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TBE PRESBYTERIAN CHUROH OF
ENGLAND.

LAST week we pave a short summary of
the proceedings of the recent meeting
of the Syrcd of the Presbytenian Church of
England, and we proposc now to draw attention
to tome features of special interest in her work.
There are many teasons why we of the Presby-
terian Church 1n Canada should take special
interett an the Eonghsh Presbytenan Church.
Like our own 1t is & Church formed by union,
thovgh as yet the few congregationsuftheChurch
of Scotland i England have not been incorpor-
ated with it.  Lake ourselves it has prospered
greatly since untonwasconsummated, It isclosely
associated also with us 1n the foreign nussion
lield, shanng with us the task of conquenng
Formosa for Chust.  In its aggressive spitit in
prosecuting home mission work, it rivals our own
cnterprise.  And last, though not least, it has
received from our Churcg some of us best
known and most tughly csteemed ministers, of
whom we need nienuon only Rev. Dr. Donald
Fraser, Rev. Dr. Monro Gibson, and Rev. R.
H. Thomton. There has been some reciprocity
in this mimstenal borcowing, whereby our
Church has benefited, and which we hope may
be further cultivated on both sides of the water,

Like our own Church, the English Presby-
terian Church is blessed with a noble band of
Elders, men of deep prety, and some of them also
of high intellectual attainments and exalted
social position, who freely give both time and
labour to Church affairs, Prominent amon
their distinguished men stands Dr. Leone Lev;,
whose annual report on the condition of the
Church is always awaited with much interest,
From his report presented at wne recent Synod
we find that in 1876 the Church had 256 con-
gregations, with 46,540 communicants, and that
now it has 286 congregations, with 61,021 com.:
municants=-a growth that is certainly enzour
aging when the obstacles in the way of progress
are considered,

The temperance work of the Church, we note
with special pleasure, is very vigorously cartied
on by the formation and uperation of temper-
ance societies as an integral part of the congre-
gational work—a plan w%\ich we trust will yet be
adopted in our own Canadian Church. There
are 240 such congregational socicties, having
now a membership of 23,471, a3 against 197
socictics with 19,356 members in the previous
year—a rate of growth which shows that tem-
perance work 1s prosecuted with great vigour
and success,

But to us the most interesting part of the
report is the record of the progress made n
foreign mission ficlds duning tie fm ten years.
In 1875 we find there were in China 12
ordained and 3 medical missionaries, 49 native
evangehsts and 66 stations; now there are 16
ordained and 6 medical mussionaries, 2 medical
teachers, 7 lady teachers and a2 membership 1n
the mission churches of 3.312.  There are fve
natise pastors entirely supported by their oan
congregations ; and there are in all 8o native
preachers actually engaged in, and go students
of theology preparing for, the work. These
figures give some idea of the surprising energy
ad rn;:sionary zeal of the English Presbyterian

ure

But at is in a portion of the foreign missionary
field dear to our Canadian hearty where the zeal
and energy of this Church may be seen most
conspicuous. They occul)y the southern part
of Fcrmosaand it isgenerallyadmittedhaveestab-
lished there one of the most successful and best
managed missions in the whole Christian
Church. Last week we drew special attention
to our own medical mission work in North
Formosa, and we shall take an carly opportumity
of explzining the glans $0 successfully adopted
by our {niends in Southern Formosa, not only in
this particular department of mission work, but
their general plans and poluy. It 1s well known
that the English Presbytenian mission in South-
ern Formosa was of the greatest possible assis-
tance to Dr. Mackay in entenng upon his work
in the north of the island. It will be remem-
bered that this mission freely placed at the ser-
vice of Dr. Mackay their best native helper, and
that this pious man was prematurely cut off in
the service of our Church to the great loss of

