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THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW

-ty
‘t Voluntaors enjoy s,.cuial privileges and
hive a distinctive badge on their uniforn,
oven intho first probationary period of
their service, whilo neting s rank.nnd-fite,

* Volunteers may be allowed fuiloughs
nob exceeding four months; but tho time
of furlough is not counted and delays pro-
potion.

“‘I'lie pupiles in the e ulat institutions, page
wstitutions, and military schonls sorve us
first cluss Volunteers.

 GENERAL

Luvy,

“All able bodied men freed from active
sorvice, Ly lot, up to their fostioth year, are
meluded in the general levy. During the
continuanco of pence the genoral is never
eallud aut for muster or dritl, and, in fact,
13 no mwre than a list of nanes to be turned
10 account in caso of need.

““In war, tho general ley, or a portion of
tho general Jevy, mav be called out at dis.
crotion. It is then divided into two classes,
tho first comprising thoae added to the bady
within the last four years, and the second
containing the rest. The first class 1~ sep-
arately organized under Reserve officers.

* \Wh'io a man is doing duty in the gon®
eral Jevy, b.s family must be maintalned by
his parish. If he falls, tha State takes care
of them,”

The men of the General Levy are called
warriors (rainik), not soldiers (soldat.
¢ GBNERAL SURVEY OF THE ARMY,

“The new military Law affocts only the
standing Army, Reaerve, and General Levy.
In add.lion to theze, there oxist the different
Cossack corps and some Native Irregulars.
Tho Cossacks retein thesr former institutions
which make evory man a soldier and acol.
onist at the same time. ‘The native populs-
tion of the Caucasus and Sibers is expressly
exompt from the new law, it being intendod
to issuo special regulations for these various
wribes. ‘The total of the natives coming
under this category may be estimated at
something like 12,000,000, exclusive of Khiva
and the Turcomans.

s Navy.

“ In certain districts to bespecified by the
authorities, young mean on atiaining their
twentieth year will bo draughted into the
Navy, not the Army. GQovernment, however,
reserves tLo right to piace any number of
them in the Army, instead of the Navy,
should thoy think fit. 1o addition to these,
men belonging to tho following categories
aro enrolled in the Navy, not in the Army :
—1. All sailors, steam-ship engineers, and
stokers who have been alsea at least one
navigating period, about six months, im-
mediately previeus to the conscription. 2.
Weorkmen in steam engine faclories who
have been there employed =at least a vear.
3. Ship-carpenters, caulkers, and boiler ma.*
kers. 4. Professionul sajlors who join the
Navy as a profession.

“The timo of servico in the Navy is fixed
at ten years, saven of which are passed in
aclive servico and three in the Reserve. Ex-
cepting tha pupils of tho schools of naviga-
tion, young mtn [romn the naval recruting
districts who have attended superior or
middle-class schools will be draugited into
the Navy only if prefering that servico to
thoArmy. Inthis case thioy remain {heee
yearsin activo service, and sevon years .1

und eight in the Reserve; while those who
have qualified themgoives ns hoatswains for
the cousting servies rewnin threo vears on
uclive duty and seven years in the Reservoe,

“Phoe wavsl sevvigs, tou, hias its exemp-
tiong  Aclive servico i cutive remmtted
and only a ten yoars' servicon tho Reserve
exacted in the case of all masters, hoalswaing
engineers. and pilots serving on board Rus
sian vessels, Sailors who huve been al sea
for two navigating periods, nnd engineors, if
engaged on board Russian vessols, serve
only two years in the Imperinl Navy, and
ara added to the Reserve for ten years more.
Sailors on cousuny service and stokers serve
ono yeur in the lmperial Navy and oleven
years it the Reserve, All mailors, engineers,
and stokers engaged on board Russiaun ves.
sels may, moveovor, demand to bave their
time of serytcs put off il after tha comple-
tion of their twenty-fifth year. ‘The time
they pass in the Russian merchant {leet be-
tween their tweutioth year and thetr enter-
ing the navy will be deducted from-the time
they are obliged to puss in the Reserve, one
aonth in the merchant {lect counting as
equal to two in tho Reserve.”

‘The last few regulations are evidently in-
tended to contribute towards the increase of
the very insigmfican. nercantile fleet of the
Russian Empire.

¢ PrNsioNeRs.,

¢ Men invalideld in the army or navy are
accorded by the Crown a pension of from
three to six roubles a month or «re placed
in public hospitls. Tue fimilies of the
dead and missing will bo assisted under
spreial regulations to be shortly issued.”

So far tho conscription law. The measures
required (o adapt the orgenization of the
troops to the immenes increase of numbhers
bave not been made pubhie.

FAMINE IN 1NDLA.

What a famine in in ladivis hke, is pic
tured to the London ZTimes, from an old ye.
sident of India.

