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Conmmercial Fodoration.
The foliowing is a SYnIopsis t tuei prizo

esxay writtmî byJ. G. Colmer, C.M 03., outVie
Commercial Poêderation of the Empire lci
ceunection witiî 'rile Statièet tlîe',lqall, gliiîloas
compotitioii oi thoeujot The oesay %va;
puab]ished in fulli n T1ho Statiqt of XMay 2nd.

Tie sehome emay lidvidled ite foir parts:
1. The gratuting cf pretoreutial treatmneait

txa Coioîiiat aud t ifliaa productc1 ini tho United
Ringdom. 2. Preforontial treatmont ef
flritislî products in clie Colonies aud India.
3. Tàho additional revenue su deriveit te terni
s fumît, if the iM'xtlior Country and the
Colonies anîd ludia agree, %vith a viow te in-.
prove snd suppiement theo dotoncoq of the
Empire out8idu the United Ki ngiton. 4. Tho
formation et a C,lo»ial Ceuîicil te gire the
Colonies a greator voicu ln Imperial affaira,
ait te provido for tho administration et the
fund.

1. It is sugggested tîxat in the Uinited King-
domi smnall speciflu duties shoulat bo piacoit on
certain emîumurated articles, about twenty la
numnbor, w-heu importod frein foroigu colun-
tries--simnilar importa tramn the Colonies and
India te romnain duty trec, as at present
That tho proposais aie moderato lui their
nature wiil bie undorstood when it is stated
that the dutios, with onie or two exceptions,
are equaviteoutte au advaloromt duty ef about
8 pur cent. on toreigii importa et tho articles
apecified. On foreign wvloat sud fleur a re-
vival et the duties la force up te 18,9. et
about ls. por quarter, is recomuunded. Tho
imports ln 1891 cf the enumorateit articles
irom foreigia countries wPe valueit at £85,-
539.791, alld frein the Colonies sud Indic, at
£11.958,350. The difties. it is anticipated,
would rualise about £2,700,000.

The ouumorated articles ara live animais,
muats, cheese, buttez, wlieat, fi rer. hemp sud
othur fibre3, ivery. undriedi loather, sugar.
unrcfined sud refined, wool, taliow, saia
skins, fi3h oit, lo&wood, mahoéanp, sud nuts
sud kernelsfor cil. IL woîid Yavoen eagy
te riention many othor artirles produco in l
the Colonies on foroign importa et 'ivhich
dties mightbo irnpcsd, such as india-railior,
indigo, farinaceus substances, ornamentai
teathers, fish, fruits, gutta-percha, bides,
palmn cil, vice, furs, skias, silver aud Lin oru,
wine sud wood. But, in the judgmont ef the
writcr ef the essay, Commercial Fedoration
will have a greater chance of immodiate
adoption sud succes if iL is inaugurated ou a
moderato basis.

It la alse proposeit te relucoliy onu-liaitE the
existircg duties on importa freinc thre Colonies
sud India ot cocoa, coffeu, aud tes, the duties
on the foreiga importe et thesu articles te ru.
mnain as atprusent. This arrangement«tthe
uxisting tariff, with a reduct.on of 5 per cent.
lu tho duties on tebacco tram ail ceunitrias,
woulitmean a decreaso ln the revenue te the
citent et about £2,000,00a. It wiIl lic seen,
thurefore, that tho soliome invelves, roughly
spoakiirg. a n et increas lu revenue cf thu
United Kingdom ef about £700,000.

la is urgei that an increaso lu price is net
Iikely te result frein the placing ef duties on
!ereiga importas et the oaumurated articles,
at any rate te the mitent et the proposed
dties. In every case there weuiit stihi1 boa
consideralile importation et the differout
comusodities frein tho Colonies aud India.
As they wouitromain duty frac, the supplies
comiug rtra within the Empire wouhl
dominatu tho inarkot, sud, with the foreiga
conapetitien, have a trindoncy te preveat the
increase ln price whlch perhap3 might
foilow if duties woe placeit upon allch im-
ports frein -aIl countries.

