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tillicials inflict injustice upon importers by erroneous and
arbitrary rulings

That your Petitianers believe that these grievances could
bc rcmnoved bv the establish ment by Parliament of a Board
of Experts, with power ta deal with ail questions and dis-
putes betwecn Collectors of Customs and importers as ta
rates of duty or classification, and as ta value for duty,also
ta act as a Board af Refe-i~nce in matters af seizures ta the
end that the tcchnicai facts of a case may be established
priar ta publicity, and with a vicw ta avoiding practicai in-
justice tlirouglh error or precipitate action of iresponsible
cmployccs in the Customs service;

That >'our Petitioners snggest with respect ta the estab-
lishment of such a board af experts:

(a.) That it shali consist of five members, bcîng ane for
each of the principal branches af trade as follows :-<i)
D)ry Goods-(2-) Hardware, Qils, Paînts, &c.-(3) Drugs,
Cheinîcals, Fzincy Gaods, Stationery and Jewellery--(4)
Groccries, Provisions and Fruits--(5) ILeather and Shoe-
findings ;

(b.) That appointments be made on the basis of campet-
ence for the Office;

(c.) That sufficient remuneratian be given ta secure men
tcchnicaily campetent and with business experience,so that
the Board should enjoy the confidence of merchants.

(d.) That the Board be empowered ta adminîster oaths
and subpaena îvitnesses ;

(e.) That thc Board's decisions be puhhished periodically
and sent ta Collectors of Customs and Boards of Trade
throughout the Dominion, wvbîch wauid promote uniforni-
ity as ta classification and vaine for dtity, and ;

(f.) That bath the Governiiient and imparters should
have the right ai appeal froni the Board's decisions ta the
Exchequer Court ;

That such a board of experts bas for some years been in
operation in the United States where it appears to have
wcll fuilfilled its purpose of insnring tu the Governnient the
fulli customs revenue intended by the Customs Act, of sc-
curing uniformity in valuation for duty, and of affording
satisfaction ta importers ;

WVhcrefore your Pe'itioners do pray your Excellency in
Couincil ta approve the enacting of legisiation for the es-
tablishment of a board af customs experts as hereinbefore
suggested, and so relieve themn and imparters generally
fromn the serions disabilities nawr suffered by reason af lack
af uniiormity in the administration of the tariff.

TuIE CURSE 0F CHEAPNESS.

The fact that large departmental stores exist in ail1 of
thc larger chies and towns of the country, and that they*
aýe rapidly driving smaller concerns out of busiress, bas
awakcned an interest in which tic wvhole community par-
ticipate. As with ail other questions, ta this there are two
sides, some disputants cor.tending that laws shotild be
made for the suppression of the innovation upan old
cqtablislied methods, others averring that even if tlîc
smaller dealers are çrushied out of existence by the new
order of things, it is for the gencral weiiare that the soit-
ing price ai thé, necessities of lufe should be brougb¶ as
low as possible. The question affect% manufacturers in

MANUFACTURER April sq., &S.

vario-is ways. The impression prevails that flot oilîyis
the small dealer being driven ont of business, l'ut that
the middleman îvfll have ta go also. It iWya fact ti<t some
ai the larg,ý departmcntal stores in ane transaction freqae,,.
ly purchase larger .:qpplies ai certain lines af goiods than
are usually carried by pretentious wholesalc e ue
'Nhy, then, should the middleman stand betveen the
manufacturer and the retailer who distributes UIl gvo,
ta the consuimer? Is it flot better for the manuf-icturer to
seli blis prodncts direct ta the retailer than the johbjr.ý If
this is donc the payment i.f the middle profit is jjide
the change inuring ta a certain extent ta the it<.

i'erhaps this fact Iiaý its influence in develapiaîg lire <
position showvn ta decartmcntal stores b>' the 'lîs'
men anad thejobbers.

Atiottner featu:- of the P olntion oi the deparimcnal
store is, that ir. the tic;ving ont ai business ai the %.ilallet
concerils, thé, rentai vu -e ai the premises ccuî,ied b~.
then, is inevitably 1-iwet cd, ta the great disgui, of ile
landiords. In Toronto, as in other large cîties, Iliundred,
ai small stores are v.i:ant, and the little fellows u-j con.
tinne ta hold ont expu-rience a precariauis existence. Wa
is to be donc wvith these v'acated.places ai business ?

Thie only apparent use ta which they can be put iç. I
canvert them into residences - in which people or sniaîî
means may live. For such a purpose thcy cannjiot be às
remuneratîve ta the landlords as before ; but the chalnge
ai use wonld have a tendency ta lawer rents throtiguiou
the city, ta the great relief ai the People gencraluv.

But these are side issues, the great question bo*îîl'Ias jt
whether departmental stores, bargain days and bargain
ceunters are demoralizing in their tendencv ta the generl
gaad, and particularly ta the wveliare ai those %vho are
maost affected by them. A cicar setting forth of an irr..
portant phase ai the question is cantained iii an %\mericat,
canitcmparary in which it is shawn thait the rulinZ s.pirit
in the mercantile world is cheapness, îvhose throlnc is îqvn
the bargain couniter. Before this tyrant everv iavteretl
munst bow. He exacts tribute irom mantifacture,, lue,.
chant, mine-, planter, farmer, salaried of,.icîali and 'xage
carrer. It is flot surprising that the Wzag ! workers of lit
whole world are iii a state ai unrest barderinir tiponar*
archy. They sec that the steady tendencyo aie Uic .-uýi
lessen the cast ai production. They are i.langui :;.a
other costs have a linîit beyond îvhicli thcy nîay i-t :1(1
except the cost ai flcsh and blood as paid for ilv
These must decline ta meet tme prcvailing cry for .nearet
prodncts, but there is noa mile-stone *o mark, tlle pl.ae
whcre thej may say thus far and no furthcr.

There wvas a time Mien consuners dei,,ianclcd cl'
goods and at reasonable priccs. Employer., caid thta
pay fair wagcs for a faX*. day's work-, and nierchai,ît paAl
tribute ta quality, knowing that price was but ,icic
in a sale. But less thni, a égcrieration ago ther,' came inui
trade circles a new class ai maitifactarers w~hose sal ezi~
of gaining and holding tradle wvas by ividcrsclling il] ce:.
petitors. Thcy ignored cvery qi'eston -L% ta qn-it nh .4
harpect solely upon their prices. If the bnyer poinicd Io
the inferior finish, the poorer workima1anship, the daubf-l
quality, he wvas muet with but anc ans%%cr "Look ittihe
price V,