In 1833 a grievous famine prevailed over
Southern 1ndia, extending nearly from
Madras t» Cuttack—eomo 700 miles of coast.
Notice had been given of its approach, but
the voice of warning was unheeded, so that
when the crisis arvived the Government
found itself taken by surprise, amouuting, it
may bo fairly said, ta panic, In the presenco
of so terrible an emergency, thero was overy
willingness to do all that could be accom.-
plisbed to save hife. Neither public nor
private charity was wanting-throughout the
length and breadth of the field of suffering ;
butit was all 100 late. Wild theorics of the
most unwiso description then made them
selves heard—such as forcing tho sale of
rice at a fixed rate, thus alarming the great
grain dealers of India, and tending to check
those vast operations upon the increased
activity of which, stimulated by gain, the
supply of millions depended, As for any
goveroment undertaking to feed its whole
population, the notion has only to be ex
amined for o moment to bo utterly discard.
ed. Still, tho ideaof coercing the grain
dealers s one quitein accordanco with tho
popular feehing in India, as it was at the
une I a7~ raferring to with- too many of our
own officar3, who surely ought to have been
Letter informed.

the Reserve, Of other young men draugh

ted into tho Navy. those who have passcu
their examinaticns as masters or boatswairs
remain only {wo-years in active service and "

Tho eyesof the authorities at Madras were,
hwever, only open to tho disaster before
them when made conscions of the arrival
of thoysands of atarving wretches day by

lay, to whom thero was but the ono alterna
tive of immediatq roliof or death. But
tong prinr to this, on the Jroit Northern
ltoadd, hundveds of miles from Madras, thero
might have beon noticad, night and day, n
stroam of piligrims 88 1t wore, of tho most
sid description,wond their weary way south-
ward—unot paupars, but cullivators, artisans,
wenvers—vwith their families aud somo re
anaing of their household goods in covorad
carls, on  bullocks, or on their own backs.
Delieate and refined women wero thero, and
children whase classic forms and ways it had
been wdelight tn look upon, until, with
skinny limhs and protuberants trunks, they
trotted along. aften to their graves, by the
voadsido, though, in numerous cases, the
parents, m utter Yisprir, and rather thau
seo them die beforo their eyes, sold tho
female portion to wretches who conveyed
them into lyderabad, the Moslem capital of
tha Deccan,

A little later, and that same  Northorn
Ronad, as it approache! Madras, presented a
atill sadder sight - 1ts surfaco strewn with
dead bodies lying half unburied, arms and
togs protruding above the soil, and the
famishing village dogs tossing about the
torn remnants of tho * who had becomo the
prey of the jickals, A hideous sight it was
to seo thesa creatures dragging by their
long tresses tho heads of those precious
ones who & [ow days before had been as cen-
tres of hopa ty their househotds.

Travelling tho road it was often hard {o
distngnish hetiweon the dying and the dead
—betweoen those who had fallen from sheer
exhaustion and might still bo recoyerad,
from thosoe who had fatlen to rise no more in
this life. Strange scenes presented them:
selves at that time. [Famino was made re.
countable for all deatl.e, as of u well dressed
man lying near the ‘:llage with his throat
cut it was declared that,having fillen asleep,
tho dogs had seized upon him and made tho
wound we saw;

Nor was it in smail towns and villagesonly
that sugh extermination was going forward.
At Masnlipatam, the very capital of the part
of the country, carriers for the dead went
their rounds every morning, conveying their
loads of carcases from tho street to large
open hits, left in possession of birds and
beasts of pray—tho former so gorged as
to bo unable to take wing cven at the
appronch of the living. .

But o fato worse than that of tho dead wog
often the portion of the lwing; for nn order
has gono forth to_relicva nons at the public
expense who could'bo put to_the conrse and
bumiliating Jabour of tank digging., It wss
a heart-brerking sight to seetenderly natur
ed daughters ol respectable castes and do-
scent subjected to tho authority of gross
native byerseers, aganst whom they could
have but scatity protection or redress.

‘Truly, famine under suchaspeot as these
is n sore judgement. Nor was that last sad
ovidenco of extremest suffering to be want-
ing Hunian flesh was reported to havo sat-
istied the hunger of some; but of this 1 can.
not personally testify:: amid all the other
borrors, it might or n.ight not have been
witnessed,

‘o nggravato the miserics of that period,
also, it becamo impossiblo, to transpart grain
without armed oscorts, for villapes, on tho
intelligonce of grain merchints being near,
would turn out and hight lur possession ol
avy means of subsistene, aud this, in their
simplicity, witbout any sensoe of moral guilt
in secking their own preservation at the-ox-
penso of tho rights of others,

Tho routine of villiage existence day after

day, when the heavens contimued as brass



