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BUNYAN IN PRISON,

Witen Bunyan In the prison patient sighed,
The sights and sounds of chicerful day denled,
The Icfemi s2ys, he once n careless whith,
Tock {rom his ciu!r which filled the corner dim
Alntle gl and lo !t he deftly made
A rustle flute, his lonehinessto ald
And oft, as ev’ning ploom arornd ;ﬂm fell,
And shadows slanted In the dukening cell,
\When vitio n of bis wife or Sauphter Llind
Sore tnied kis fuith, and tempied thoughte unitad,
The 1all removed from fis retreat would Le,
With some sweel stralas 1o make Apellyon fees

« Then Hote her pinwng would again expand,
And Doubting Castle change to Devlah land g
Blut whence the soundsthat marked each day's dechne
The list'ning Janitor could ne'es dlvine
Ot as he tiied their hidden source to trace
He trled {n valn—the rall was In its place!

In bondage here, by tin and sorrow tried,

We, too, as Zlen's ¢hildzen must abide

But, oh, despondent one, forlorn and sad,

Is there 5o ** Way ™ 1o male the Journey glad +

Sa{. did the Fathe - for Uis child desygn

A hife of care, a preclous life ke thine?

Behold fu every Llade of grass that blows,

In every streani that wakes the vale's repose,

In yosder sparzow llying 10 its nent,

A theme for musde in a thoughtful breast ;

With volce {n common, one and alldeclace

Themselves the objects of the Father's ¢ate s

Leatn thou the l2ston, and thy Joyful guise

Shall men Lehold, and praise with wonl'rlng cyes.
: —Quiver for Mas ek,

THE SERMON: THE PEW AND PUL-
PIT IN UNISON.

‘Turre is a constant and reasonable dermand
that the scrmon shall jmprove in its matter and
manner. People naturally think that if preachs
[ing-isahe mosttimpoitaut communicalion held
between mortals, there should be no limit to the
improvement of the sermon, cxcept the limit of
human possibilitics.

In thisthey are manifestly right, and preach.
crs bring o honour to their cause or themselves
when they disparage preaching through under-
estimating the scrmon, or being carcless in their
pulpit preparations.

But therc is another side which should be
scen by the people who raise the standard of
preaching to such a height,  Preaching is not
mnerely delivering a sérmon : it involvesits tecep-
zion, ¥ How shall they hear without a preacher 2
Quite true ¢ but is it not pertinent o inquire,
" How ghali they preach without a hearer?”  If
a man went alone into a church and repeated
something he had committed to memory, would
any onc say that hc had preached a sermon?
Certainly not:  In our opinion, il a nian were
to repeat a discourse to a thousand people, and
were concerned only not 10 make a mistake 1n
the repetition, he would not be “preaching.”
Preaching concetns itself witit tAe Aearers and
qith Aearing  ‘T'he pulpit and the pew must
unite togclhcr. No man, 1o angel, not even the
Lord Ilimself, could preach to us if we refused
to receive the Word, It is said in Holy Scrip-
turc of a certain audience, who sat under high
preaching, that “ the Word did not profit them,
not being mixed with faith.”

It is time that people, who call themselves
Chustians, should be made to feel the pew's
part of the responsibility in the success of the
scrmon.  In studying this subject, regard must
be had 10 the laws which govern the case, and
not to the extraordinary and quite exceptional
occurrences in the course of much preaching.
Even what seemns to be exceptional results may

be traced to- the law whea we can learn what
that las really is, For iustance, soinctimes
men saunter into a church-in a state of semi-
intoxication, and she Word of God cyts them tol
the heart like an drrow.  Somctimes'in cmwds,l
the larger poriion of whom are carcless and,
prayetless, or ¢ven prejudiced  against the,
preacher and his mcssage, or even hating both,
the people have fallen before the Gospel as
Dagon fell before the ark.  In alltimes of great
revivals of religton, fools that “come to mock,
remain to pray’”  But even in these cases, those
who believe in the power of prayer must feel
that some onc was .prat'ing, that there was a
peculiar state of the spiritual conditions, and
thatif the Holy Spirit: in the overflowings of
mercy towards - them-who are  uninstructed,
pours blessings where they are not soug.(1 t, by
thase who are of the houschold of faith, and
thosc to whom the Gospel has come, the mcans
which ar¢ appointed of God must be used if
the end is to be fully gained.