I
mision wotk In China generally, but especlally

in Southwrn Formota,  We are not aware that
the P'reshyterian Chureh in Canada has ever
fitingly acknowledyed Qs ovligations to the
English Presbytersan Chureh for s most valu.
able help to our Nocth Formosa misslon.  Per
haps il our own Church were better informed of
what i3 doing in the South the obligatlon would
not so long have remained undischarged.  But
as this is only a mauter of formality it need not
be dwelt upon here. It ks of much mote impor-
tance that our Church should fully understand
the admirable system of organization of the
missionatics and native workers that have laid
broad and deep the foundations of Presbyterian
polity in Southern Formosa. It is quite clear
that in the near future our own mission stafl in
North Formosa will have to be sirengthened,
and that De, Mackay, strong and active as he
is, cannot always continue to support the great
burden undertaken by him. The Church will
have to face the problem : what would happen
to our mission work in Notth Formosa i} Dz
Mackay in the providence of God were taken
away ?  Provision must be made for carryingon
this work along the lincs of Presbytetian polity—
a method that has not yet failed when fairly
tined cither at home or abroad. The system
adopted by the English Presbyterian Church in
Southern Formosa a&peats 1o us to afford a
ready solution to the problem before our
Church. [t will not do to wait until difficulty
angses. Itis now when things are going well
that we should provide for an emergency that is
sure to arise,

But 1o return to the Synod. Tlhe report of
the Jewish mission is alro of much interest.  Up
to the past yea their only field of labouranong
the Jews was in the city of London nself, but
lately they have sent out a medical missionary,
Dr. Ker, to Morocco, where there are said tobe
about 200,000 Jews with only onc missionary
labouning among them. As we have said in
other columns, we believe it is the duly of our
Church to follow the footsteps of our English
brethren.  Undoubtedly, the thoughts of Chris-
tian people everywheie are being moreand more
turned towards God's ancient people. It would
be the basest ingratitude on our part to show
mdtfference to their welfare.  When our Church
shall have decided to take part in this work also,
she will be able to learn much from the wisdom
and experience of our kinsmen beyond the
sca.

There are some other features in this repott
that we may return to, but in the mcantime we
shall conclude with greeting our sister Church
of England with all Christian salutations. We
carnestly pray that she may be even mote abun-
dantly blessed in the future than she has
been in the past.

JEWISH MISSIONS, -

HE present Bishop of London, Dr. Temple,
has the credit of saying that God elected

B |the Greeks to be the ideal of beauty to the

wcrld ; and the Romans to be the ideal of power
to the world; and the Hebrews, because of
their deep and mystical natures, to be the idcal
of religion to the world. Ve have high authority
far saying that * salvation is of the Jews.” Mote
than this—the highest type of morality comes
through them, for there i3 nothing in the world
30 elevating as the Two Tables of the Moral
Law promulgated amid the thunders of Mount
SinaL  We have also from the Jews the wisest
sanitary laws, regulations which, if faithfully
observed, would greatly reduce eatly mortality
amongmen. Wehavealso the Iewisz: Bible now
publishedinmorethan twohundred andfifty living
Janguages, and interwoven more than we can tell
in the language, literature and thoughts of the
English.speaking race. There are 8,000,000 of
Jews scattered througliou’ the world, Jesus
Chust gave the final command to His followers
before leaving this earth: “ Go ye into all the
world, and Lreach the gospel to every creature,
BEGINNING AT JERUSALEM.” Eighteen centunes
have passed since that command of the Eternal
King, and how has it been obeyed? In Eng.
land with its thirty millions of inhabitants, there
are two societies for the propagation of the Gos-
pet among the Jews. At the Jast annual meeting
ot oue of these societies in England one of the
speakers emphatically said: “ Weshould have Af-
teen or twenty societies to pay our debts.” What
have we Presbyterians in Canada as a Church
done to fulfil the command of Jesus Christ and
repay the debt we owe to the Jews, of whom the
great poet in his Hebrew Melodies so patheti-
cally said :
“Teibes of the wandering foot and weary breast,
W will ye iy away and by atren?

Whete
The wild dove hath her nest, the fox lts cave,
Maakiod their country—1Israel but the grave !

