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Union of the Protestant Churches in Canoda.

From the Bishop of Saskatchewan and Calgary.

Bisior's Covnt, CALUARY.
Editor Presbyterian Review :

Smt,—Replying to your favor: If I thought mj individual
opinion on this most important matter would influence public
opinion I would gladly give it, but as I don't think it would, I
refrain from an exprossion of it, ard beg Lo refer you to the action
taken by our General Synod last autumn, which rooeived my
unqualified support.

Following aro the resolutions of tho General Synod referred toz—

MESSAGE FROM TUE UFFER HOUSK, No. 7.

The President of the Upper House begs toinform the Very Rev.
the Prolocutor that the following resolution has been adopted :

Resolved (tho Lower House concurring) that the following be
adopted and publiahed :—

* We desiro hereby to make it known that wo adopt and set
forth as forming a basis for negotiation with any of the bodics of
our separated Cbristian hrothren, with a view to union, the follow-
ing Articles agreed upon by the Lambeth Confcrence heldl in
1ondon in tho vear of our Lord ono thousand cight hundred and
cighty cight, viz :~

1. The Holy Scriptures of the Old and Now Testaments as
¢ containing all things neccasary te salvation,” and as being the ruie
and ultimate standard of faith.

9 The Apostics’ Creed, as the Baptisinal Symbol; and the
Niceno Creod, as tho sufficient statoment of the Christian faith.

« 3, The two Sacrrments ordainod by Christ Himscl{—Daptism
and tho Supper of the Lord—ministered with unfailing uvsc of
Christ’s Words of Institution,and of the Elements ordained by Him.

4. The Historic Episcopate, locally adapted in tho methods of
its sdministration to the varying needs of the nations and peoples
called of God into the Unity of His Church.”

Moved by His Honor Judge Macdonald, seconded by the Very
Rev. Doan Normaa.

That this House do concur in Mossage No. 7 from the Upper
House.--Carried.

John Laing, D.D., Moderator of Assembly, z8go.

As beoomes a subject 50 important and dufficelt, it is with no
1ittlo diffidence that I venturo to answer the querics sert by you
for replics :

1 Query. Is it desirable that thero should be a unioa of the
various Proteatant denominations of Canada?

From man's point of view 1t may socm desirable for certain ends
ho thinks wise, that all the children of God ahould be united in one
external, visible, corporate organization to be known as the Church
of Christ. But as I road Scriptore sach 15 not the purposs nor the
will of God ; noither in the past has such an organization cxisted,
fnor &8 soema L0 Mo cad 1t ever exist.  God's works are invariably
charactcrized by diversity 1o unity, and the Church is a work of
God’s not ono of man's.

1. The doure for sach a vimible corporato organization ariscs
when spiritaal Iife 18 Jow and the spinitual nature of the Church of
Chrst 13 1gnorod, or witungly sef aside.  Thon a demand is made
for something visdble, tangible discorniblo by the senscs to fill the
voud ; for something belonging to this sease-world sabjoct to the
conditions and laws that regulate human socioty. Sach was Istacl
of old, a worldly, temporal organiration; such was the Jewish
church, an ontwanl symbol of the spiritual reality. Baot the
Church of Chnist is not liko that, it is a spinitual reality.

2. Tho bonds which unite tho scveral partaof an external
stnsuons oTganization, must also be cxternal and sensuous. (1)
Participation in obligetory extornal riles (3) common subjection to
a vasible oautro of authority or hoad—{for example, the Historic
Episcopate, the Car, the Pope~this visible head must control,
regulate, and energire the organintion or Lody in overy part. A
visible body wathoat a visible hoad woald be an anomaly, a monster.
The nocessity of such a visiblo head or oontre of authority under-
lioa the 1dea of the I'apacy.

3. Christ alooc is the Hoad of His Church ; Christ, prosont not
in the fiah visibly and sensuonaly, bnt by His Spirit dwelling in
avery bohiever.  All the membess of that spiritual body are united
to the Hoead by spinitual bonds, wiz., faith and the apint of grace
Extornal nites porformad by the bands of men 1z the Sesh cannot
unito & man 1o Christ; the efficacy of the sacraments depends
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wholly on tho faith of the rocipient and the work of God's Spirit
in him.

