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THE COMMERCIAX,.

Oommarcial Federation.

Thoe following is a synopsia of tho prize
essay writtan by J. G. Colmer, C.M G., on the
Commorcial Federation of the Empire in
connoction with ThoStatist thonaand guitoas
competition on tho suhjest. The essay was
published in full 1n The Statist of May 20d.

The schome may be divided into four parts:

1, Tho granting of preferontinl treatmout
to Coloniatl and Iadian productsin the United
Kingdom. 2. Preforential  treatment of
British products in the Colonies and India.
8, Tho additional revenue so derived to form
s fand, it the Mothor Country and the
Colonies and India agreo, with a viow to im-
prove aud supplement the defonces of the
Empiro outside the United Kingdom. 4. Tho
formation of a Colonial Council to give the
Colonies a greator voice in Imperial affairs,
and to provide for the admiuistration of the
fund.

1. It is suggested that in the United King-
dom small spoetfic duties should be placed on
cortain enumorated articles, about twonty in
number, when imported from foreign coun-
tries—similar imports from the Colonies and
India to remain duty freo, as at present
That the proposals ate modorate in their
nature will be undorstood when it is stated
that tho duties, with one or two excoptions,
are oquavilent to an advalorem duty of about
8 por cont. on foreign imports of tho articles
spocified. On foreign wheat and flour a re-
vival of the duties in force up to 1859, of
about 1s. por quarter, is recommended. The
imports in 1891 of the enumorated articles
from foreign countries wero valued at £85,-
539,791, and from tho Colonies and India at
£14.938,850. The duties. it is anticipated,
would realise about £2,700,000.

The enumerated articles ara live animals,
meats, cheess, buttor, wheat, flour, hempand
other fibres, ivory, undressed leather, sugar.
unrefined and refined, wool, tallow, seal
skins, fish oil, logwood, mahoianv, aund nuts
and kernels for oil. It would have beon easy
to mention many other artirles produced in
the Colonies on foreign imports of which
duties might be imposed, such as india-rubber,
indigo, farinaceous substances, ornamental
foathers, fish, fruits, gutta-percha, hides,
palm oil, rice, furs, skins, silver and tin ore,
wino and wood. But, in the judgment of the
writer of tho essay, Commercial Federation
will have a greater chance of immediate
adoption and suceess if it is inaugurated on a
moderato basis.

It i3 also proposed to reduce by one-half the
existing duties on imports from the Colonies
and India of cocoa, coffeo, and tea, the duties
on the foreign imports of those articles to re-
main as at present. This arrangement of the
existing tariff, with a reduct.on of 5 per cent.
in tho daties on tobacco from all countriss,
would mean a decrease in the revonue to the
extent of about £2,000,000. It will be scen,
therefore, that tho schomo involves, roughly
speaking. a net increase in revenue of the
United Kingdom of about £700,000.

It is urged that an increase in price isnot
likely to result from the placing of duties on
foreign imports of the ecumerated articles,
at any rate to tho extent of the proposed
duties. In every case there would still bea
considerable importation of the different
cormmodities from the Colonies and Iudia.
As they would remain duty free, the supplies
coming from within the Empire would
dominate the markot, and, with the foreign
competition, have & tondency to provent the
increase in prices which perhaps might
follow if duties were_placed upon such im-
ports from -all countries. .

2. As the fiscal systems in tho Coloniesand
India are so varied, and the nature of their
trado oxchangesso difforent, it has apparently
+  found difiicult to maks any proposal for
gaviuy preferential treatment of a uniform
character to Britishimportsin those markets,

in return for tho concessions suggested on tho
part of the United Kingdom, Itis, thaerefore,
roccommonded in the essay that the Mothor
Country should take the initiative in tho
mattor, inform tho Colonies and India what
advantages the United Kingdom 18 propared
to offor to tho imports of the articles enumor-
ated from within thoe Empire, and ask what
concossions of a preferental charactor they
would bo prepared to extond to imports from
tho United Kingdom over imports from
foreign countries. It is belioved that corres-
pondonco of this nature would pavetho way
for an Imperial conferonco, at which tho de-
tails of the proposals would be discussed, and
definito arrangemonts agroed upon, by which
in overy part of tho Empire thero wonld bo
proforontal treatmont, on a modorato scalc,
for Inter-Imperie trade. Thoschume, which
is o3sontially iu the nature of a *‘family
arrangoment ' botweon the Colonies and
Possossions and the Mcther Country, would
naturally bo subject to alteration from time
to time, as required, in the interests of all
the parties concerned.