There is this to be.noticed about ursuccess-
ful sermons, namely, that the responsibility is’

almost always laid upon one of the partics to |

the transaction, aad that. ordinarily -he.is ‘the
mot¢ innocent patty—namely, the preachern
A congregation creates the conditions of failure,
and then holds the preacher responsible. To a

v

man or a body of men, with such a temper, how
can any god come from sermons ?

Now, 1t scems to us that the Christian man in
the pew shiould feel himsell as much bound to
sustain his ¢nd of the sermon as the preacher to
discharge all his dutles [n the premiscs, To that
cnd he should secure for himself all the physi.
czl, intellectual, and spiritual preparation needed
to make a sermon profitable to his sou), and
(cuitful of good wotks in his life.

"T'hat preparation cannot be made on Sunday
morndng. It must begin carlicr, It should be
hegun not later than Saturday, Al business
should be regulated so as to close 0y the even-
ing of the last day of the week, and the house,
as well as the business, be set in order for the
arproachmg day of rest and devotion,  Thero
should be no companions cntertained at the
house, no places of amusement visited, however
proper on othet evcnin;}s, no sitting up late. A
full and thorough night’s rest should be sought.
If thete be ficedom at the table, the Christian
man should hegin to dict bitself and regulate
his digestion, so as to be in 1he fullest possible
bodily health togreet the Sunday’s sun, He
should sec that his breakfast is sufficiently gen.
erous and temperate to secure the best scomar
chic conditions, so that the'senses shall not Le
dulled by indigestion. .

As far as precticable, all cares should be
abated.  Awrangements should be made to have
all questicas of a perplesing character put off
till the uext week, if not capable of being settled
before Sunday, Into a mind full of saw.mills,
and faclorics, and banks, and rallroads, and un.
finished bargaing, how can the setmwen enter with
any prospect of deing good 2 This is plain, and
yet some Christtan men will sit up until wid.
night over thelr books, their plans, their specifi-
cations, their preposals, and after a troubled
night's slecp, risc late, cat an unsatisfaciory break-
fast, rush off to churel, and reach the seivice
“after the first lesson out of the Holy Seriptire
has been read and after the confession of sin
and the intercession for pardon have been made.
Then they demand that the sermon shall make a
most dc!ightful impression upon their pertutbed
spitits and muddlcd brains, .

I'here is an intellectual preparation needed on:
the part of the peon'e. ..Christjang theeld
spend at leastan hour before service in studics'
that bear upon religion. There should be a
Sunday library in every Christian home, a
library of books of high character, discussing
the practical themes of human  salvation,
in onc department of which should be the
books of such authors as ‘Thomas a Kempis,
Baxzter, Daddeidge, John Newton (¢ Cardipho-
nia "), Wilberfotce (" Practical View "'}, Bunyan,
Ieigh Richmond, ctc., et Then thete should
be such Looks as the Bampton Lectures, the
Duke of Argyll's * Reign of Law,” the publiea-
tions of the Victoria Institute and of the Ameri.
can Institute of Christian Philosophy, and of the
Socicty for the Diffusion of Rebigious Knowledge,
and other books of real science--science taught
devoutly. An hour among such books would do
much towards tuning the mind for that worship
which prepares for the sermon.

