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Tho Bunker Hill _C-clcl)rntlou.‘

(Continued from Puge 555.)

In the opinion of General Burgoyne, Gen-
eral Howe's * arrangemonts wero soldier:
like and perfect,” but the conduct of the
battle does not jn a military point deserve
such high commendnation. 1t was olearly an
error on the part of General Howo to divide
his forces and make twe points of attack in
stead of one, and an equal crror to move up
and deploy his columns to fire, in which bis
troops were at obvious disadvantage from
theiz want of protection, instead of muking
an assault without firing. Ho had fkiled nlso
to recognize tho weak point in the line be-
tween the breastwork and the rail fence,
ensier to carry than any other point,
and if carried more certain to involve
the whole American force. He bad
sluggishly permitted the erection of
the tormidable fieldwork of the rail
fence, tho whole of which had been con.
structed without an- interference subsequent
to his arrival on the peninsula, nor when
constructed does it seem to have occurre.l to
him that by a floating battery or gunboat
stationed in the Mjystic River, both of which
were within his control, it could have been
enfiladed and the force there dislodged at
once,

As the British are scen to advance, the
orders are rerawed along the swhole Ameri
oan line in a hundred ditferent forms not to
fire until the enemy ore withia ten or twelve
rods and then to wait for the word ; to use
their skill as marksmen, and to make every
skot tell For although those at the en°
trenchments and rail fence act without im*
mediate cencert, the scarcity of powder and
the fact that they ure without bayonets and
can rely only upon their bullets is known
toall., It bad been indended to cover the
movement of the British by a discharge of
artillery, but the balls were, by some mis-
take of the ordnance officer, found two
large for the guns, and afterwards, when
loaded with grape, it was found impossible
to draw them through the miry ground, so
that they afforded, in the first assault, no
substantial assistance. The forces of Pigot
moved slowly forward i'npeded by the heavy
knapsacks they bad been encumbered with,
and by the lences which dividod the fields,
and continued to fire as they thus advanced.
As they got within gunshot, altbough their
fire had done but little damnge, our men
could not entirely restrain their impatienco
but, as some fired, Prescott, sternly rebuk
ing the disocder, appealed to their confi-
dence in him, aud some of his officers,
springing upou the parapet, kicked up the
guns that rested upon it that they might be
sure to wiif. This efficient remonstrance
had its effect, and the enemy were within
ten or twelve rcds of the eastern front of the
brestworks when the voice of Prescott utter
ed the words, for which every ear was listen
ing, and the stream of fire broike from his
line, which, by its terrible carnage, checlked
at onco the advance. The attacking lines
were 0ld troops, nnd well led ; it was sternly
returaed, but they did not rush on, ia a few
moments. wavering and struggling under a
fire which was murderous, winle their own
did Mttle execution, Pigot orders hismen to

fall back. In themean time General Howe,
after unsuccessfully endeavoring with a
column of lightinfantry to turn the extreme
left of our lino of the Mystic, adeanced with
the grenadiers directly in front of the rail
fence, and somewhat annoyed by the artil
lery between the breastwork sud the-rail
fence, which here, directed by Putnam, did
its -‘best service, ns he approached within

oighty or ono hundred yards, and deployed
his forces into lino. As at the redoubt, in
eagorness, somo of our men fired, when tho
oflicers throatened to cut down the first man
who disobeyed, and thus rebuked, they ro-
atrained themselves until the prescribed dis-
tance is reached when their firo is delivered
with such telling effect that, broken and
disnrrangod, the attacking forco, alike that
direetly in front and that upon the banks of
the river, recoils bofore it, while many of
the British officera have felt the deadly ro
sult of tho superiority which the Ameoricans
possess as markstnen

Seme minutes, perhaps filteen, now inter-
veno hefore tho second assault, which are
moments of enthusiastic joy in the American
lines  All sce that thoy ave led by men cap
able of directing them, that they bave rudely
burled back the first onset, and that they
are not contending ngainst those who ure
invincible. As thiey have scen their enemy
turn, somo of them at the rail fence in their
engerness have sprung over it (o pursue,
but have beren reatrained by the wisdom of
their ofticers. At the redoubt, Prescott,
certain that the enemy will snon reform and
agatn attack, while he commends tho men
for their courage and congratulates them for
their success, urges them to wait again for
his order before they fire. Putnam hastens
from the lines, his object being to forward
reinforcements and to arrangs, if possible, a
new line of defence at Bunker Lhil, properly
30 called, where nll was in contusion. the
mea who had reached there being for the
most part entircly disorganized.

The horror of the bloody field is nosw
heightened by the burning of the prosper
ous town of Charlestown. This hiad been
threatened as early as April 218t, by General
Gage, if the American forces occupied the
town, and the patriotic inhabitants had in
formed General Ward that they desired him
to conduct his milttary operations without
regard to it. Complaining of the annoyance
which the sbarpshooters posted along its
edges gave to his troops upon the extreme
left, General 1Icwe has requested that it be
fired, which is done by the cannon from
Copp's Hill. [The second assault was beat
en back as the first, but with even moro
slaughter, and we proceed to the orator's
description of the third assault and the pro
parations therefor.]