We Presbyterians have done nothing, or next
to nothing. In the line of what ocur contributor
“ M. R. K.” has been saying upon the impor
tance of the Church giving some attention to
this wotk we might repeat that there are two
British socicties operating in England and
abroad for the conversion of the Jews—one
the London Society in the hands of the Church
of England, of which the late Lord Shaftesbury
was president ; and the other the British So-
ciety for the Propagation of the Gospel among
the Jews. The latter is non-denominational
It has two Bishops of the English Church, as
patrons. One of its Honorary Secretaries is the
well known DPresbyterian minister, Adolphe
Saphir; and at its lart annual meeting the Revs,
C. Spurgeon and Adolphe Saphir were among
the speakess. It was founded on the 7th Now
ember, 1843, under the auspices of the Rev,
Robert M. McCheyne, Dr. James Hamilton,
celebrities of the Preshyterian Church, among

others. I3 income by fast annual statement
was about $35,000. It was leny rrcsidcd over
by Sir Culling Eardicy Eardley, Hart,  Preshy-
terians in Canada ull they have a Jewish nus-
sion of their own, may safely send offerings to
the Secretary of this Socicty, 96 Great Russell
St., Bloomsbury Square, London, England.

‘I'ne General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in the United States of America, con-
sisting of ncarly seo delegates, met in Minnea-
polis, Minn,, on May z20th. The Rev. B R.
Craven, D.D., having prcachcd the openlng
scemon on thesubjeet,  The Saviour’s Reward,”
(Phil L, 29, 30) Rev. Dr. David C. Marquis, of
Chlcago, was clected Moderator, It is noted
that although there was a contest for the mod.
crator's chair, the election was happly unat
tended by any of the unpleacant feeling so
Jdeplored in recent assemblies.  We regret to
notice that the Boards of ilome and For-
cign Missions, notwithstanding a considerable
increase in the gifts of the churches during the
year, have bad to report a debt, the former of
$43,000 and the latter of $57,000. The hope
is cvpressed that the adoption by a majonty of
the Presbytenes of the overture sent down by
the last Assembly, amending the Directory of
Worship so as to give a disunct chapter to the
« worship of God by offctings,” recommending
a weekly offering as a part of public worship, will

reatly help towards a steadier flow of funds
into the treasury.  Tha report of the Committee
on the Centenmial Assembly was adopted.  The
report recommended that the one hundredth
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Churchin
the United States be held in Philadelphia in
1888, that one day of that Assembly be specially
devoted to the presentation of historicat and
memorial addresses by petsons previously ap-
jointed, and that a Centenary Fund of $34,000,-
oco be raised by the Church,  This fund is to
be devoted to the permanent endowment of the
Board of Ministerial Relief and Aid for Colleges,
i sums of $1,000,000 and $500,000 rtespec-
tively, to the endowment of the other boards of
the Church, in sums sufficient to mect all the
costs of admistration, and to the endowment
of the theological seminaries of the Church, 1t
was also decided to invite the Southern Presby-
terian Chuech to co-operate in the Centennial.
For scveral years the Assenibly has been insti-
tuling enquirics nto the management of the
Board of P'ublication. A most carcful enquiry
conducted by experts has revealed some gtrors
i business methuds.  Resolutions wereadopted
locking to the correction of these crrors, while
cxpressive of the highest confidence in the hon-
csty of the Board"s management and in the use-
fulness of 1ts services  An important point for
out own Church to note specially is that the
Committee on Ministerial Relief was able to
report the unprecedented balance of twenty-six
thousand dollazs, ‘Twenty thousand 13 to be
devoted to restoring former reductions.  ‘This is
good news, and gives additional point to an
article in another column on our Aged and In-
firn Ministers' Fund. The remaining proceed.
ings of the Assembly we shall notice in next
issuc.

