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ham. Ho thought it probablo that the oftice
ho now held would shqrtly be held by sonie
other gentlemen, and he believed by n *tson
of Erin.'" However, in the future, whether
ho was tho President of tho Association or
not, ho should always tnko a lively interest
m its prosperity and would bo ulways on
hand to render any nssistance in s power
(Applause.)
‘T'he company thoh separated,
THE ALL COMERS MATOIL

The competition In tho * All Comers
Match which was commienced shoitly nfter
uoon. Lhe ranges weio 200, UV and (W
yards, five shots at cach range,  ‘Thae were
346 entiics, which is 43 entries nore than
i the & une matoh last year, ‘The wetther
was beautifully tine and dear, but n very
strong aud  gusty wind  Llew aciuss the
ranges frum thie northwest throughout the
day, making good shooting extremely Jiffi
cult. Tho marking wns peaforined by a de-
tachment fvom the A Battery of the Donnn-
on Artillery, but at the commencement of
the match the work was perfortied i a
mnst unsatisfactory manner. Several lits
which weremade atthe 200 yurds range,
and evident to all present,were omiltted to be
signalled. The uulortunato competitui Livw-
ever, bad no redress, having to lose Lis shot
and proceed wiwn o competition, and no
officer of the Association wason the ground
to whom an appeal could be made, all of
them apparently Leing niore interested
what was taking place in the President's
marquee than in attending to their dutics.
An unpecessary delay of over an hour was
also occasioned from tlus causein conmenc
ing the firing at 300 yards, the register kcep
ers refusing to allow the compeutors to j1v
ceed until they received orders from the
range oflicers. ‘The firing at the ‘¢ all com-
ers’ matoh was continucd until 81x o'clock,
when tho gun fired tv cease  The miuch
was theretoio not concluded, wnd wo we
unable to give the hist of prize wiunus thus
worning. Mr. McNaughtoun, of Cobour g, at
pres>ut stauds first with ascore of 95 points.
the score with which the lisst prise was won
last year, Privates Hughes and Mulls, of the
10th Royals, aie next with 46 points e wh.
The lowest score which took i« prize lust
yenr was 42, The match will bo concluled
this morning.  The Affilited  dssuciations
Match, for wiich there wercavout sWetitii s,
will commence this moruing at mne o’cluen.

Whilst tho firing was going on at the Eu
lield pool target in the «(termovn, nn acci-
dent occurred to tho wmatker, w'.ise nawe
was Harding, Just as the marh.  was cum
ing out of the butt, with the danger fhig up
to epaint the target, Mr. James Muiray, of
Hamilton, fired and the splinters fiom the
bullet stniking the targot severely cut llund-
mg's hand and arm in several places, aud
took a piece off the tip of one of his fingers.
The wounds wero dressed by Surgeon De
la Hook. Muiray was alterwards debarred
from;further competition durin,; the matches
for firing whilst the danger flag was up.

The adjourned meeting of the Associatiun
will be held in the Council tent to day.

{To be concluded in our next.}

MISPLACED CONFIDENCE.

———

The fancy wiuch the autborities st tho

Admirally and War Office have fiequently

mdulged in, in treating as * confidential”
various -minor standmg orders, circulars,
and memoranda concerning war materal,
has, on more than one occasion, been notic-
ed 1n these columns, us by tlns course the
knowledgo therein contained has only teon
accessible to offizers on' active service, and
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those unfortunately unemployed bave heen
llowed to become sadly ignorant of the
changes constantly taking place in arms und
annuuninon.  Had we felt that this system
of reercey was adopted so 88 to keep from
rival powers the advantages of any impiove
ments which we had projected, after much
Iabour and expanse, there would have been
little cru=e for complaint, as tho gainin time
of wir might have fully made up for the
ignor:ince 1 which our half pay Ofticers had
teen kopt, though they would necessarily
have been somenbat ineflicient when called
upon to tike part in the struggle. But
great ns the desiro of the depsrtments op
pears to have been to keep our own Officer
in the durk with regard to the woapona they
would Le enlled upon to use in warfare, no
c¢ffoit 1s Leen made to prevent foreign
Governments fiom acquiring full details of
the nmannficturo of war material which
might some day Le brought in the field
aguinst thein;m fact, the action of the
nuthoeritios in this matter would appear to
bie without & parallel.  The appointment at
Portsmiouth of a *‘secret committec” on
torpedoe-, which has sat with closed doors,
and hos only ventured to make one experi
meut at the deadly hour of widuight, when
there would be few idlers ready to make
notes ¥ the proceedings, would naturally
lead to the supposition that in this matter
at le st we should keep our own counsel, and
nop give our neighbours the full bLenefit
of all det-nls of informntion which we possess
concerning these explosive engines. But we
Liave done otherwise, and the American
. Guvernment, if no othior,has duly sppreciat.
il our ingenuousness, snd las reprinted at
the Guvernment pinting oftice at Waslung
ton, the envfillential notes on torpedoes, by
Major  Swotherd, R.E., extracts from the
repint of the confidentinl Commitieo on
Explusions, aud the confidential course of
cleetricity taught on bourd the Excellent,
tie whole of which matter has been jealously
puarded from falling into tho hands of
Britiels  Oflicers, unlees on nctive service,
while it has been freely placed ut the dis-
posal of other Governments, and is now in
h nds of foreign Officers.  As with torpe
does, so with guns; and. while obstacles are
raised to pervent those in the English
Serviee having free access to Royal Arsenals,
we lve gone so fur as to present, a foreign
offici il wih a completo set of drawings of
our most perfect gun carriage, &e. And
now whep wo turnto our latest efforts in
navae! construction, we find that nwuch the
3 me course s been followed as with the
other departments. In a recent order
issued by the Admiralty relative to the
sdaussiou of foreigners into our dockyards,
great care  was taken (o prevent the
hamless order of foreign visitois—peroons
of no distinction—from seeing too much, and
a pulice constable was never toleave the side
ot such visitors during their stay within the
walls of the yard ; but foreign officials of note
were 10 be nllowed access to the mould lofts
and pattern rooms at the discretion of the
Superintendent, and wero to be accompani.
ed by a Naval Officer, or dockyard oflicial,
. to act as guide, and doubtless, to give the
distinguisbed visitors such infurmation as
they might require. This display of civility
to o:licials from other couatries, mny have
been deemed cxpedicnt for our own sakes
perbaps ; for since asott of travelling naval
1 agent has Leen intioduced by the Admiralty
o supervcede the naval atlachcof former
- times, we arce dependent upon tho informa-
1 tion to bo picked up by flying visits to
-foreign yards, and, therefore, sow that we
may reap, without having much regard to
the question whether that which we gather

