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VON MOLIKE'S PIAN It
OF 1870’71

R THE WAR

(From the Pall Mall Gazellc)

Tho first volumo of tho * Iistory of the
Franco-Gorman War," propared by tho his
torical seotion of the Prussian general sinil;
hins just sppeared at Berlin, It contains n
yory inlorestihg memoranduin drawn up by
Goneral Von Moltko fn the wintor nf 1868,
sotting forth n completo plan of campaign
in tho ovont of & war with Frauce, and this
planiras carried out in its main fentmo when
tho war actually broko out in 1870. ‘Tue
momorandum  beging by an cstimato
of tho relativo strongth of the two armies.
At tho beginning, snys tho Ueneral, North
Germany wouldJonly, in consequenco of Jif.
ficulties of transport, and perhaps nlso of
pelitical difficultios, disposo of ten corps,
amounting in all to about 330,000, while
Franco would bring it.to the ficld a forco of
950,000, which would bo increased, after
aalling in tho reserves,to 343,000. ‘L'he pro
porlion between the opposing armics woulld
bo altered considerably in favor of P'ruesia if
tho Scuth Jorman States also took pait in
the war, or it tho threo roserve corps and
somo of tho iandwehr divisions woro brought
up in time. ““It is cvident,” says the meuo.
randum, “ how important it is to tako ad-
‘.imtago of the superiority wo should enjoy
at tho very beginning, even if tho Nortb
Gorman troops only were employed,  “This
alvantago would bo still further inuroased
at tho decisivo point if the French wero to
eond expeditions to the North Sea cossls or
to South Germaty.  Suflicient eans would
atill re;inin for defending the former.” As
for South Germany, conferences had already
been held ut Borlin with tho representatives
of tho South German contingents. It was
nscertained that North Germany could not
cfficiently protect the Upper Rline and the
Black Forest by sending her troops there,
and that the South would be .auch better
dofended by n union . all the German
forces on the diddle Rbine, wheuco thoy
could attack tho invaders in flwk either on
the right or tho loft bank of the river, and
speedily compol them cither to stop ur to
rolire, ‘The South Georman sovereigns
agroed to this, nnd the wholoe weight of the
responsibility of Jdefending the Fatherland
was then thrown on thoe North,

{*The neutrality of Belgium, Holland, and
Switzorland,” continues the memoraduu,
*“confines tho theatro of war to tho space
betweon Luxemburg and Basle.  We may
thereforo assume that the French will fiest
concentrate on the line of Metz and Suias.
Lurg, in order to turn our strong position on
the Rhiue, advance on the Main, divide
North and Soath Germany,comie toanagiee.
ment with the latler, aud then proceed to
tho Elbe.  The most effectual way of oppos,
ing this plan would be to concentrate all tho
troops at our disposal to tho south of the
Moselle, in the Bavariwn Palatinate. Tho
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prospectof an o1y ~access mig‘htln luco tho | tranaport matesiale, the Fiendli might as
Freneli to pu-li Inte South Gormany with (aemblo an army of 150,000 men ina very

part of their forees fiom Strasburg, but an  short timo on tho frontior.

‘This rapid ini.

operation carried out .long the lino of the iativo wouid be i accordanco mith the na.
Upper Khino would striko them in flank, jtonal character.and 18 apohen of m military
prevert their proceeding any further into gircles, ~upposing thatan army thus unpro-
the Blaclk Forest, and compel thom to seek yiged, which could in any caso bo assembled

an outlet on tho north.  If tho corps of B.

around Met., and cross tho froatier of sanr.

den and Wartemburg form a junetion with | iouis uu tho sih dey, wo should still be able
our left wing, wo shall Lo enabled 80 80 (4 prevent them in timo from using our rait.
strengthen §t 'y cciuforcement- from the fwios amd v disembark our main forco on

Palatino that 1 deciaivo Lattle might be cx

tho Rhuue,  Tho svaders would requiwro six

oxpected on tha heights of Ristatt, which, wacclies to reach that river, and on the

if in our fivor, would tank. the encmy’s ro
troat 0 disastes

I'or such nopurguse wo overnhioliing furees,

fuurteentis day they would bo stopped by
Boing 1 poesession

night detach a forco Jone our maln army of the brdges, wo should, a few days Iater
without danger, for thoe encmy will in this | tako (ke effunsive vauth an army doublo tho

caso havo Lecomo weaker on our front.

