The Monthly Record of the Church of Seotland

The Honthly Record,

SEPTEMBER, I879.

The Rev. A, W. Herdman, M. A,
has been inducted to the parish of Rat-
tray.  tle writes s follows: #QOa
Sabbath last, 3ed Aug., was my intro-
duction by Protessor Mitch:ll, of St.
Andrews, an old friend and cla-s fe-llow,
and I preached in the aiterncon from
Roman 1 16, and finizhed with a pero-
ration addressed to iy new charge—the
church packed.  Oue from the colonies
can have little idea of the high air and
stand taken in church matters, if one is
to take his cue from the Presbytery of
Dunkeld. Dissent is nowherc—Church
of Scotlund everything. She keeps ot-
her churches right and her dis-estab-
lishment would be the mightiest blow
struck against their existence ; therefore
let alljpray for the chureh?”

At the dinner given by the Presby-
tery io honour of Mr. Herdman, he
made the following speach: «1T desire
to thank the members of Preshytery for
the honour just conferred npon me. and
I desire still further to thank the Pres-
bytery of Dugkeld for their kindness
and eourtesy in acknowledging my statas
as minister of the Church of Scotland,
while yet minister in the colonies, and
ere my presbytery certificate had arrived.
Such conduct was regarded by our min-
isters on the other side as both friendly
and wise, for the Presbytery, and the
parish of Rattray have acquired a trans-
atlantic fame ; and the devotion of a peo-
p'e who have called one of the sons
aftzr a lengthened absence to discharge
his ministry in the parish of his brotber
and father i3 regarded as alike chivalrous
and complimentary, I cannot be insen-
sible to the heartiness of my welcowe
thia day and I trust that [ may be en-
abled as minister of the Gospel of Christ
while displaying the banner of the cro:s

137

with the one hand to unfurl that of con-
cilution with the otlier. that none may
sce in me the minister of a party merely,
but of a flock large and united to feed
and guide which my reverend father has
this day so solemnly directed. whether 1
am to succeed will depend of course a0t
a little upon the people themselves, but
1 trust as 1 come among them not as un-
known and with the humble desire of
doing the mistec’s work that they will
rally round and encourage me.”

THE REV. GAVIN LANG.

Th Rey. Gavin Lang who is justly
celebrated far beyond the confines of
Montreal as a pulpit oravor, preached in
St. Andrew’s New Glasgow. Our re-
gular tepresentative, theretore, attended
upon the ministrations ot that gentle-
man and took notes from which to con-
struct an ouline of each ot the able efforls
made ty him. Tho text in the morning
was Muara viii.: 36:

* For what shall it profit a man, it he
shall gain the whole world, and lose his
own soul?” He divided this into two
questious: 1st, ““ What shall it profic a
man, if he shall gain the whole world,
anid lose his own soul® Ile divided
this 1ato two questions: 1st, *“\What
shall it profit a man, if he shalt gain the
whole world 7" 2p:l, The ent r: passage,
with particular emphasis on the last
clause~*‘and lose his own soul?” The
phrase ** whole world ™ here wmeans the
utinost of that kind of possessivns which
A man can gain. Each man has his own
path in lite, with pecnliar (apacities for
following it out. The utmost that his
capucities can acquire is the WHOLE
WORLD to him. Itis useless to consider
the phrase as the whole world in the
fullest scnse of the term. It is hard
enough tou steer our course cleac in the
affairs that full to each of us. How stu-
pendous, then, the task would be to a
singlc individual with the whole world
to manage. ‘‘ Uneasy lies ths head that
wears a crown.” How much more the
one that would have the whole world to
direct. Taking the words in their limit-
ed seuse, What profit would there be in
gaining the whole world? Christ did