from other sources will be equally ns valu
able ns that which we disseminnte. ‘The
over wise reticence of Me, Gorchen, when
drapping a few crumbhs of information ns to
the rew ship Inflexible, may have heen
ocensioned throngh his  distrust of the
British Parilivment and public, or through
a foeling that the less he said about matters
be fmled to understand the better for his
reputation; but it cannot have bheen ocen
sioned through ny desire to keep the design
nsecret from forign Powers, for they were
put in possession of all thae detmils, and n
vast amount of othier valuabile nformaton
connected with our Navy, manthas belore the
first  Lord of the Admuralty treated this
country to & whirper on a subjoct so un
portant to its welfure, Mr. Reed, in coming
forward to throw a hittle more light upon
thesdesign of the Inflexible—for which, 1t
appenrs, he shonid be credited—expresses
his surpnise at Mr. Goschen’s reluctance to
give the detaus to  Parhament, for, as the
late Chief Constiuctor remarks, *It is.
cutiously enough, to thst geutlemnn him
gell, and to Ius collengnes 1 the Govern.
ment, that the widespread publication of
the plan was due. This publication waxs
brought abiout by the printing and circul
ation of the Report (with the evidencv)
of the Admiralty Committee on Desiyns.
We 1 re not surprised to find that Mr. Reed
was much astonished at the publication of
the vast mast of information concerning tler
Majosty’s ships—pnat, present, snd future—
whicl this volume emhodied, snd was sull
more a~tanished to find it in the hands of
foreign \dmiraltic- long Lefore the British
public were permit.d to have access to it.
For tho uuvernment it~¢lf to bring together
all the iuformation that can be well accumu
lated nhout Her Majasty's ships, illustrated
with drawings and tabular statements, and
then todespatchit, rsanctionitsitadepateh,
to foreign Governments, hasn mc . extraor:
dinary appearance. Yet tlus wasdone i the
case of tho Committee on Designs and its
Repost, * and,” says Mr Reed, ** 1t is to this
cause that we owo the enormous strides in
ironclud construction which one or two
foreign Governments hisve recently taken.'
Surly, so systematic a misapplication of
the *‘ confidential'® was never before per*
severed in ; for, while wo keep valuable in*
formaton from those who serve the country,
and thus detract from their efficiency, we
lavishi the same upon those who may have
itin their power to turn the knowledge thus
frelly given to our disadvantage, 3{ not to
our destruction, Can folly further go ?

The above arlicle shews in a striking
light the folly of official secresy, ns practised
in England, and the nocessity for making
their own people acquainted in the first
instance, with every circumstance which is
imparted to foreigners.—Ep. Vor. Rev.

Cnaxer oF ProrricToRsuir.—~The proprie-
torship of the Erpositor-—a Counservalive
journal, published in Perth, county of Lan.
ark—passed last week into the hands of
the Law Firm of Becrorn & Etuior, Esqrs.,
barristers, eto., of that towce. The former
proprietor, Brevet Lieut. Coionel Scorr, will

in futuro mako Manitoba his home. We
feel nssured that the reputation of the Ex-
positor will bo enbanced in the hands of the
new propritors; that fresh vigour — and
more of it— will be infused into its columns,
and that it will, before many months have
elapsed, rank amongst tho bost conducted
of our country exchanges.