But, above all, there must be spirituat prepara.
tion. 'The man must go to the church to wor-
ship, to be taught, to be shown the sores of his
soul, the necds of his spirit, the methods God
has adopted and proclaimed for his recovery, and
how all this is to.be uscd. ‘T'he whole force of
his critical ability mt st be expended on himself,
e is 10 have notitme and no heart 1o emticise
his ncighbour or the preacher. He must be
clothed with humility. He must desire truth and
tightcousness asa starving man hungers for bread
and thirsts for water.  He must look upon the
preacher as upon the physician and surgeon of
his soul, for whom he prays most sincerely and
devoutly that the God who gives skill and suc-
cess may bless His seevant in the pulpit who has
care of Elis servants in the pew.

This much at least is necessary to make a ser-
mon a success.  Lvery man who cenlers the
church without any of this preparation militates
by his presence against the sermon. It is like
opening one window for the cold air to enter,and
then ancther and then another, as one prayerless
hearer atter another takey his scat an the pew;
and when all the windows are flung open the
pour preacher is expected to keep the house just
as warm as if every aperture were closed, It is
this creating of antagonistic conditions and then
expecting succour from the sermon, which de.
monstrates the folly and injustice of a great por-
tion of dizcoursc about scrmons.

On a ficld full of rocks, unfenced, uncleared,
unplowed, unmanured, a man is asked to-sow
sced,  He sows the best seed in the best way,
and nc know the result, And because the result
is not the same as when the ccd is sownin the
same manner on ground cleared, plowed and
fertilized, the scrmon iy $aid to be losing its
power.

Who is.responsible?  How far are you rcs-
ponsible?—Dr. Deenss in Pulpit Treasury.

A Sacren Sigur.—There isno new and sacred
sight openito the cyes.of presend generations
better worth study, than the rising of the unob-
seured orb of Christianity in the far East—
Foseph Ceek.

Kission %ork.
- .A Mnnonm.‘ -—-Rcv.“ W. I!._ S;c-cl. n. i).. has
Just given $5,000 to the Reforned {Dutzh) Fors

eign Missicns as 2 memorial of his deceased son.
Better than-marble or granite.

A Stuaw.—Not less than tuo thonsand chils
dren marched in procession at the annual Sun.
dag-8chool fcsliva‘ a few weeks ago In Tucknow,
India. 'The boys were nearly all Hlndus and
Mohamunedans, and two clephants graced the
protession.  That straw looks as if the stream
were.-running.  Missions are not quite a failure.
—Tndependent.,

Tux: Misstonany’sConvinence.-=When Mot
rison, the {liuttrious pioncer of Cliristian missions
in China, was taking his passage nearly eighty
years ago, the consignees of the ship snecringly
askeg, * Do you expect you are going to convert
the Chinesg 2" His answer silenced if it did not
satisfy them ¢ “No, Fam not, bl God i Hare
is tho confidence of true faithwthe faith that
grves for mission work, as well as gogs to it for
the giver and guer are partners with God in the
glorious enterprise,

Avrica,—Every niew deyclopment as to the
Congo Valley adds to its interest and ympore
tani e It is even more populous and fertile than
was supposed.  The course of the Congo seems
to be o vast Jacustrine terzitory, reached in all
parts by boats of lizht draft.  Missionaries on
the Congo have penctrated a thousand mile.
into the interior.  Foutteen Protestant and four
R. Catholic stations crected, and from £2,000
to 58,000 dizbursed. A prominent woman in
Onitsha, just made enr, & sort of female sove-
reign, astonished all by decreeing that all wowen
should go to church on Sunday;.and herself

oing, heading a procession of women noted for
idolatry, Slave trade still active on cast coast;
cargy of fifty slaves rescued In July, and mostly
sens’ back home.—Native Christian martyrs in
‘Ugtiyde tortured and.bumed, clung to Jesus and
prelsag God in the fire. ¥ .Only-‘eizht. yean-hgo
% : e i Vel ond) nm cha b
‘of Victarig*Nyanzs ;:church at Rubdga now'has’
108 COMMUMICARtS.=="77omt. ‘Monmdhlys =<~ -+

