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iead thom out, aird whichi inay bring theui ini; that
the congrogation of thio Lord bu flot as shcep whichi
have zîo sheph)lord. "-Nuxi. xxvir. 15-17.

My brother, I have chosen these words as
the ground of my address to you on the cau-
inig, qualification and duties of the Christian
Mirxistry, You need not bc inforrncd by me
that thcy constitute the affecting prayer of

Moethe miax of God, wlhen told by Jehovahi
that bis prolongrel andl responsible mninistry
had nowv teriiiinatcd, and that hie must asccnd
the miountain, fromi whcnce lie Nwas to view
the promiscd land and then be grathered unto
bis people as w'as bis brother Aaron. The
servant of the Lord, with characteristie nieck-
ness, sccks 11o reversai of bbce divine creed, and
well a-ssured of bis }xrsonal intcrest in 49the'
coveniant of raeshrinks not froni dcath,
but in the spirit of truc patriotisin makes
intercession for the grreat congregation f roui
whose liead lie wvas su soon and so suddenlv
to be taken, and whose dispersion hoe dreaded

thebb possible con>-equence of bis reioval.
Reeogniizing alike thc sove-Éeig-nty of God ini
deinanding c hsurrender of bis spirit and bis
omniscience as perfectly ac 1uainted wvithi the
bearts of ait moen and therufoî'c fully able to
î'aîse up another in bis roomi-, hie thus ad-
dresses Jebiovalh: " Let the Lord the Cod of
the spirits of ail flesh set a mari over tbe con-
gcregration," and no le.ss felicibously and comn-
prehiensivelv do the wvords that f ollow describe
tbe -vork of' hirn wbo wvas bo bc set over the
people, both in its aggrressive and conservation
aspects, bothi in bbc work to be done and in
tbc care to be exercised. " Who rnay go out
before themn and whio miay go in before bhem
and who may Iearl thein ont and wblo mav-
bring thern in; that the congregration of thýe
Lord be flot as sheep which have no shiephierd."

Nor need J bell you that the prayer was iin-
mediately answered. The pastor sought xvas
found at once and was forthwith ordained.
One who had. proved imiself faitbful in 1ess--r
trusts wvas raised to tbc highest trust by the
divine cail and consecration. My brother, the
prayer of Moses bias been in substance the
prayer of this congregation, the answer bo
which they fondiy 1101)0 they bave received
in your presence amongr them to-day. In
addressing you then this shall be my mobto:
'Go out before this 1eo pe an~d leaci them out,

go in befoire iion and lead then in."
First. Go out before bhem as one assured of

your call by God to the work of the Christian

ministry. It becomes you to be fully persuaded
that the Lord> tue Cod of tbe spirits of ail fiesli,
lias set you over this people. Tbere is suchi a
bhingy as a divine cail bo the ministry. Net
less in the pastorate of bbe Christian church
than in the office of the prophet, the priest or
bbco apostie does tbe principle hold grood that
no ixian takcth this honour upon bimself, but

lie that is called of Goa as wvas Aaron." You
înay atlbrd to discard superstitious views by
wbich tbe (doctrine of a (livine call to the
îrnnistry lias becu mystified ,and perverted,
bbc doginasý of apostolical succession and of
grace conferred hy the Iaying on of Episcopal
bands, but flot thc question, " Have you been
nio0veil by tb Holy Ghosb to bake upon your-
self thne office of tbe ministry? " It is the
Lord of the liarvest alone who sends forth
labourers into lis harvest. lb is God who
sars to His churcb IJ will givc, you paos
after mv own hiearb w'ho shall fecd you with
knowledgre a.nd instruction." The commission
"Feed îîîy sbeep. Feed my larnbs " cornes

frorri Jesus only aîîd froin Jesus d' recbly to
the called onie. If truc overseers of the flock,
bbc HoIy Gbhosb bath made us overseers.
Before bile ealt of a church and suibseqiient to
tbc caîl out of larkçness into ighb cornes bbc
cali to preach, not origrinating in a fleshly
desire, or literary baste, or simple cboice of a
profession; but in an intelligent, ardent and
irrepressiblie longring to, preach the Gospcl, im-
planted in our bosorns by the lloly Ghiost.
Go eut before your people, then, my brother,
well persuaded by your eall 1v God 'Io this
gyreat work. For want of' this mnany have
pýrela-cbed -wibhout power, or profit, or comifort
and have comimanded no following. Pos-
sessed of tbis von will teacb the people as " one
havingr aublîority; " you will ho, upheld in
scasons whien wrarb of visible success wvill bry
vour faithi; you wvill be kept frorn enbanglingt
yourself wvibh tbe afflairs of this worid, and
from laying down the office of the sacred
ininistry and retiring, into secular life because
temipted. cither by bhe privations peculiar te
your work, or the bigber emoluments of mere
worldly avocabions.

Secondly. Go out before the congr3gabion as
adevout man, as one possessed of bbe true

moral and spiritual qualifications rnquired of
the Christian minister. In bbc origtinal choice
of mon te tbis office, special thought, net ex-
clusive regard was bad to the superior moral


