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officials inflict injusticc upon importers by erroneous and
arbitrary rulings ;

That your Petitioners believe that these grievances could
be removed by the establishment by Parliament of a Board
of Experts, with power to deal with all questions and dis-
putes between Collectors of Customs and importers as to
rates of duty or classification, and as to value for duty,also
to act as a Board of Refe-ence in matters of seizures to the
end that the technical facts of a case may be established
prior to publicity, and with a view to avoiding practical in-
justice through error or precipitate action of itresponsible
employees in the Customs service ;

That your Petitioners suggest with respect to the estab-
lishment of such a board of experts :

(a.) That it shall consist of five members, being one for
cach of the principal branches of trade as follows :—(1)
Dry Goods—(2) Hardware, Oils, Paints, &c.—(3) Drugs,
Chemicals, Fancy Goods, Stationery and Jewellery-—(4)
Groceries, Provisions and Fruits-—(3) Leather and Shue-
findings ;

(b.) That appointments be made on the basis of compet-
ence for the Office ;

(c.) That sufficient remuneration be given to secure men
technicaily competent and with business experience,so that
the Board should enjoy the confidence of merchants.

(d.) That the Board be empowered to administer oaths
and subpoena witnesses ;

(c.) That the Board’s decisions be published periodically
and sent to Collectors of Customs and Boards of Trade
throughout the Dominion, which would promote uniform-
ity as to classification and value for duty, and ;

(f.) That both the Government and importers should
have the right of appeal from the Board's decisions to the
Exchequer Court ;

That such a board of experts has for some years been in
operation in the United States where it appears to have
well fulfilled its purpose of insuring to the Government the
full customs revenue intended by the Customs Act, of sc.
curing uniformity in valuation for duty, and of affording
satisfaction to importers ;

Wherefore your Petitioners do pray your Excellency in
Council to approve the enacting of legislation for the es-
tablishment of a board of customs experts as hereinbefore
suggested, and so relieve them and importers generally
from the serious disabilities now suffered by reason of lack
of uniformity in the administration of the tariff.

THE CURSE OF CHEAPNESS.

The fact that large departmental stores exist in all of
the larger cities and towns of the country, and that they
are rapidly driving smaller concerns out of busiress, has
awakened an interest in which the whole community par-
ticipate.  As with all other questions, to this there are two
sides, some disputants contending that laws should be
made for the suppression of the innovation upon old
established methods, others averring that even if the
smaller dealers are grushed out of existence by the new
order of things, it is for the general welfare that the sell-
ing price of the necessities of life should be brought as

low as possible. The question affects manufacturers in
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varions ways. The impression prevails that not only s
the small dealer being driven out of business, but thy
the middleman will have to go also. It i%a fact that sop,
of the larg > departmental stores in one transaction frequen,
ly purchase larger cupplies of certain lines of goods thy,
are usually carried by pretentious wholesale hoygy,
Why, then, should the middleman stand between the
manufacturer and the retailer who distributes the Lood,
to the consumer? Is it not better for the manufuctyre ta
sell his products direct to the retailer than the jobber |
this is done the payment Of the middie profit is i oig;-
the change inuring to a certain extent to the consuy,
Perhaps this fact has its influence in developing the op-
position shown to desartmental stores by the whalesy
men and the jobbers.

Anotner featus* of the ¢ olution of the departmenty
store is, that ir: the diiving out of business of the smal
concerns, the rental vi -e of the premises cccupied by
them is inevitably hweizd, to the great disgus of 1,
landlords. In Toronto, as in other large cities, hundreg
of small stores are vacant, and the little fellows who cop.
tinue to hold out experience a precarious existence. Why
is to be done with these vacated places of business »

The only apparent use to which they can be putist,
convert them into residences-in which people of smy|
means may live. For such a purpose they cannot be 4
remunerative to the landlords as before ; but the change
of use would have a tendency to lower rents throughoy
the city, to the great relief of the people generally,

But these are side issues, the great question being asto
whether departmental stores, bargain days and bargan
ccunters are demoralizing in their tendency to the wenera)
good, and particularly to the welfare of those who a
most affected by them. A clear setting forth of aa in.
portant phase of the question is contained in an American
coritemporary in which it is shown that the ruling spint
in the mercantile world is cheapness, whose throne is upen
the bargain counter.  Before this tyrant every interen
must bow. He exacts tribute from manufactures, me.
chant, mine-, planter, farmer, salaried oficial and wage
carner. Itis not surprising that the wag : workers of the
whole world are in a state of unrest bordering upon ar-
archy. They sece that the steady tendency of the age st
lessen the cost of production. They are taugiy that
other costs have a limit beyond which they may 5=t o,
except the cost of flesh and blood as paid for in LN
These must decline to meet the prevailing cry for cneape
products, but there is no mile-stone ‘o mark the phe
where they may say thus far and no further.

There was a time when consumers deranded gond
goods and at reasonable prices.  Employers could tha
pay fair wages for a faic day’s work, and merchants, pad
tribute to quality, knowing that price was but cne fackt
in a sale.  But less than a generation ago there came inh
trade circles 2 new class of masufacturers whose sole ida
of gaining and holding trade was by uaderselling all cos
petitors.  They ignored every guestion as to quality ad
harpea solely upon their prices.  'f the buyer pointed to
the inferior finish, the poorer workinzanship, the doubtfel
quality, he was met with but onc answer : “Look atth
price 1"
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