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Golden Tex%, Z
Catechi

ech. 4. 6.
sim, Q. 7.

This lesson is Zecllariahs's flfth vision for- the
encouraigeluent of God's people.

1. The golden cmîd lestick, vs. 1-3.
Z. The effectuai power, vs. 4-7.
3. The prounised completion of Lhe temple, vs.

8.10.

Wakccl rnc-The prophetie state wvas so
différent fromn hie xatural ordina-y condition.
(bat lie likens iL te waking out of sýletp. <Crndtc
stick- A seven branclîcdocandfelabra, or lainp,
with afouuîtainaL (lie top, stipplying, throughC
pipes, tlIclauup-%vitlh eh. The liuîp represents
thec durcI ; God's liglit: bearer la a dark world.

If we wislî te, follov out the fig-ure w-e mniglit
say that Ie niaterial, pure gold, rep)resenhs the(
preciousness of thic durcli to Christ., and the
seven laîxîps its completeness. Olive trees -TIc
source of thie olive ohl that w,,ac burned il%. the
lanips. he lamnpe could imot fail s0 long as there
were living trees, one on eitlier hand, to supply
the oil. The chiurch cannot fail so long as slie
drawq lier life.ý fromn the living Christ ý%%Iîo is ever
near lier. I amn the vinle, et(»., sec John 1.5. lVIîat
are these-H-e asks for explanatious. K?îowc-st
not ?-TIenaugel does îlot answer diucc:tiy but
goes on te c peak eo- Zerubbabel, the prince of
Judah, and-hie work, tlîus explaini:ug the figure

of Mie candlesticc and sliewing tiat (lie cliircli
of God as it tien was, thougl i veak, could iot bc
destroyed.

IL. Vs. 4, 7. Word of the Lord-T'lî ange]
s peck to Zecharial the message of clicer whiclu
the Lord bas for LIe Jews. Nôt by ith--TIie
Jews were weak, but a mai gltier powver w-as
theirs. My Spirit--Tie almiighlt' powei-. Sec 1
Thess. 1 : 5; E om. 1 : 16 ;1Cor.1 f18 ; 2Cor. 3:5.
TIeni in view of sucli a power, thc anigel tutns
to the hindrances in tIc way of the Jews, and
cries. 'Wlîo art tbou O great mioitntaiin.' Be-
fore Zc>-bbal-the governor of Judel, (hou
shait becorne a Plain- Ail thc hindrauces shall
be as nothing.

111, Vs. 8-10.. Sh.all finish-A very definite
cheering promise. Thîe maen who lied begun
should complete. Srnall things-Tlîeir enemieb
said 4' What do these feeble Jews.* But ln God's
Iand, small beginniugs produce qreat results.
Tîmus was it with Christ and hlis iit band of
disciples. Eycs of the Lord-Ail seeing Pro-
vidence of God.

1. The Churcli, the Cliistian, je God's liglit-
bearer iu thie world; Ye arc the, liglît of the
world.

2. The source of light le Christ. Wc must keep
in living touch -%vith Hlm or there will be ne
ligît.

3. N~o miaLter how weak we are, God's Spirit
can made our work effectuai.

4. Neyer be discouragced tliough strengtlî be
,mall and liindrauce-s great.

5. Nover despie the day ef siiiall things, zier
tlue ,ork of smuill means.

6. WhaL a lescon of coinfort for the Cliurcli of
God ini evcry age, for herbegiuinings la new lande
arc ever sînil, Lhe hindrances great, but thc
saune power je pledged to, erown lier wverk witb
succese.
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Ee.'.DEDICATING TUE TETIfFLE. 1.0o. 515.

Lesson. Ezra 6: 14-22 Golden Text, Ps. 122: 1.
Mernory vs. 21, 22: Catechisîn, Qý S.