Disciplie, which at such moments will al-
ways teil, in perhaps half an hour hixs done
its work among the British troops, and no
longer self contident, but realizing the terrie
ble work before them the men are throwing
off knapsacks fer a final and desperate as
sault. Some have remounscrated, but Sir
William, less attracuve than bis brothir,
General Lord Bowe, less able than lns
brother, Admiral Lord llowe, who notv bears
the family titie, is & stern soldier, and m
personal courage and determinnution in no
way unwortby of the martial race to which he
belongs. He feels that hie own reputation
und that of the soldiers he coonmands is
ruined forever if they sustain defeat at the
hands of a baud of hif armed rustics, Vie*
tory itself will now be attended with mortre
calion enough after such severe repulsus
and guch terrible losses. Frowm the other
side of the river General Ciinton hns seen
the discomfiture, and, bringing some rein-
forcements, comes to aid bim in rallying his
men. Howe has seen, too, what Clinton has
observed, the error of the former disposition
of his force, and that the weak point of the
Amerjcan Jine1s between the brestwork and
the rail fence. Towards this and against the
redoubt and brestwork he now arranges his
next attack. Cannon are brought to bear
80 as to rake tho insido of the brestwork,
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and mnking a demonstration only sgainet
the rail fence that may check any move:
ment upon the flank of his troops, hedivides
them into threo colummns, The two at tho
loft aro commanded rospectively by Clinton
and Pigot,while tho right he leads in person.
They are to ussnult together, Clinton upon
tho left, at the southonstern angle, and Pig-
ot upon tho ecastern front ot the redoubt,
while [lowe's own force is to curry tho
breastwork nnd, striking between it and tho
rail feuce, bar the way of retront, Aguinst
this formidublo 1 rray no other preparation
could bo mindo by Prescolt than to pluco at
tho angles of his redoubt the few basyonets
at his disposal and to ditect thit no man
should fire until the enciny wero witl
twenty yards.

‘I'he fire of the Bitishi artillerv, now ren:
dered eflective, sweeps insido of the brest:
work, and no longer teunble. its dofenders
crowd within the redoubt. Aguin the voico
of Prescott is heard, as the attacking col-
umns spproach aml are now only twenty
yards distant, giving the order to fire. So
telling and deadly 13 the discharge that tho
front ranks rre almost proatrated by it, but
a8 the fire slackens the British columns
which lhiave wavered for an instant move
stendily on without returning it. Almost
simultaneously, upon tne three points which
are exposed to the assault the enemy reach
tho tittle earthwork which 80 much brave
blood has been apent to hold and to gain,
and wnile they are now sonear that its sides
alrendy cover them, its commander deter-
mined to maiutain it (o the last extremity,
orders those of his men who have no bayo-
nets te retire to thoe rear and firo upon the
enemy as they mount tho p rapet, Those
who tirst ascond nre shot dowa as they secale
tho works. . .. Inafew moments, how:
over, the redoubitis half filed by the storm-
g columns, and although a fierco conflict
ensues, 1t is 100 unequal lor hope, and shows
only the cournge which animates the men
who, without bayonets, use tho butts of
their muskets in the fierce effort to stay the
now successful nssavlt. As the onemy are
closing ubout the redoubt, if the force is to
be extricated from capture the word to re-
ticat must be given, and reluctantly the
bruve lips which have apoken only the words
of cheer and encouragement utter it at last.
Already soms are so involved with the
enemy that they hew their way through
them to jan Prescott, and he himnsell is
again and again ~1 uck at by the bayonet,
ot which lus cloiaes afterwards give full
preol, but defends him-elf nith his sword—
tho use of it e umlerstends.  As our forces
leave the tedoubt by the entrinece on tha
northern side, tuey come belween the two
columns which have torne!d the brestwork
and the southenstern angle of the redoubt.
I'hese atre, however, too wmuch exhousted to
u30 the Luyonet eftectually, sud ull nre so
mingled togethier that, for  few moments,
the British ¢nnot fire, but as thoy extricate
themsclves the Biitish reform and  deliver
a heavy firo upon them as thay retreat.  In
the Wmeantinie the atticic Bas been renewed
upo e ral fence, but its defonders know
we' Lhat o they would stve their countiy-
wen at the redoabt, they must hold it re-
solutely for a few moments Inuger, nnd they
defenil it nobly, resisung every attempt to
turn the flank. they seo snoa thit Prescolt
has left the hill, that the eutrenchments o
in the han I3 of e enemy at last, aned their
own work gallantly done, they rotreat o
better order than could huve been expected
of troops who had #o little arganizition and
who looked for tho first time on a butle
field. Upon the crest of Bunker [ill (proper*
ly 50 called,) General Putnam with the con-