8. Assumivg that the colontes were propar-
od to grant proferontial troatment to British
trado, (upon which no doubt appears to exist
in viow of tho resolutions of the Ottawa Con-
ferance), assuming also that India was ready
to follow their example, and that thoy re-
arranged their tariffs in favor of British trade
in a manner satisfactory to the United king-

-dom, it i3 fair to assume that additionat
revenue'in tho colonies and India, equal &t
least to tho net amount of additional revenue
(£700,000) to be raised in the United King-
dom, would be forthcoming. In one of the
appendices of the essay a suggestion for the
apportionment of tho £700, among the
colonies aud India is made This would pro-
vido a fund of nearly £1,500,000 per annum,
the joint contribution of the colonies and
possessions and the United Kingdom, which
it is suggested could be used to supplement
and improve the existing defences, inclu. ug
graving docks and coaling stations, .. the
outlying parts of the empire. Among ther
things the maintenance of guard-ships in the
leading ports of the empireis proposed. These
vessels would be useful not only for harbor
defence, but in connection with the trainin,
of naval militia, which it is believed coul
easily be formed in the leading maritime
ports of the empire. This force would not
only be valuable locally, but would be avail-
able for drafting on Her Majesty's ships that
might be opperating in the neighborhood of
the colonies in time of war, :

4. 1n oraer to give the colonies a larger
voice in the affairs of the empire than they
now have, and to enable them to participate
in the administration of the proposed fund
for defence the formation of a colonial coun-
cil is suggested. It would consist of the Se-
cretaries of State for tho Colonies, Foreign
Affairs, India, and War, tho First Lord of
tho Admiralty, and the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer, the Colonial Secretary being presi-
dont. The High Commissioner for Canada
and the Agents-General of the self-governing
colonies—or such other persons as the colonies
might appoint—would be membors of the
council. It would be as ils name implies 3
council in which the colonies would haves
voice through their representatives in regard
to any matters arising out of preferential
trado arrangements, and upon all other sub-
jects in which the colonies they represented
had the right to consult, or be consulted by,
the Imperial government,

The only serious obstacle of an interna-
tional character in the way of carrying out
tho scheme is contained in the restrictive
clauses of the commercial treaties with Bel-
gium and Germauny, which obliges the colon-
1es to admit imports from those countries on
tho samo terwns as those from the United
Kingdom. By tho actionof the most-favored
nation clauses in other treatigs this obliga-

tion is mudo moro or lessgoneral, As British
imports from Belgium and Germany aro
greator than Briiish exports to thoso coun-
trics, and as, ovon if tho objoctionable clauces
woro cancollod, tho colonies could still be
mado amenable to tho goneral most-favored
nation claugo,whioh forms part of tho treaties,
it is suggestod that if tho proposition were
mado to the countries in question thoy would
profer tho modification of tho treaties rather
than their abrogation. Tho treatics avo ter-
minable in any caso on twelve moiths
notico.

. Rotaliation on the part of foreign countries
is not anticipated as the result of the schemne,
as their import dutiecs arenow as high,genoral.
ly speaking, a3 they can bo made, and any
inorease would react ou the countries thom-
solves, Besides with tho Lmpeorial Customs
Union in oxistonco, & policy of rotaliation
would hardly be lightly undertaken.

‘The following are somo v the advantages
which it i3 claimed would ‘be derived by the
mother country on the one kand and the
colonies and possessions on the othor, from
the adoption of & scheme of commercial
fedoration., It would bring the mother coun-
try into closer union with the colonies. By
giving preferontial treatment, on a moderato
scale, to British trade within the limits of
the empire, the bond of unity would
be material as well as sentimental. By such
proference the ductrines of freo trade that
prevailin the United Kingdom would not be
seriously ondangered, and freer trade than at
presont would be made possible within the
empire. On the other hand, the British

manufactarer would retain thscontrol of the .

rapidly increasing colonial .msrkets. There
would be & unity for the deferce of the out-
lying parts «f tho empire, and « colonialcoua.
¢il for mutual consultation on matters of
general interest.
ever would boattracted to the colonies. Fmi-
gration would fl:w in larger numbers to their
shores and increase the demand for British

3. Tho investment of capital in the
colonies would be encouraged, and their
powess of production be so increased that the
United Kingdom would year by year depend
less mpon foreign sources for her food
supplies.

Attached to the essay are several statistical
appendices, illustrating the commercial affairs
of the empire, and showing that, relatively
speaking, tho trade of the
with the colonies has been increasing in s
groater ratio than the trade with the other
parts of the world.

England’s Newspapers.

Tho London Timessays: ‘- There are 483
newspapa~ published in London. and 1,837
in therc . :f England; Wales is responsibls
for 100, Scotland for 226, Ireland for 169, and
the British Coast Isles for20, a total of 2,355. Be-
sides these the magazines now in course ol
publication number 2,097, of which 507 are
of a religious character Over 200 of thew
magazines were produced for the first time
during the past year. It isestimated that
£1,000,000 a year is spent in advertisements,
and that 1,500,000,000 copies of nawspapn
are sold annually in London alone,”

P

Bret Harto's now story and Jeromo H
Jeromo's latest piace of fiction have both bz
sccured by The Ladies’ Home Journal for
immediate publication. Jerome's story i
called *Roginald Blake; Financier aad
Cad," and sketches an_incident in fashion.
able London saciety. Brot Harte calls his
story **‘Tho Indiccrotion of Elsbozh,"‘snd
pictures the romance of a goung American
who fallsin love with a German princes,
masquerading as a dairy maid,
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