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PITT, THE YOUNGER, AS A BARRISTER.

It bas been the privilege of the Honourable Society of Lia-
coln'8 Inn to include among it8 memabers many men wbo
have become clistinguished statesmen. Axnong the"most eminent
of the na.:-es which have been inscribed on ite books is that of
the younger Pitt. The rapid political success wbicb Pitt at-
tained early diverted bis attention from the practice of tbe law
to the House of Commons, but there can be no doubt that, if
he had remained at the Bar, he would have secured a brilliant
career. Witb his appointment to the office of Chancellor of the
Exchequer at the age of twenty-three, bis legal career came Wo
an end, but he did flot !ose bis interest in the profession. Hie
long kept up bis connection with the Western Circuit, of which
he was a member, and Lord Stanhope relates that, after he wu~
Minister, he continued to ask bis oid circuit friends to dine with
him, treating thern wNith the old cordiality and kindness. At
Pitt's instance an annual dinner took place for some years at
Pichmond Hill, which was attended by Lord Erskine, Lord
Redesdale, Sir William Grant, Mr. Leycester, Mr. Jekyli, and
other prominent lawyers.

Lord Brougham, in the chapter of reminiscences ;vbich he
published under the titie of "l-RecolIections of a Deceased Welsh
Judge,"ý gives an interesting account of Pitt'e early life. The
future Minister Iived with St. Andrew St. John, aftcrwards Lord
St. John, in a double set of chambers witbin the same outer
door, in Old Buildings, now Old Square, Lincoln's Inn. It was
wbile residing here that Pitt made bis flrst essay in public speak-

r ing. Pitt had often practised speaking as well as composition
under the superintendence of his father, but he was desirous of4 trying how his voice and his nerves would stand the test of a
public assembly. Putting on a niask, as was the mode in tho;e
days, be went, accornpariied by St. John, to --ne of the mn.xer-
ous debating places of thé tiîne. Brougham stieg'A~t that it
was Mrs. Cornelly's that was visited by the future Minister.
There Pitt made his first essay in oratory, with, it need hardly
be said, tbe utmost 8uccess. St. John used to say that Pitt from