Ir the position taken by Dr. Jardine in his
able paper on the * Eldership” in last week's
REview is cortect, the fair inference is that the
Ruling Elder is or ought to be eligible for the
Moderatorship. And why should he not?
Why should any man be a member of 2 Church
Court or other deliberative and legislative body
who is ineligible to any of its offices? Would
the Church suffer in any way if one of our thou-
sands of ruling elders of discretion and approved
business capacily were at the next Assembly
elevated to the chair?  We think not, and what
is more, we would very much like to see some
action taken looking in this direction. It i
worthy of note that our biethren of the Southern
Preshyterian Church have just taken this step
in advance, the overture expressly affirming the
eligibility of Ruling Elders to the Moderatorship
havirg been adopted by the presbyteries. The
Overture is in these terms: * That to the
clause in form of Government, chap. iv., sec. 3,
par. 2, stating that ruling eclders ‘ possess the
same authority in the counts of the Church as
the ministers of the word,’ shall be added this
sentence: *When, however, a ruling elder is
moderator of a pmt:re:y. synod or general
assembly, any official duty devolving upon him,
the performance of which requires the exercise
of functions pertaining only to the teaching
elder, shall be remitted by him for execution to
such minister of the word, being a member of
the court, as he may select.'”

Last Friday afternoon and evening our streets
resounded with the cries of the newsboys shout-
ing “Here you arel Globe- Mast-News-IWorld.
and-Telegram — all-about the-great.pnize-fight §*
and it was evident from the mznner in whic
the offices were bulletined and the papers were
sold, that not a few must have tmughz that
the knowledge of the sickening detals of a
most disgusting form of socalled sport was
something to be desired. The horrible details
of brutal ** baitles” are doubtless acceptable to
many minds, but there are many, and we doubt
not, a large majority, to whom all such reports
are unspeakably revolung. If respectable news-
papers would leave all such matters to the
penny dreadfuls they would not suffer even
pecuniarily, and the heads of families and per-
sons of refined tastes would breathe more freely.
The debasing cfcct of the narratve of a prize
fight in a family newspaper, especially upon
young minds, cannot be comrected by a moral
essay in the same paper on the enormity of prize
fighting, ot the repott of a sermon by a popular
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THE AGED AND INFIRM MININTLRS' FUND,

Tuzer lsno fund of oor Church dn such v pooe ¢cone
didoa. The Invested funds acncunt to vedy little, and Jast
yeas the ioterest waenct suificlent to pay the mlserably
sroall amount due to the Jarge number of mlohters now
on the fund, and several more sre belng yeatly alded to
thedlst,

Why I8 §t needed at 212 Vecause of the ultedly Inades
quate satanes of the great msjority of our mirlsters,
Many of thess men have devoted thelr hearts and lives—
theit whole 1l ve and strength to the service of the Church
—~aficr & long and capensse educstion of from eight to
ten years, and then have barely received enovgh o pay
cutrent expenses.  Some even «f the hardest and most
sutcessful workers, who willingly devoted not merely sie
monthy, Lut more than a yeaz 1o the misilon field—refus:
fr every eall Lecause the (athers of the Church thought
it desteabtewpathezing together groups of people, travel
ling thousands of milles on foot ot on horieback along the
worst of rosds, preaching and expounding from houte to
house {ncessantly—content with the pootest accommoda.
ton, such at the new settless could aforl—=many of tke
greupsthusformed Lelng now large and foutlshing congte:
gatlons—and yet have not had even their cutrent expenses
psid, but often having to che out their salartes from thele
privaie means—=1lil all thele means weee exhausted, whils
helpiag 1o ray for several new chusches fot the Lepefit of
out L'eesbyterian cause, Some of these gave one foutth
of thelr small salary of $500 to this oliject, while at the
sume thme theie health was Lroken down from overwork
ing, Ly which they Incurred heavy addiilonal expenses.

In sonme cazes they have had Lo spend several thounsnd
dollazs of private means, besldes many years of escestive
toll and cate §n the seevice of the Church, and have
nothiog left foz old age but poverty and privatlon. And
then after all this toll and ssecifice dutlnp forty or fifty
years, all that §s promised them s about $200 & year,
besldes the retiring allowance they may receive from their
congregations, I8 §i hight that such a state of thing should
be sltowed Ly the wealthy members of our Church? 1las
not the Ring and 1lcad of the Chureh laid the Auty of
advansing His cause equally upon all His people ? Why
then should the chief hurden be allowed to fall on a few,
ot ministers be evpected to make all the sacribce. ?

