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PAUL AN AMIBASAADOR wb QoD

1’aul needed no letters of commendation from men, howover
high their authonity in the church.  Hia appointment av a minister
of Chirist waa not recetsed from men.  Hw was God’s ambassador
by direct appointment. Nor was lio a minister plenipotentiary
juvested with full power to negotinto terms of peace. 1o was
invested only with power to proclaim to men the terms on which
tho King of kings would welcotno them to become axain His Joyal
and loving subjects. ‘This mesusgo was one of frea grace and
pardon, a revelation of God's love for men shown in the death of
Chriat Hin 8on, for whone sake Hu now biesceches men to be recon-
ciled to Hun, ‘Thin is the climax of divine condesceasion.

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

International S. S. Lesson.
Lrssox 11— Pavy asy tne Painiepiay Janen —Juery 11,
(dcts xvi, 22 24.)

Gowvky Trxr—** Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
thalt be saved, and thy house.,”"—Acts xvi. 31

Tistx axp Prace—Shortly sfter last lesson; Pubippi.

IxTrODUCTION~Tt is not certain for how long a time Paul and
his companious wero pernutt-d to continuo without intersuption tho
work o favorably beguu in Plubippi, but it appears to have beon
for svino time. Paul's company consisted at this timo of Sias,
whom he had tsken with him from Auntioch, Luke, who, at this
point in the narrative, uses tho first person plural, and Timothy,
who had become his companien at Lystra, While engaged in their
Gouspel work at Pralipp, they wero interrupted by “a certain
damucl posseased with a spirit of divination,” and her demoniac
powers were uscd hy her masters as a source of yein. At length
Paal, * being gricved,” commanded tho evil spirit to ceme out of
her. Thixso enrsged her masters, who had their means of gain
thus cut off that they seized upon Paul and Silas and brought them
beforo the magiatrates, with tho result stated in our leson.

VErsE BY VeRsg.—V. 22, “‘Tne mul.itude rose u, ~They
wero stirred up to chis outbreak by tho owners of the slave girl out
of whom 1’aul bad cast the ovil spirit. ** Rent off their cluthes.”—
IL.e., The clothes of Paul and Silas, that thoy might bo beaten.
¢ Beat them.”—~Ths word mecans, beaten with rods. This differed
frowm scourging, which was inflicted with the scuurge, a whip with
many strands, the ends of which wero armed svmetimes with pieces
of lead or sharp iron.

V. 24. “ Inner prison.”—This was probably an underground
dupgron. ** Feet fast in the atocke. "~ Ntocks were wooden frames
into which the feet could be locked in such a mauner as to cause
groat ruffering.  Tho apirit of tha jailer is ahoxn by tho fact that
e went Leyond the ordors of tho magistratee in the cruel treatment
of the apoatlen.

V.25, ¢ At nadmght.” - Their sullerings frem their strip:s and
from the torture of thealocks would prevent their aleep. ¢ Prayed ”
~Duubtless for grace and strengih to bear the trial.  “Sang
prases.”’—Happy 1n the asaurance that their prayers were answered,
and that tho Lord was with them for their dofence.

V. 2G. ** A yceat carthquake.™ — This scems to havo covurred at
the mulmght hour while Paul and Nilas were engig~d in prayer and
singing. **Doors were opeaed ., . bands were lvosed.” -1hoso
circumstances indicate that while the cartl ynake may have been a
oxtural phcaomenen, there were attendant miracuhvas features,

V. 3%, **Would have killed lamaell. "—The Rewan jatler was
rospansible with his owu hfc for th- safe-keepiry of s prisoners.

V.28 ¢ Camo trembling” = Being tetroratricken,  ** Sprang
in.” —1nto tho inner prison whicre Paul aul Silavwere.

V. & ¢ Brought them out.”— Qut of the durgcon into the main
prison.  ** \What must I4do to he saved ¥ ~-We nuat supposc the
yiler ad hoard gometlang of the gospel preached by Paul, was
consctuey of 810 and was filled with alarm, and theugh he may not
have had a very clear idea of the meaning of the word salvation, he
cxracatly desiraed halp.

V. 31 * Believe, ete. "—Trust in Clrist as Saviour. °* Be
aaved. "~ From ain and its peaalty.

V. 32, ¢ The ward oof the Logd - The trurlia of the ospel were
explamed to hun.

V. %3 ¢ Washed their str.pea 7= Wonnds made by the beating
they halreceived,  ** \Was baptrzad — On profoasien of thar faith
in Chrast, Trasbaptsm nuat have beets pesformed within the prison.

V. 31 ¢ Brought them anto his house.”- Xlt witlan the prisen,
but that part of 2t ecupted by the pader aud s fanuly.
s Repo.ond."—In the new found salvatien.