A Hicn Trisure.—=Lately a Christian was
bringing bis daughters from his home, several
days' journey in the interior, to the school at
Chefoo. A prominent merchant from the city
spent the mght at the same ian.  Afler the
cvening meal the nicrchant asked the Christian
if he would take charge of a parcel for him dur-
ing the night, as hc wished to visit some friends.
In the motning, when he called for the parcel,
he ranarked, 101 had not known jou wete a
member of the Christtan Church, I would not
have ventured to entrust this parcel, containing
many saluables, to you, hitherto a stranger 10
me. 1 have studied the Christian books and
understand their teaching. 1 have waiched
closely the conduct and dealings of the mission.
arics and converts, and ain persuaded that the
Gospelas true ; but the obssrvance of the Sab
bath, -and other difficulties conunected with a
Christian profession, make it impossible fer me
to be a Christian and carry on a successful busi.
ness at present,”  This man is undoubtedly a
representative of many othors.—The Joreign
Alisstonary.

Scortann anD Cutva—Sir Michael Connat
presided at a mceting in Free St Matthew's,
Glasgow, in connection with the local auxiliary
of that Enplish Presbyterian mission to China
which was founded in 1847 when the devoted
. C. Bums, its first mi-sionary, went.out (o
vhe field in which he died. Tt was in 1855 that
an association was formed in Scotlanid to ;id the
English Presbyterians in the good work; and
it is a fact specially worthy of note that this asso-
ciation was the first public body in the notthern
kingdom to draw attention to Christian work in
China, * It should also be added that the mis-
sionarics sent out have, almost to a wnan, gone
from Scotland. Thueir cfforts have been remagk-
ably owned and blessed.  The first station was
Amoy, and from that small centre the work has
radiated until it covers a region onthe mainland
oo niiles long by 150 to 200 broad, the half of
the island of Lormosa, the Hak.-Ka cotutry in
the north-western portion of Canion, and the
island of Singapore. The solnary centre has
incrcased to four large and important centres,
and the staff from onc ordaincd missionaty to
fiteen, seven medical, and two  mitssionary
teachers. In addition to these there are five
native pastors and no fewer than 73 native cvane
gelists. At cach centretherearea fully equipped
medical missionary hospital,a theological college,
and clementary as well as secondary schools,
Christian literature is being prepared and an ac.
tive work, thiough the press, is being carried on
at Swalow and 10 Formosa, The methods em-
ployed have been directed to the founding of a
native - church—self.governing, sclf-supporting,
and aggressive ; and wt is onc of the most hope-
ful features of thiz mission, which has now 3,105
adults in full communion, that Its progress has
been largely owing to the clorts of the native

Christians.— CAristian Leader.
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Woman's Work.

W. F. M 8.
OQUFIPH PRESRYTERIAL YOCIETY.

Tag first meeting of the Guelpn Presbyterial
Socicty was held in the lecture room of Chaliners’
church, Guelph, on Thursday, 25th February.
The day was very unfavourable, as heavy rain
was falling, notwithstanding this there was a
large attendance of delegates from socictics in
the Presbytery, and fricnds belonging to the
city. ‘The ladies of the Guelph auxiliary had
provided lunch for the delegates on theirarrival,
At theafiernnon meeting Mrs, Smellic, of Fergus,
president of the society, occupied the chair, and
conducted the devotfonal excrciscs, portions of
Sgripture being read responsively,  Mrs. Ward-
rope, of Guelph, welcomed the dalegates and
friends.  Mrs, Mair, of Fergus, replied in place
of Mrs, Muilan, who was unable to be |.resent.

‘Fhe president reviewed the wotk accomplished
by the Society since [ts formadion, nine mwonths
ago, and gave a gencral outlook over the mis.
sionaty horizon. Many new ficlds are open
requinng increased efforts

The sccretary reported that the following
auxiliaty sogiclies had been organized @ Erin,
Belwood, Tergus (St. Andrew’s), Betlin and
Eramosa, and two mission bands, onc in
Belwood, 2nd congregation, and  * Willing
Workers,” Melville church, Fergus. ‘The Presby-
terial Socicty now includes cight muxiliaries and
two mission bands,withatotal membership of 363!

