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We have to thank our kind friend, T, D.
SuLLIVAN, Esq., Librarian of the Royal United
Service Institution, for a very interesting
historical and practicsl pamphlet * On the
proposed enclogure of Dover Bay—Review
of designs, and historical Essay on the llar-
bour by Joux Baupy Repyaw, F.R.G.S.M.L
C.E.,, &c. It is similar to Sir Jonx Coont's
paper on Harbour of Refuge, and we shall
review it in connection therewith at an early
day.

Ox another page will be found an article
entitled, *Our Rifled Ordnance,’’ which is
oopied from the United States Army and
Navy Journal, of 13th February, {from which
it would appear thata very decided stride
has baen male towards solving the problem
of converling dast iron smooth-bore ordn-
ance into rified guns. The experiments as
faras carrried out are cortainly encouraging,
t0 say tho least, and appear to be an in-
novation on European practios in the manu-
facture of guns of large calibre, It appears
that'the United States ordnance consisted of
cast iron guns of calibres ranging up to fen
inches for spherical shot—that this latter
nature of gun has been bored up to thiricen
and one-half icclies in diameter, and a ** lin-
ng tube of coiled ysrought-iron (welded),the

breecli of this to n distanco of thirdy two one
half inches being n double tube, the outer
ono shrank on the inner—the former, how-
over, having tho same exterior diameter as
the inner tubo at the muzzleend.” The
tube 1s adjusted tu the castiron body with
great care—tho nifling consists of fifteon
grooves with o twist of one turn in 40 feot.
[n Europe the praciice is to uso cast sleel
for the innes tube, and wrought iron for the
outer casu or shiell, Il it does turn out that
our neightiors have succeeded in accom-
plishing the revolution involved in tho suo
aess of their systom they will cortainly have
golved a very interesting prohlem in finding
tho chieap material for the manufaoture of
hoavy guu-.

Broad 1. row of 20th Mareh, has an articlo
on ¢ Compulsery Service,”” which we have
copied in anotlier column, its chief valuo
congists in un extract from che speoch of
the Right Houorable Garnorxe Hairpy, Sec -
rotary of State for War, tho principle of
comyulsory service js abscurely hinted at.
Wo 84y obscurely, Lecause it is by no means
evident that compulsory service in its proper
acceptance was intended—the ballot as ap-
plied (or rvather not applied, because its
operations 13 unequal and public feeling is
against 11) to tho British Militiv i3 not by
any meuans a popular law—under the com-
plicated systein deviced by the late Govern-
ment whLo styled themselves the friends of
tho peoplo tho whole burden of military
service as might be expectsd fell on their
clients, and in such a way too as to make
the service detestable—in fact, it appeared
to be tho fixed idea with Mr. QGrapsroxe and
lus collesgues that tho further they could
separate the interests of rich and poor, and
the greater Jdistance which could be placed
between thie paople and their natural leaders
tho better it would be for tho interests of
the party they represented, Actingon this
principle they disorganised and destroyed
tho military system that had rendered Eng
land formidablo for two centuries—the
Naval system on which her oxistence de-
ponds as well as the basis of her prosperity,
and carefully took such meagures as were
best adapted to restrict martial or patriotic
feelings amongst the people.

Instend of making ¢ military service'
obligatory on all, by cherishing the relations
between tho people and their natural lead-
ers, they occupied thomselves in tryingto
ape the vicious conduct of the rebels of the
Long Patltament, by depriving the landed
gentry of tho commands they held in the
militia, which should Lo recruited from their
tenants, and coacentrating it in the Houseof
Commons whero they reckoned on the ma-
Jjority of Itepresentatives being traders,whose
pohicy would be peaco at any price, and
patriotism & negative quantity measured hy
their gains. By Legislative interference
they so complicated (svhat is after all the
simplest of all political machinery) theorga

“of o selfish class.

nisation for offeasive or defensive purposes
that it fs practically worthless, and that the
boasted Brilish Army costing fifteen million
pounds sterling annually could not tuinont
30,000 effeclive men for any purpose, nor
will the present Secretary of State for War
eftect any reform till he undoes the whole
work his predecessor so laboriously buiit,
and begin de novo.

In that case compulsory scrvico would
mean the liabilily of every man physically
ablo to bear arms, and the basis of such a
systom must bo to restore tho landed gentry
to their positionin the militin proper—i.e.
the forco raised in the ngricultural distriots,
while the volunteer forco should be raised
in the great manufacturing towns the cen-
ters of population and industry.

The law should apply to ull equally as
rogards service—tho only exemption from
serving in the militia should be the liberty
of serving in o volunteer corps—from both
thoso forces the Regular Army should be
recruited by offering to picked men solid
advantages and inducoments—service for
life being the general rule with ample pen-
sions in caso of ill health or being invalided.
The whole civil departments of the army
should be swept away, there sbould be no
non-combatants, and retirod officers as well
83 soldiers should bo engnged in doing the
work that is now performed by political
olerks who absorb about two-fifths of the
whole cost for no good purpose excopt to
extend ministerial patronago,

In this case the ears of the people would
not be offended with the word Ballot—their
duty would be performed by roster accord-
ing as their names stood on the list f their
battalion. In  his case whatwas universal,
was not compulsory any more than other
necessary social regulations, and need not
interfere with the liberly of the subject in
any appreciable and certainly not in an op-
pressive degree?

This we are sure would suit the great
mass of the British peoplo aud would meet
no opposition except from the party who
have always been their country’s worat foe.

‘Tug following very sensible, liberal, and
generous article is taken from the United
States Army and Navy Journr., of 15th May,
and shows conclusively that the experience
gained by the great contest through what
that country has pasged has not been losy
upon the educated and thinking classes of
the community—and we hope the hand of
friendship here held out will be cordially
grasped by a pecple who ought to be at
one, and have a far higher mission than.
merely slaughtering each other at the -.ill
of scheming politicians or in the interests
We are, of course, wel}
pleased to find our contemporary fearlessly
racognises.the truth of history without re-
sorting to euphonisms, and we are satisBed
that most wars spring from as mean, petty
and selfish motives as the war of the Revo-