2. As thu fiscal systoins in the Colonies sud
India are sa varied, sud the nature cf their
tradexchan,&wso differeiit, iL ha appareatly

eound difficaît te makô any proposai for
&&àj preforuntiai treatinunt ef s unitormn
character te British imports in those markets,

in return for the concessions auggested on tho
part of the United Kingdom. Iti8. theretore,
recommended ln the msay that the Mother
Country alhu1d taire the initiative ini tho
matter, inform the Coloniecs and ladia, what
advaisages the United Kingdomn is prepared
te offor te the i mports nf the articles enlumer-
ated frrnm within the Empire, and ask ivhat
enicossqions of a proftrental cliaractor they

woulcl ho proliarod ta extend te importe treim
tie Unitod Kingdoni over imports frein
foreign counitries. It is believed tijat carres-
pondonce ef tiiis nature wvould pava tho ivay
for au Imperial cotîterence. at ivhioli the do-
tails of the proposais wvould bie disoussed, and
delluite arrangements agroed uipon, b.y which
Ma evory part of the Empire thora wonld lia
proferental treanrent, on a modierato aie,
for ltnter-Imnpor trado. Tiiesoe, which
is esseîîtially ici tho nature of a Il amily
arrangement " botwcn the Çolonieil and
1>ossassons and the Mcther Country, would
naturally bo subject te atteration tromn time
te turne, us rcquired, in the intoests of ail
the parties concerned.

8. Assumiug that the colonies wero prepar-
od te grant preferential troatruent te British
trada, (upen which, ne doulit appears te exiit
la vlow of the regelutions of the Ottawa Con-
ference), assuming also tizat Judia was roa'ly
te follow their examplo, aud that they re-
arrangea their tari Îfs in tavor offBritish trade
iu a nianner satisfactory te the TUited king:

-dom, it ig fair to assume that ,idditionai
revenue*in the colonies and India, equal at
ltout te tho net amount ef additional revenue
(£700,000) te bie raised in the United King
dom, wc>uld lie forthcoming. lu eue cf the
appendices et the essay a sugrtien fer the
apportieument ot tho £700,O0among the
colonies sud Iudia is made This would pro-
vide a tond et nearly £1,500,000 pcr annure,
the joint contribution cf the colonies and
pos;essleus and the United Kingdom, which
it is suggested coula bie used te supplenient
and improve the existing defences, inoIu. ug
graving docks and cealing stations, . - th
outlying parts et the empire. Among -ther
things the maintenance et quard-ships in the
leading ports ot the empire is proposed. These
vessels would be usetul net only for harbor
defence, but in conuection with the trainine
et naval ilitia, which it is lielieved coula
easily bie formcd in the leading maritime
ports et the empire. This force would net
only bu valuable locahly, but would bie avait-
able for drafting on Rer Majesty's sbips that

raig li e opperating ln the neighborhoocl et
thegcolonies in tume et war.

4. la orner te give tho colonies a larger
voico in the affairs et the empire than they
now have, aud te attabla them te participate
lu the administration et the proposod fund
for defoncu the formation et a ceolai coun-
cil is suggested. It would consist ot the !3e.
cretaries et Stato for the Colonies, Foreign
Affaira, India, aud War, thu First Lord et
the Admiralty, and the Chancelier et the Ex-
choquer, the Colonial Socrtary being presi-
dent. The High Commissionor for Canada
and the Agents-General cf the self-governing
colonies--or suoh other persons ab the colonies
mnight appoint-would be meucbers cf thre
counicil. It would bie as its naine implic:> a
ceuncil in which the colonies would have a
voice through their representativos in regard
te any matters arising eut ef preferential
trade arrangements, and upon al[ aller suli.
jects ici which the colonies they represented
had the right te consult, or bie consulted by,
the Imperial governameut.