4. Tho uso commonly made of cettain Scriptures is proof of the
onenoss of tho external visiblo church is not to bo justified. John
xvii : 11 and 21 teaches only a spiritual, not an cxternal, visible,
oncness—** As thou Father art in me, and T in thee,” (surely
Rpiritually) so * thoy may be ono in usx” This is not a visible,
exterusl, but a spiritual onencas. Nor in Romans xii : 5 and 1 Cor.
xii: 12 etc., is the one body spoken of a visible, cxternal organiza.
tion. It is the company of spiritual men who are onc with Christ
tho Head, and with one another by *‘being baptized in tho one
Spirit into one body,” not in external rites, such as baptism with
water and the laying on of episcopal hands. So also inn Eplieasions
iv : 40 thero I8 no referenco o the visible church, the *¢ ono body ™'
spoken of is liko ‘‘tho one Spirit, one Lord, ono Father, ono
baptisn, one God and Father,” not an external, corporal aud carnal,
visible thing, but a spiritual reality.

1I Query. Can a basis of union fairly acceptable to tho leading
Churches bo devised?

I think not. DBat if acceptable to the Churches I do not think
it would be acceptable to God.

1. The regular Baptists insist npon an external rito as esaentinl
to membership in the Church of Christ, viz: The Baptism of pro-
fessed believers when adult by immersion under water. Tliey can-
not, therefore, unit + in forming one Church with Christians who do
not practice that rite.

2. Protestant Episcopalians, equally with Romanists, iasist
upon an external rite as cssantial to memberthip in tho Church,
nay to its very constitutions, viz : Thelayiug on of Episcopal hands
in confirmation and ordivation. This Historic Episcopate they
repatd a8 ““a sacred trost, which they may pot betray,” and as
**being of tho casence of the constitution of the Church of Christ.”
They thercfore cannot unite with such Christiaus as take Holy
Scripture alona as authoritative regarding the nature and constitu.
tion of the Church, and disdain to practice tho rite, or to acknowl.
edge the doctrine of Prelatic superiority in bishopa as successors of
the Apostl-a.

Tho Presbyterians, Mcthodists, and Congregationalist bodies havo
x0 much in common both in doctrine and practice that there scems
to be no barrier to prevent their union. But I can conceivo of no
basis en which regular Baptists and High-Church Anglicans can
atand alongside of those Churchiea.

111 Query. To what cxtent and in wbat direction would the
Presbyterian Church bo justified in making concessions for the sake
of such a union

Anything in Presbyterian usage not essential may be concoeded;
nay, no such thing should be rejuired in order to membership in
the Chiurch of Christ.  On tho other hand nothing without warrant
and authority from Scripturc can Le made by the Church's
authority cssential to the constitution of the Church or obligatory
on Christians. The Presbyterian Church, asnow constitutoed, allows
for difference of opinion and practice among its members in all
matters not injurious or foridden in the Word of God. I know
not what moro there is to concode.  Certainly no office, ordinanco,
practice or ussge of mere human device and institntion can bemado
binding on Christians, or have concoded to it the place of an casen-
tial clement in the constitclion of the Church. *““God alone is
Lord of the conscicace,” and Ho has left usfree from the command-
ments and traditions of men. .

The foture will undoubtedly sce the noarer approach to osch
other of Evangelical Christians, and the removal of many miscon-
coptinna and prejudices, and of non-Scriptural practices which they
have inheritod frem their God-fearing fore-fathers, this, however,
will be the effect of more Scriptural and larger knowledge, and of
incroasing spirituality and devotedness among Christians. It may
Lc also that God's prople will be found closer togother by opposition
and perhaps persacation at the hands of Churches used for political
cnds, aud of thoavowod cnomics of God and Revelation, whea they
find thometlves able to doprive Christians of their libertics, and
proscribethe religion of Christ.

The wish to sproad the knowledge of the love of Jesus Christisa
strong overmastering impulse in evory man, in every woman, who
Toally knows and loves him. Tho abstnce of any kind of anxjoty
for thesproad of the truth implics apintual paralysis, if it doesnot
imply actual spiritual doath. The manwho knows the happi
** pence with l(‘?od through our Lord Jesus Chriss,” canno: ggm.‘;f:
that other men xbogld s l{m it; and thiutgo:irc, in its higher, its
stronger, its more heroic form, is one of the teat i 1
to His Church.—Caxon Liddom. rosteat gifta of God