Should not al! Chelstians tealite that il that they baxa

Letongs to Cheist, and should be used fa such a way a3
will best promote Elis gloty? e says, ** Ye ate not
your own ; ye ate bought with a price.” I some men
are called to devote thelr whole timne to the work of
Chelst, surely they should be properly sustained by their
fellow Christlanswho devote themsclves to making wealth,
Now the Great Head of the Chutch made ample provision
for MHis servants under the old dispensatlon, and He
has commanded 11s people propetly to sustain the Gospel
minkstry as well. (Lukex, 7; I. Cor. ix, 11-14 3 Cal
vL 6 1. Tim. v, 18). Some may ask what might be a
proper suppott ?
s The fate James Lestie, of Eglington, many yearsago
cditor uf the Torents Keaminer, when discupsing the quess
tion of an established Chureh, to which he was opposed,
yet stated that owing to the many calls upon a minister,
and the expentes necessary 1o nalntain his position
aright, (bat he should receive a salary ““three times as large
as the average Income of hls people.” If this reasonalle
principle, set forth by an intelligent layman, not belong:
iog to any leading denomination, were acted on it would
greatly increase the salary of many of our minfiters—
many of those ministers by glving the tiroe and cfforts to
tusiness which they have givento the Church, might have
sctumulated wealth, DBut when they devoted themselves
to the service of the Churcli they did not expect wealth,
Bot they had a right to expect that thelr expentes would
be met, and that they would be ensbled to Tay up a modest
competence for old age, Hut In the majority of casesthis
has oot beea realized. Only a few munisters are so fote
tuaate as to have wealthy members and spirited penerous
leaders who see that they receive a prope: salary, acccrd.
for to thelr place and posltion, so that they ate not osly
placed above privation but are enabled to lay up some-
Ihing for old age. Years ago regulations were made by
the Aged and Infirm Mlaisters' Fund Committeze that at
least $10 per year of serviceshould be paid to ministers oa
the fund ; that is, that after forty years of setvice or more
wach annuiiant sheold be entitied 10 $400 pet annom) but
tbe want of funds has prevented that Leing cartied out.
Evea the $400 would ot do much more than pay house
rent, fuel and water rate [n & city ; snd those that dutiog
the greater part of their lives have been accustoaied to
town or city life would be compelled to reside in some
country distslct in order to live at sll.

Dut what shall we say of an aged misister having to
depend on the highest amount now pald, namely, about
$100a year? Let educated men who spead their thouss
ands imagine, if they can, the misery thus caused, That
Jjostice demands that at least such a provision should be
ade for dissbled ministers a3 was cootemplated by the
committes becomas more evident whea we consider the
generous provition made by the clvil service for servants
of the pablic, they belag gencraly allowed about hall of
theit ample salary whea superanoaated. Even polices
meo who only require Lhe merest elements of education,
are yet far better provided for than minisiers of the Gospel
afier long years of the most expensive edacation, as well
a3 requiring large and expeosive hibratics properly 13 dise
charge thels daties. Thus the Toranto police, aftet flleen
years' service, are ¢ntitled ta one-third theic salary—over
$200 & year, and after twenty years to onehalf, or from

f | over $390 16 $500 2 yeat of a retlring allowance, Thus

they are more than twice as well peovided for as ministers
of the Gotpel.

Now in ordet to jntare that small anocity to ministens
of $10 per year of service we requite a fund of $100,000,
aod that to be sapplemented by the yemrly colicarions
throaghout the Chuich and by the manisters’ rates. Many
ministers would be willing to focrease the amoust of thew
rate If oaly atsored of such provision for old age. Far
better double the rate f neccstary (han be kept down to
the prescat paliry annvity. Some say, why not (avest in
an nsurance company and thos provide for old aget All
very well for the few who have large salaries, but how
&an this be done when your salary barely meets yoor cur
rent expenses, ot does not weet them? The American
Presbyterian Charch hasa furnd of $1,000,000 ior The
same object, and ooe gentleman left $20,000 to ths fand
of oer Chareh 1a the Mantime Provinces, thus setuag &
noble example 1o oot rizh Prasbyteriass of the Western

preacher.

Provinces.