When the exiles fir.treturncd and got settled,
tlicy gatliercd at Jerw.alecm to tako.: steps fur the
rebuildiing of the t.eniple. Nearly tvo, yua-s -%ere
sp -lit in rpxtiz~.Tixîier ~~sbrought
fri-on Lubauioa, as of old lai Soloimoîi's Lime,
They gatliered te build. hecurîîur stoîîe was
laîid auîid great cîîtlusiabin. *Lhe weurk w-as
pus;hed. But otler dwvellers in the, lanud w-hlo h-ad
corne fil, objeted, huîîdcred, and at ligthi geL a
d -eîee froi thle kingstop)pingt Uie work.. ]'e)rl5
)ytars iiotlîing w-as donc. Thec people were weak
anîd disuraged.

Thlen Ilaggai and Zechariahi,began to prophecy
t <r preaeli to thiepeople, urgingt, theni t opon.
Sl1aggai sharnt-d theni, Zeehariahi encouragcd
thiein. The work wast, resunied. Tlîeir enemies
ajgain maLde coiplaînt to Darius. The Jewvs
claiined t-bat Cy-rus lad giveti periiission, to
builci Searchi ivaq made, and the old decrce of

ICyrus %vas found. Darius told theni to, go on, and
gave theaîî gifts. la four ycars; tie teiiiple -%vas;
linishied and in this lesson '-ve have thie dedica-
tion, ?B.ô. 515, lacking lfl ye.ars of five centuries

1. The temple finisbed, vs. 141,15

2 The tem*ile dedicated, vs. 16-18.
i3. TChe passover kept, vs. 19-22.
1. Vs. 14, 15. Building-Thc temple. Pro-

?)jcyng-or preaclîing. These preadhers,
llagggai aîd Zechariali, kept, before thern Gocls
coniniands, and " tey prospercd " through this
preacrhing. Tie old miot toorer tIcg.zt.c ofGlce-
gowv %vas 1'Let Glasgowv flourish, by the prcaciung
ef the -word ." Preacliiug lias more te, do with.
t lie pro.qprity of acouiutry tlian iiost people are
awvare of. .4ccording te o naîîci1o
Nwoudrously God uses allkinds of instrumnts tà
do His work. Sixth year, 13.0. 515, tveuity
ycare after the f onidations Nvere laid.

Il. Vs 16-18. JoI-Whtjoy 20yeare before,
wvith l:ope se brightl WhVlatjoy nov,withhlope
realized I Offe-redZ-1,200 animnais in ail. See
w.hat Soluunou offered at the dedication of the,
first temnple IM Ki8:6 These ofièringe would,
for the nuiost part be used to fced the multitude
gathert-d at the ceremony. Sin 'Ôffi-ri7ig-A
tlîey had sufféred !l loss of their country anîd
teniple, liad been for their sin, and nov they
kept, that, ci before them. Gourscs-The old
order of service was se, far as possible restored.

III. Vs 19-22. Passover-The present dedi-
cationw~as, the Èeason of' the pa"r-'vcrand it was
a lotting Lime te ireuew thîs fcast. On six
great occasions is the Passover inentiouîed, and
ecdi time in connection with somne great niationali
eveuit or revival. (1.) In Egypt, Ex. xii. (2> ln
the -wilderness, Num. ix. '(3) Oni tluir cntry
into Canaan, Josh. v. (4) In the reigii of 1fezez
kiah. 2 Chron. xxx. (5) In the reign of Zoôod
Josiali, 2 Ki. xxiii 21, and(6) At the preceuttime.
Hloiv this tiuu.e w-ould remiuud thein of Egypt and
deliverauce froîn it. Sclpai-atecl-Whien- the
people w.erc carried captives, sorne of thc poore.r
were left in lelanci, and lind fallen in ý%vith tic
lîcatiienisin around thers. Many of tîese iioiv
retîurned to the truc God and joined in thec pass-
over. liii-7cd-Darius, Rinug of Persia, w ,vicli
included Aesyria.

1. Thec Churcli of God %vill triumph nt, ]ast.
2. God uses ail nicans to furtherHisRingdom.
3. God's service is a glad service.
4. Taking partinHRis service mcans to quit sin.


