
in 1111 its br-anches bas, within the' liestait century, ptreceeýded at an ex-
ceeaingly tapid rate, wve ius not as a consequ*nce infer tbat our
ancestors ot a thousand, or even of five theusand yeai-s ago, wvme deit-i-
tute of inventive geniis, tle fitcutltyv of reagon, or- the ahility to put~
their common sense to a prIofitble use, or thjat their cr-aniumns wvere not
furnished wvith as good a quality of Ibratiin matter as thiose ut the, preSulit
day. The inagnificent ruiins of fifty, or rveil pussibly a huidecil-
turies ago, siice no real date, can bu assigned to niaîy of thiese mionui-
ments of a loing extinct peuople, whichà are found both iii the niew anti
oid worlds, show at least that the sciences of architecture, of sculpture,
and of the highest of the inechanic dt art.-, ititst have reached a very
advanced state of perfection even at that cariy tiilue; whvle amoig thje
-verv earliest reniains. of our race, viz., those whie dwelt in caves% and
were contenmlîerarie.,j of mnonstrous beasis which Ihave long« silice becone
extinct, suich as the mastodon or the cave hear, when the ice of the
glacial peiiod was even yet <lescending froni our ineuintain sides, we find
that the -genius of sculpture, and te a certain extent the kinoledge of
15 existed, though probably without ]î:tviii- reachi-d any verv great

dereo xelne h ignificent sculptured forans and architec-
tural wonders ut Egypt are filfiar te yen ail, and show that ii rubis
country, oeof the ireat centres of the hunian racekovet of the-se
arts Liad aIse beconie very highly developed, according to the inost
receut and reliable, inve-stigations at le-qst G,()00 years ago ; while on our
own continent, iii the cuiriotis remains left by the mound-builders and
the cli1i-dwellers, races se far remnoved tlat thieir origins have iîever yet
been satisfacterily exî>lained, but which evidently have preceded the
present races by an unknown and lengthy period of time, mlany of the
]ines of decorative wcirk have aise been cultivatecl te a very considierable
degree. lIn fact, the present race is very often confronted with the
accuracy of the -Latenient that."9 there is nothing new under the sun,"
and it may probably be acci-pted as a sober truth that, makingy ail due
allowance for cultivation, the human nature and the intellect cf the

present day, differs very little, and tiraS noS in kiid, frei that which.
prevailed ainong the earliest seuliers ef the glebe. lIt may even be
said that, with niany et the so-called startling discoverie8 of modern


