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snoW drifts by uging o broom which has takon off simply
:énongh snow to form a pathway ; while again there aro thoss,
and’their namo islegion, who haveshovelled off irregular
‘quantitios, so that botwoen difforont housos stops have been
out’p which you clnb, and down which yon ecrambleo and
alip:fand slitter tho lost way you ean.  Woo bo to the luck-
leas'wight who, late for dinnor, trins in tho winter twilight,
‘what is called in ravlway pariauce, ** cooking time,” over our
sﬁ'%%te. Verily for him ¢ the way of the transgressor is hard.”
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fiWill Lady Stephon forgive a crusty old bacholor, who, by
tho*{.‘yery faot of his being such, could not have expected an
~iiih§_ation to her recont luncheon, if he trics to give the
‘readers of the Review somo idea of that unique and dainty
‘emtértninment? Tho guosts, of whom thero twenty-one,
)'!'o':'e divided into two bands, ono formed of married, the other
pfgﬁnmarried ladies. Tho matrons, presided over by the
'giadious hostess, were gentod at a table which bad an entire
:gez¥ico of yellow. In the coutre was a large basket of yollow
flowers. hyaciathe, jonquils, narcissus, tulips, and ~other
rgolden blossoms. Flowers of the same tint were scattored
iover thotable cloth, while at the placo of ench guest was laid
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:msy of three Marechal Niel roses. The yellow tinted china

¢ 2 ! amber glase, yellow fruits, and yellow hon-hons, carried
giu}’tho quaiut conceit perfectly. On tho tablo of the maidens,
predided over by tho most popular unmarried lady in Mou-
$real, overything was pik-—pink flowers in tho basket and on
thécloth, pink rose buds, piuk chins, piuk glass, pink fruits
alidt bon-bons, formed a charming tout ensemible, 'That the

p«i{%y was enjoyable goos without suying.

r“"ﬁ‘bo unexpected nows of Liord Dufferin’s resignation of his
‘position as Viceroy of India is the sabject of much comment
h}'r'é Whatever may be 1lis Iiscelliency's reason for ths
; "'ho bas taken, the decision was a sudden one, for I lately
:saw;a letter from Lady Dufferin to a friend of hers in Mon-
‘treal, wherein sho speaks as if they had still some timo to
:gped in India, and alludes to Lady llelen Blackwood's
sxedent arrival from Lugland, whero 8lio had spent last season
1’nt§ relatives. .

,,'"_[?ond Stanley, of Preston, is of course the man of the honr.
"When I saw him in England many years ago, he was a fine
‘Jooking wman, with o kg, rich brown beard ; thero is nothing
“whiktever of the petit maitre abont hin. 1o is popular among
‘.t‘l'x'iftom:speoplc of Liverpool, much moro so than his phleg-
matic and somewhat eccentric elder-brother, tho Larl of
3Q6fk§)'. His wife, tho beautiful lady Constance Villiers, of
“Bygono davs, can scarcely fail to win golden opinions in
-Ottawa. Lot us hope that tho good fecling with which the
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‘ineoming Governor-General is regarded may be like the

atTe

;fg‘qpéy motto of tho Stauleys, sans changer.
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.-*There is something incungrnous to the mind of the average
.E{%‘})ah speaking Canadian in the idea of & Vicomte peddling
PAVIDg stones, yet in a recent number of the Star, ho who runs
may read thatthe Vicomtodola Barthe waited upon the ofiicials
of the Road Department, ono day Iately, and placed before
that august body samples of grit stone paving blocks from
.Bologuo. Theso stones are pronounced to be very beauti-
Jally cut, and to quito eclipse those hitherto provided for tho
woity. The Vicomto suggests that they should bo cut and
-aliaped in France and sent out hero as hallast, Surely such a
'ﬁccodmg would bo at varianco with the apirit of the N, P.,
s¥en though it does facilitate the tramping underfoot of a
2 commodity.

