
self-exailination anl important dnuty of el urceh mnibers esp ecially3 wheij, as
s4t'te(1 c'> nitinicats, tlîcy arc about tu approachi the table o)f the Lord.

By faithiftlly coînparing oitrselve3 w'ith Scriptisre standards 4?f faith and Vrac-
tice, %ve inay test, xîot (>Ily or geiieral spirituial statc, but thc degtre> %%f our
.4[irittaal gtrowth. It wvas te, professod followers of Christ that the Apostie said,

Let a mi examine hiasseif, and so lot iin erit of that bread, andi drink of that
clip '(t Cor. xi. 28). Now the thîngs1 that iyere written aforetitno were ivritten for
our Iearning, that we, throtigh patience and coinfort of the Scriptures, miiglit have
hope. The Word of Uodl %peakhs both to mir understandings and liearts. Lt offers,

Iabonudant consolation to the %veary and heavy-ladeiî, affectionate ivarnings to) the
teinpted, and to any who walk incantimisly ; gives directions t& Zien's pilgrriis,
lest they nistake their way ;strongic and cleîigpromises te establish car faith,
and confirin our hopes ; a faitlhfil record of the trials, weaknesses, sins, sorrcws,
conflicts, anld joys of saints cf old ; forcible representatiotis of the spiritutal focs.
iat b eset or path, tliroti<tl time, antd terrible revelaticris of the doom of those
>.Vht. reject the e'-oiinset of God against themiselves ; and to the professed followers
of Christ it presentq, as a ditty, the pr-,ctice cf seîf-examination. " Examine
yokiiselves, wlîether ye bu in the faith ; prove your owut selves " (2 Cor. xiii, 5).
t>ther words of sinuilar import niay be four.d. Yet, amnids the varions topies cf

gospl miistration, how seldonm, pcrh-aps, is. the one before iis mnade the subjeet;
)f pulpit niinistry. It is miich nieededl, however, and eau neyer be ont cf scason.
If fa-itlifuîly perfurmed it will citlier give spiritual consolation and higher enjcy-
nient cf the nicans of grace (if cair self-scrutiny shiotld prove, on the wholc, satis-
factory), enabling na " tu rcad cur titie clear>' to the blissful, inheritance above,-
or, if unsatisfactory, %vill, do uis good, by faithffally shcwing uis our l1eficiencies
ouri truc spiritual state ; will chîeck presuiptnus sefete,-nwhile reveal-
ing tu us our errors and imperfections, ivill cauise uis earnestly tu seek tlhat spiritual
life, which is the pledge and, earncst cf life eelsig

When we draw nigh te the table of tho Lord, and partake of the elements that
,iym)boliie the atoning sacrifice and finished work of our adored Redeemer, wvith what
preparation cf heart anti niind do wie approach i The Saviotar, who hehioltis us at
Fus table, and faveuirs Ris people with His gracious presence there, beholtis our
daî.tly walk,oani dundcrstands (>ir thioughts afar off, What assuirance have we, wh&t
inward consciolisness, that we are iindlecd followers cf the Lamb ? Andi what
'±vidence dees our <4Uly life imipart ? Is it cnly tlis, that you cari remienîber a
rime 'vheiî youi had convictions cf sin-fclt excitcd. about y-car spiritual state-
saw triith more clearly-embraced, with yonir tinderstanidiing, th e doctriines cf tise
cýross,-felt their importance, anti resolved that yen. would. profess; ycnrse3lf Ris
followcr, and that, having uniteti with Ris people, yen feel sectire, becanse yenl
are illimbered i with tnem in profession, anti attend svîth thein the custoinary
means cf grace ;andi arc calmnly waiting tilt eairth shiaîl be excliangred for heav'en?
But is this al? Whcre, then, is the Chîristian conflict ?

In connection with dite observance of the Lord's Siipper by Ris prof esseti fol-
lowers, two things are enjoirîcti Preparation ati Celebration. 1' Let a an ex-
«Miue hinse]f, and se let himi e«t of thiat breati, and idnjk cf that cup." Let the
prcfessed Christian then examine hinsseif (or lierseif) -a te the state cf the licart,
tht> insiid, andi the life,-the life, social and spiritual, a-> t(> the general hent of
Ilis thoughts and passions, anti the workin,gs cf bis mnd, " for, as a Man thinketh
in his heart, so is lie." Do the thiouglits diwell zipen heaveily themes 1 What
subjects oceupy tIse mind mest fre-qiiently ? Is the Savioar ehief 1 Or is the
mmdk occupieti almost enitirely with things of earth, 1 Are sinful thoughts cherisied
in the mmid ? Or, while diligent in business, is hoe fervent in spirit, serving the
Lord 1 Are luis plans anti purposes ;n life sucli a will mneet the divine approba-
tion? Wluat is the foundatien cf his faith 1 Is it confidence in a creed, or dees
it rest oýn Christ alone ? Let ecd inqiiire what is his or lier conduet as a mnember
cf a gospel chiirchi 'l sucu a one a faîthful inemrber, fulfilling the obligations
involveti in ehureh-mensbership ; studying te proinote the peace, prosperity, in-

eý cimmir -N iwiw.


