tiff among jobbers in regard to
tobacco has been arranged. T. & B.
and Prince of Wales have heen ad-
vance:d, but not to where they were
before the cutting started. Package
asui tins have been reduced -fc to 6c,
protty much all through the list. Ca-
ble advices have continned to report
a firm market for Japan rice. Patna
algo has advanced and new crop Bur-
mah has been reported offered rath-
er sparingly. Dried fruits are advan-
cing, particularly for prunes. Recent
advices from Brazil state the coffee
crop this year is some 25 per cent.
lass than last, in which case, with a
greater consumption, there may bean
advance in prices.

GREEN TFRUITS.

Mossina lemons have now arrived
and the market Is now stocked with a
good quality of this clnss of lemons.
California lemons are also offering.
Apples continue very scarce, several
dealers being practically out of stock
this week, or coufined to a very lHmit-
od variety. Spies ave held at $5.50
to $6, the latter figures for anything

. Oranges are easler. Prices
ars: California  mnavel  oranges,
$4.00 to $4.25 as to size, Mexican
oranges, 83 to $3.25 per box;
bananas, per bunch, large $3 to {3.50:
modium, $2.25 to $2.500 Messina lem-
ons $§4¢ to $4.50. as to quality. Cali-
fornia lemons, S4 to $4.50 per box.
Apples; sples, $5.50 to 36 barrel. Other
varioties obtalnable $& to $5 as. to
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Guality. Almeria grapes, nominal; froz-
en cranberries, $6.00 per barrel;
cranberrics, unfrozen, $6 barre!; cocoa-
nuts, $1 a dozen; Slelly filberts, large
11 tv 13¢ per pound; Grenoble wal-

nuts, 15¢: ‘Tarragona  almonds,
14c; peanuts, green, 10c; roast-
ed, 12¢. pe-an nuts, 12¢ 1b.; shell.

ed walnuts, 24 1-2 to 26c per pound;
coml honey, $2.15 per dozen sections;
strained honey, 81-2 to Yc per pound;
maple sugar, 11 to 12c; apple cider,

1 85¢ per gallon in barrels and half bar-

rels; Californin flgs, in boxes »f ton

bricks, $2 per box: dates, 71-2¢
per pound; celery, 40c¢ per dozen
bunches.

HARDWARE.

There are same changes in prices,
all In an upward direction. In fact
the strong tone of the market for all
staple lines continues. In this branch
of trade everything seems to be get.
ting into the hands of trusts in the
manufacturing department and com.
petition is being crushed out. Along
with the formation of trusts there
iz a considerable speculative ele.
ment at work which hag affected pri.
ces on several leading commodities.
While prices have geuerally advap.
ced coiisiderably of 'late, they are
stilt low on many jmportant staples,
compared with what they were a
few years ago, for it must be repiem-
bereid that prices were at o very low
ebh before the recent advamnce. I.o-
eally shot Is 1-4¢ higher. Linseed
oil has advanced 2¢, and plaster is 25¢
per barrvel higher, ’

LUCMBRR.

Tndicutions pouint to a good season’s
trade. The mills are better »upplied
with tumber for the spring trade than
they wero a year ago, as they have
more lomber mm the yards and they
also have mure logs at hand Lo begin
cutting early in the spring, so that
they uare thercfore, not likely to he
tied up as they were last spring on
acvount of inability to sccure logs ow-
ing to low water. Nothing has been

MANITOBA
SIDING ..

Is the best covering you can find forall
large Dbuildings such as  Storchouses,
Elevators, cte.

90000000000

it 1= Fire-proof, tightning
proof and Durable

Adapted to all conditions of weather
—the patent telescopic side lock by which”
the shicets are fitted together allowvanyr for
all contraction and expansion.

By a special arrungement the upper
sheet only is mailed where the top and
bottam overlap, allowing the under sheet to
slip up if the butlding settles.

Write for further inforination about this
reliable Siding.
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Metallic Roofing Company ¢
LIMITED 1:

1135 KING ST. ., TORONTO b4
T1t0s. BLACK, Ai_:cnt_, Winnipeg. x
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