“gluent is not so far advanced but that the following delicious
uﬁ‘(h Wednesday story may bo considered seasonable. A lady
rjond of mume had ongaged a Fronch Canadian charwoman
bz come on tho day sacred to sack-cloth aud ashes for the
palansing of somo mysterious kitchen cupboards. The
pointed time came, but tho appointed woman did not. On

following Friday sho made her appearaunce. My frieud's
ngbter questioned hor as to the cause of her absence, and
mdame gave for excuso that sho bad been at tho clristoning
gk baby grandson. ** What did you ‘call him 2"  Whero.
ggpon camo the answer, which I rogrot is not translateable,
s clait puur Lappeler Edouard, c'estun si bean nomme, Made.
Moiselle, mais suffit qu'il est né le jour des Cendres, on Pappelé

Alexandre ! I trust that the readers of the Review will be
able to supply the emphasis required for the pun.
[P T
The Empire, in its recont coraplimontary notico of the sue-
cesafnl Jaw exaruination passed by Mr, Frank Auglin, makes a
alight mistake'ns to the fountain from which Mr. Anglin im.
bibed his knowledgo. {tis quite true that he took his degree
from tho Uttawn college, but he had previously madoe his
courso of studios ut St. Mucy's Collego, Montreal. St. Mary's
Collego is, unfortunately, not licensed to give degrees, but it
was the diploma awarded to bim at St. Mary’s which obtained
for Mr. Aunglin his degrecs in Ottawa.
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FICTION OF THE GODS.
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In considering the first rude essays in fiction made by the
nations of old, I am tempted to draw a partial parallel between
this favourite branch of their literature on the one hand, and
their national architecture on the other. ‘The two are sister
arts, and the comparison naturally suggests itself framn this
affinity ; while it will serve the important purpose of stating
succintly what would otherwise require several pages to explain,
In architecture, then, the Egyptians had a column and simple
chapter supporting masses of horizontal stone, and the effect
produced is the impression of solemnity and strength. By the
Greeks the column was thinned, and the chapter varied ; and
solemnity was replaced by lightness, and strength by grace.
The Romans borrowed somewhat unskilfully and inbharmoni-
ously from their more tasteful subjects and instructors, but
furnished their own uota of the floral scroll.

As it was with the architecture of those celebrated nations, so
also wasit with their literature. Inall probability thefirsteffort in
literary composition was maaue inthe depth of some Asiatic forest,
by a wandcring savage, who, seated in the shadow of the green
fans and sword bladesof the lofty palms, ctched with a thornon
a leaf rough images of the beasts he hunted or the birds he shot
with his feathered arrows. But leaves were too perishable to long
preserve the records of a tribe.  Altars, cairns, knotted cords,
strings of different colours, were cach used by different nations,
occupying widely separated localities, to record some great
event in their history or the careers of their chiefs or kings.
The superior intellect of man soon perfected more convenient
means of preserving the materials of their hustory.  ‘The primi-
tive I ak of lush ieaves was soon exchariged for a volume of
touch bark, which, in time. was replaced by tablets of thin
wood, and those, in turn, by engraved slabs of rock, or plates
of metal or ivory. The most famous recording matenal of all
was brought into use when the inhabitants of a town in Asia
Mimnor, deprived of their supply of papyrus by the jealousy of
the Egyptians, tanned the skins of their sheep into parchment,
and the skins of various animals into smooth leather, thus
affarding a durable substance for their documents and Hooks,
The papyrus plant flourished on the muddy banks of the Nile,
and out of it tw Egyptians manufactured the first paper.
Such were the principal materials out of which ancient books
and manuscripts were made ; and the means of symbolizing
ideas on the sheets of vellum or papyrus or tablets of stone
was produced by as strange an cvolution. Drawing and paint-
ing were the carliest methods of conveyng 1deas on paper or
stone. The figures on the first materal were carefully out.
hined and then filled in with the primary colours—red, yellow,
and blue. The hicroglyphics of Egpyt furnish the hink between
those picture-writings and the modern alphabetic lettering.
On walls of palaces and of pyramids, on shafts and massive
pillars, on the faces of noble monuments and the limbs of huge
mnages, the Egyptians, by their hicroglyphics, recorded many
tales of love and woe, of triumph and defeat, of national vigour
and natuonal decadence.  More important s:ill, they confided
to thote strange characters the biographies ot their kings, and
hreathed through them fervent adoration for their multitudinous
deities.  Just as the Greeks had beautfied and chastened the
Egyptian piliar, su they built up from those snatches of stone-
cluselle? devotion the germs out of which their genius warmed
mto lfetand growth that mighty tree of mythology, whose
branches, heavy with rich poetic fruit, spread themselves over
the Grecian States, and thence from end to end of the Roman
Empire.