If {120 of that of our nggress 18,

o disnl.

tho I'rench wish to minko tho most completo . vantuges and dangers of sucts n courso on
uso of their railway system for the rapid (e partof Lranco aro 80 ovudent that sho

concontration of their forces, thoy will be
compelled to advance in two principal
groups, ty Strasburg and Mctz, scparated
by the Vosges Mountains, If the first, and
probably tho smallest, portion is not destin

od for an invasion of South Germany, its
junction swith tho main forco on the Upper
Moselle enn only bo effected by marching

Our army on the other hand, is posted in tho
Palatinato on the inner lino of operations,
between the two groups of tho enemy. Wo
may attack either separately, or, il wo nre
strong enough, both simultancously.  Tho
concontration of al) our forces in the Lower
Talitinato protecls both the Lower and tho
Upoer Rhine, aml permits an offensive
movement into tho enemy’s country, which,
il entered upon ot the right time, will pro

bably anticipate any invasion by the French
of German soil. The only question theroforo
is rhothor wo could push forward our army
without danger across the Rhine {o the Pala-
tinato, and thence close to the Fronch fron

tier ; and this question, should, in my opin

ion, be answered in the affirmative. OQur
preparations for mobilization are completo
down to the smatlest details.  Six uninter-
rupted lines of railway aro at our disposal
for the transpoert of troops to the district
between the Mosollo and the Rhine. The
tables routes which show the day and hour
of leaving and stopping for each detachment
of troaps are reudy.  On tho tenth dny tho
ficst detachments may alight near theFrench
frontier, and on the thirteenth day the com-
batants of two corps d'armec 1y asscmible
there, On tho eighteenth day the numbers
of our army in the field would bo raised to
throo hundred thousand men, and on the
twenticth day they can Le provided with all
the means of transport.

¢ Ag for the French nimy, we have norea

son whafover {0 assume tht its mobiliza

tions,and on these occasions the vicanciesin
the field army were filled from that which
remained at home. It is truoe that, by col-
lecting gniisons and corps inn the north eas

torn part of the country, and by means of
completo railway system and abundance of

would not lightly adupt 1t. (1,then, & march
to tho Daliunato aud the Mosulle 18 recog
nized ns praciicable, no objestion o the as.
sembling at that pomt o1 all the forces at
our ° sposal could ariso f o the apparent
uncovening of our front on the Rnne. . has
already been pomted out that our front is
protccied by tho neutrality of Belgium, und,
if tlus 1s violated, Ly tho distanco of tho
enemy, by our own strength, and by our
mihituty operations. © But abovo all, the
main ohjectof the operatiens 15 to be % the
scoking of tho principal force of enemy, nnd
attacking it wherever it may bo found,*"’ amd
throughout the memorandum especial stress
18 laid on the nccessity of cutting off' tho
French army from 1s communtcations with
Punis, and dniving 1t to the northern fron.
tior-

Tur Great Ses Toxsen.~—The tunnel un
der tho Straits of Dover, from England to
Franco is at length to bo commonced, a
jointstock company, for the purpose having
been organized and rogistered in london.
Two millionssterling will bo roquired for the
experimontal driflway, and the tunne! can
be finished in fivo years for five millions
sterling, working day and night from both
ends, Tho distance is twenty two miles,
awd as no shafts for ventiiation are spoken
of, it is understood that the plan includes
two parrallel tunnels with trains running only
in ono ditection through cach s0 as to keop
up n constant curren of air, Wo entorlain no
doubt of the ultimrte snccess of this; and
when it shall have been uccomplished thero
can bolittie doubt that it witlbo tho progen
itor of other groat works of the same char.
acter under the sen, just a3 tho short sub.
maring cables wero tho beginning of tho
great Atlantic cables. Applying this to tho
great problem of shortening the time nceu
py tho transit betwoeen Europo and Americs,
welind that it a tunnel wero driven under
tho channel to Ireland, and steamers run
from G .lway to the coast of Newfoundland,
and a tunnel ennneeting tho latter with the
mainland, via Capo Breton, the sen voyago
might be reduced to threo or fourdays, and
thewhole timo botween London and New
Yorll{c, traversed by seaand rait in about a
weck.



