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haphazard hypotiiesis. The secret of nature 'vas
revealed iii reason ; the powecr of religioni was
revealed in Christ, and lus religion wvas the
supreniest factor of the ordereci Jife of man. lic
who, most mnanifested this powver li-id most in iixu
of the Divine; but wlîat did tlîis (Io but show
that there 'vas most reason in the position of the
ovangelist? IlThe Only-Begotten %vho Nvas in the
bosoni of the Father lc hath declared Humi."-
Christian W'orld.

SiNASHIING THE MICROSCOPE.

A story carne to us £rom India a good many
years ago of a Brahlman to wvhoin a missionary
showed a microscope hie had recently received f roui
England. It %vas a very beautiful aiid 'lal
instrument of hliglh powers, and fitted with ail tie
tiien latest irnproveîîients. The mnissionary cxlii-
bited a nuitiber of objects to, the Hindu's astonisli-
ment and keen delighit. Presently lie tookz a di-op
of stagniant wvater, focused it, and asked his native
f riend to look. The astonishimeîît rcimained; the
delighit %vas -one. The Brahîîîan took up thie
vessel of water, from wvhich lie hiad seen the mis-
siotîary take the drop that lie hiad beca looking at,
and carefully examinied it. Tt was w'ater froi
one of the ' taniks '-water such -as wve in England
in these days of sanitary science should înost cer-
tainiy condemn as unlit for drinking purposes, but
sucli as in India in those days was in regular use;
sucli, inideed, as the Brahrîîan liad heeîî usiti- anîd
woul continue to, use. Puttin., dowvn the vessel
of wvater) lie stood for a moment or two in silent
'vonder and thought. Then lic looked again
through the microscope, and ever and anon there
crossed the field of vision soute minute organisin,
niagnified into, most palpable proportions, .suggest-
in- sonie one or other of tlîe less plea.sing form)s oi
life îvith wliich lie 'vas fariliar-at any rate, liEc.
That was the hiorror of tUe, revelation. The ivater
in wlîich hie perforîîîed Iiis religions ablutions, and,
perhaps miore fearful stili, the water lie drank,
containing life liRe, a gond BrahiiLu, priding
liiself on his punctilious observance of ail the
laws and requireinents of his caste, had been trans-
gressing daily so simple, so, well-knoîvn, so general
a law as that aga-inst the destruction of animal
life 1

The poor man lef t tue missionary's bunatlowv
wvell-nighi distracted, suffering agonies wvhichi an
average Engylislinian can hardly concei-ve. Soiiae
days afterwards lie camie baclc saying that lie,
wvanted to buy the microscope. The nîissionary,
however, had no wishi to seli it. But the Brahi-
inan played the part of the importunate widowv s0
effectively that hie wvearied the missionary into
parting with bis newly-acquired treasure. The

latter liad no idca of what liad beeni passing» iii the
Hindu's mmid, did iiot knowv the motive prompting
tlîis anxiety to beconie possessed of the microscope,
and judged that lie could send for anotlier, and
that so, aftcr ail, liii wvould siînply lose the use of
his instrument for the time requircd for the mail
to go and returu. The Brahmian paid the money
and seized the microscope, and foirthwith, without
waiting( to, take it home, there, in the presence of
tlîe Missioîîary, lie îîîost vigorously proceeded to
smash it to picces ! Thîis unexpccted destruction
by tlîe Bralimian of what lic hiad been so eager to
possess, and for wliiclî lie hiad been ready to give
any price asked, filled the missionary with aston-
ishiment and grief.

Why had lie donc it ? It 'vas that di-op of
water. H1e lia(l scarcely been able to eat or drink
or sleep since lic lîad seexi tliose squirining crea-
turcs. lie would put an enîd to sueli revelations.
That nmicroscope should lhenceforwvard showv to no
other cyes what lus had seen. 11le himiself would
sec tiiemu no more.

Hie %vas not a very wvise Braiman. Thiere uvere
otiier microscopes, evexi though, at sonie cost, lie
had destroyed thatj one. And mnorcover-icros-
copes or no icrtoscopes-thiose etures wvîicli lie
liad seen werc stili gencrating in the uvater for
Iiim to drink. Tlîe microscope lîad nlot created;
it liai oîuly revealed. H1e 'vould hiave slîo'vîî hini-
self wviser hiad lie souglit to remecy rather tlîan to
slîut lus eyes to, the cvii, to have kept the micros-
cope, at any rate as a mnens of discovering Nwhîch
tanks supplied tlîe uvater tlîat %vas frcest frow, and
'vhich tlîe iater that 'vas inost affected 1by, tiiese
minute fornis of animal life.

But this Hindu svas not the only nan who, lias
proved iîimself unwvise. le simply aced as many
men have acted from ail time, and probably wvill
continue to act for inany years to, conie. Kitîîg
Aliab anticipat-ed lîim centuries before, whcîî lie
thoughit to change thîe course of events 1y threat-
ening tlîc propliet Micaiah 'vitlî imprisonnmeît ; as
did also King Jehioiatkiiî vhien lie thrcuv iîîto the
fire tue first edition of Jeremiahî's roll, on1 vhîich
were \%vritterx trutlîs unpicas-awt to luis royal cai-.
B3ut the burning of tlîe book did not annimilate
the trutiî it contained in tic case of the king, anuy
more than s sligtue microscope filteredl thue
water in the case of tlic Jrahmnan. And as Jehoi-
akiîîi aiiticipated tlîis metliod s0 mii to-day repeat
it. lins not a good verger been hîceard of w.ho
tlîoughit that ir, soirie miysterious wvay hic wvariiied
tUe chxurch by iiwstî-iously a«-ppiyiing -a c-andie to
the tiierniometer? And is it not possible that I,
aîud oveii perlîaps somne of miy renders, are unicon-
sciously actinîg in much the saine wvay, confusing

indicators , wi euators, closing the eyes against
%varnings whlîi tell of tlîings evil, instead of open-
ing themu to, search out a remedy for the evils. re-
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