The trcasurer, Miss lelen Cant, of Galt,
presented the financial statement: The whole
year's contnbutions as shewn by Society's reports
amount to $541.68. Of this amount, a part had.
been sent to the general treasurer by the soci-
etics existing before the Presbytsrial Socicty was
formed. Reports from auxiltarics were read by
the respective seeretaries, and all show prégress
and interest. )

Miss Ebert, of Galt, read a very inferesting

per onM‘: l:lc]hal;"' l:'\n atildcd interest }iras felt
ecause . Miss Jibe, 1 has ihg. prospect.of. goin
out to India to_,englgé in the 30?1:%%%‘5&1:5

& aper on " The bencfits wé'dérne
work ay individuals dnd corigregations”

The office bearers having only served a por-
tion of last year were, on motion re-clected to
hold office till the next annual meeting to bé
hield in Knox church, Galt, nest Febroary, ‘The
officers arc: President, Mrs. Swuiellic: Vice-
Presidents, Mcesdames Wardrope, J. K. Smith,
and Drainie ; Sccretary, Mrs, McCrac ; Treasurer,
Miss Helen Cant.  Afler prayer by Mrs. J. K.
Smith, of Galy, the Doxology was sung, and a
short time was spent in social intercourse before
the guests ieft for their homes,

LANARK AND RENFREW,

‘T'ite third annual mecting of the Lanark and
Renfrew W, I M, Presbyterial Socicty was held
on Tuesday afternoon, 231d February, in the
Temperance Hall, Carleton Place.  There were
delegates from, Pembroke, White Lake, Renfrew,
Awnprior, Clayton, Ramsay, Almonte, Ashton,
Swith’s Falls, Penth, Balderson, and a fair
represeatation of the Carleton Place Auxiliary.
In the absence of tae President, Mrs. McKenzie
of Almonte, teok charge of the meeting, and was
assisted in the devotional exercises by Mrs,
Wilson, of Arnprior, and Mrs. Macalister, of
Ashton. The minutes of the previous meeting
were read and sustained, as were also the reports
of the Corresponding Secrctary and ‘Treasuter.
‘The address of * Welcome " to the delegates was
gwven'by Mrs, James Dickson, of Carleton Place,
and responded to by Miss Riddell, of Perth,
"Then followed the President’s address, urging
upon the members of the Society the great need
for more thorough consecration and devotion
to the wortk,  An excellent paper on “'The
Mite Box” was read by Mrs. Charles Frost, of
Smith's Falls, The oficets for the ensuing year
are Mrs. Ao AL Seott, Carleton Place, President §
Mrs, McKRenzie, Almonte, 15t Viee-Pres.; Mis
Mylne, Smith's Falls, 2nd Vice-Pres; Mrs, ],
Dickson, Carleton Place, Ree. Sec; Miss Wylie,
Alnonte, Cor. Sec.; Miss Stark, Carleton Place,
Treasurer.  During jthe year there were five
misston bands :m:i onc auxiliary organized,
The amount contributed for 1835 was $1,275,
being 555 mere than the preceding year.
Afyr consuderable discussion on various topics
conceraing the working of the Socicty, a very
interesting and profitable meeting was brought
to a close by Mrs. Ballantyne, of Pembroke,
leading in prayer: In the cvening a public
meeting was held in Zion church, when the
Socicty's reports were read before the Presbytery.
In moving the adoption of the report, Rev. H,
Taylor gave an address on * Women’s Work”
and was followed by Rev, D. J. MclLean, who
scconded the motion.

Tue Trur MissioXary SPriT.—When John
Wesley was asked to go out to Georgia to preach
the Gospel to the scutlers and native Indians,
his noble minded mother not only gave her free
consent, but said, “Had 1 a hundred sons, 1
should be glad to sce them all engaged in such
a blessed workp although I might see them no
mote in this world."
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