Tuevanis - The arte-t of 'aul avd Silas wae iccnred nnder
{alse yrotensione Tho masters, who wero robted of their decep-
tivo ragtiota for money-making. were threwd rnough to cozcial

I'ne Prespyterian Review.

their resl motivos, ‘Thois who disturb the falee pesco of sinnera
ure often d=nonnced uy distutb:ra of the vublic peuce; and sa it
wsg with Pavnl and Suue. ‘Theflret charge was that they diatnrbed
the city. Tho truth wae, they ar.u«ed the sinner from hie faleo
repoee, Thoe rcoend charge was, that they wero presentivg Jewich
beliefe, to take thoe place of their vwn, which wero Roman., The
truth wae, they wero touching the pride and orror of sinfal men,
who did not care to bo reformed. The masters of the elave-gicl
cunningly gained tho poople, uud they, like a mob, gave their
voio3 sgtinst thoso holy men upon thoe statement of falge uccaears.
Like wicked officers, the magistratea dared not act contrary to
public sentiment, and thoy used all 1he strength of the law sgainet
the neensed. Each in his torn shared in the finpritonment of
Panl and Silae. Begisning with tha masters, pushed hy the
people, sentcnced by the magistrates, beaten by the officer, and
led to pris~n by the keeper, they felt the strength of Ruman hatrod.

Tte worship at midnight was unuenal among prisoners; but
the priconers wero unusual cheracters. They were stifled in the
damp, clote atmorphere aboant them. They were sfllicted by the
tleeding woonds upon their backs. They wers cramped by stocks
and chaine, Thoy were in darkness and fillh, Bure'y they were
not iuspired by their surroundiogs, They breathed {reely a
hoavenly atmosphere. They were healed throngh faith in Him
who had bled and died for their salvation. They wero at liberty
in tho Spirit. They wero filled with light and life, washed from
all filthiness of the flesh and epirit. Their worship came from a
heart full of haly love. Prison walls, darknees and sflisction conld
bo but temporary, while the pecaco and joy in belioving, if
cherished, would bo unonding. They worshiped God, and it was
found that they had & liatening congregation ; how large, they did
not know, neither could they know how favorably they were
impressed, but they reached the ear of God, and received an
suswer from Him, It the Romans hated them and their cause,
God loved them, and burat the bonds of sfiliction which bound
them.

The earthquake brought deliverance. It effeoted wonders in
thas prison at Philippi. Prison-docrs woro opencd, chains wore
loored, while light dawncd apon tho hearts and consciences of the
keeper and tho prisoners, sud lod them to liberty in Chriss.
Alarm gave way to ioquiry, und thoe liberated prieoncra became
teachera to those bound by Satan’s chaine. The prison that had
been made a peaceful chapel of prayer and praise, suddenly
became sn alacmiog place of judgment. The sight which met the
jriler's oves, when he awoke, bound bim in fetters of fesr and
agooy, Ilie extromity was God's opportunity, und his ready
instrument perceived tho danger, and gave His voice to prevent it.
The next sceno ia tho prison was that of a trembling, repeoting
keeper, learniog the way of repentance and faith. Then came the
beautiful aod zatoral results of that knowledge. Tho stount.
hoarted jailer was the tonder nursc to the suffering, bat faith{ol
instractors. He had naorsed epivituasl heslth, and, in return,
eought to restore temporol health. The prison becams the
spiritaal birthplace of a ftamily of sonle. The cbaiu of circom.
etances lesding to the glorious rcruits mixht bo forgotten, bay the
rejoicing of that heur was recorded :n heaven.

The yuecation agked brv the jailer was important and candid,
Ho fell down befors his benefacicrs in tokon ol his willingness to
hear and believe their words, It was un admission of his lost,
sinful condition, and an appeal for help. It wasasked, regardlens
of tho opinicn4 of wa,isirdtes or pasple. It was acked on behalf
of his own stlf!— pot what his ratior, ¢r townsmen, must do;
bat what be must do to be eaved. His coaviction was genuine.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOA.

DAILY READINGS,

Firat Day—Paal and the Philippian isiler. Acts xvi. 16.40.
Socond Day—** In stripees, 30 imprisonments.” 2 Cor. vi. 1.18,
Third Day—"* For whem: T have soffered.”  Phal, i, 1 21
Fourth Day—*"Nene of these things moveme.”  Acte xx, 17.35
Fifth Day~** Fersecuted bt not forsaken.” 2 Cor. 1+, 1-19.
Sixth Day—Tho createst of all questione,  Acts ii. 837 47,
Praver MEkTING Torie, July 11—-How 7nx BosiNess oy 1z
Caenai 1s voNE : Hxr Coxstitemion axn Corare,  Actsvwi. 1.8,

EDMONTON FRESBYTERY Y. P. S. C. E. REPORT.

Wo frel that the report 0! your commitiece on young pecplea’
socicties will be meagre and unratisfacrory for two roasone—the
formative state oof ths moverment in cur Prestytery and 1ho inex-
preience of the ono preparing this report.  But as the germinating
proceas in plant lifo may be and is described by the scienting, 50
the initial stages o! C. E. work in oar Prosbyier is entitled to des-.
ctiption brief 2ad bare thongh it may be.