The enly sorious obstacle et an interna-
tional charactor in the way of carryîng eut
the schaine is contained la the restrictive
clauses et the commercial treaties wvith Bal-
gîum and Gerniany, which obliges the co!on-
les ta, admit imports fromt those counitrios on
the saine terins as thosu fronm the United
Kingdom. By the action et the most-favored
nation clauses ila cUrer treaties this obliga-

tien is made more or lesa gennral. As Dritiali
importa frein flolgiumn and Clermany are
greator than flriiisli exports te thosd count-
tries, aud as, oen if the objoctionablo clauuIs
moe cancolled, tho colonies ceîîld still lie
mnado amonable te tho genoral most-favorall
nation clause,wlîieh terns part of thotrete,
it is suggesto that if the proposition 'l'ove
madu te the counitries in question tbuy woul
protor thîe modification et the treaties rather
than their abrogation. Tho treaties are ter-
minable in any case on twolve moî.ths'
notice.

Iletaliation oni. the part et fureigu counitrios
is net anticipatcd as the rosuit et the subaine,
as thirimot dutios are now as higb,goîoral.
!y pukgas tbey eau bc lucide, aud any
increaso would ract on the countries thora-
salves. flesid1es with tire Imporial Ctxstaiti'
'Union la existence, a policy et retaliatioîî
would hardly lia lightiy iirudertakon.

The followinug are soma %,: the advantagoe
which it is claimced would lic derived liy the
mother country on thu one haud and the
colonies and pooSesiong on the othor, frein
the adoption of a scharme ef commercial
feduration. IL weuld bring thomothor couîî

try inte c'oser union with the colonies. By

scae, tre rtis tde witliin the limitsal'f
the emtpire, the bond et unity would
lie material as watt, as sentimental. By suchi
proference the d.ctrines eftfroc traite tiîst
prevail in the United Kingdomn would net bu
serieusly endangered, and freer traite than at
presenit would lie made possible within the

=mie On Mie othe- baud, the Blritish
mauattirer lw,uld rietain th!) centre] o et

rspidly ineceasing colonial i& rirets. Therm
would liea uuity fer the deferce ot the eut.
lyinoe parts ;À the empire, and rcoloniatcoutn.
cil or mutual. consultation on matters et
general intorest. Greater attention than
aver would lie ttrscted to the colonies. Erni.
gration wouid fi «.w in larges numbers te their
shores sud increase the domsnd for Britishi
gwois. The lnvesr.ment et capital lu the
colonies would lie encourageit, and their
poire-.s ef production bie se increaseit that the
Unita Kingdom would year liy yuar depend
boss lipon foreign sources for hier fod
supplies.

Attachoit te the essay are several statistical
appendices, illustrating the commercial affairs
cf the empire, and shewing that, relativeiy
spesaing, the trade et the United Kingdon
with the colonies bas been increasing xin a
greater ratio thau the traite with the other
parts et the world.

England's NeWapapers.
The London Times says: - There are 483

newspapa- publishiedin London. snd 1,357
in the rc . J Englanit; Wales is respensible
for 100. Sctland fer 226, Irelanit for 169, and
the British OoaatIsles tor20, a total of2,855. lBe-
aides these the magazines now la courseo et
Fublication number 2,097, et which 507 art
ot a religions character Over 200 cf theix
magazines were produceit fer the finit tiine
durrug the past ycar. It is estimat9d thit
£ 1,000,000 a year is spent la advertisî,înts,
sud that 1,500,000,000 copies cf uewspapoz
are sola annuslly in London alonu,"

Bret Narte's new stery and Jerone E
Jurome's latest piece et fiction have bath Wee,
sectired. liy The Ladies' Home Journal foi
immudiate publication. Jeromo's story il
Cacal "Regiald Blake;, Financier sid
Cad,1" andt sketches su incident ln fsshioni..
able Lo)nden sDecty. Bret Hante call; hÙ
story IlTho Indicration of Elsbetli,".Sa
pictures the romanc-e et a young Ainerirai
who talls la love wiLh a G erman princes,
masquevading as a dairy malt,


