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was also able ta tell whetber the soil was wet or dry by the plants
whicb grew upon it. He also knew wbat plants required a certain
amount of heat ta mature seecls. Thus he was able ta draw bis
conclusions as ta what proportion of the country would produce
wbeat and what would flot. If a plant were feund whîcb took as
long as wheat ta mature, required as good soil ta grow in, and as
great heat ta make it develop, it was quite safe ta conclude that
the soil and climate were suitable for wbeat. This same know-
ledge of plants has been used more recently by Mr. Jas. M.
Macoun in exploring the Peare River District. How great a
service it would be ta the farmer if he were familiar with the
habits of plants and knew more ai the commoner species! The
knowledge would be of the greatest value ta him in the purchase
of land ; for he would be able ta tell at a glance whether a soil was
poar or flot, or whether it needed drainage. A knowledge ai tbe
root grow:h ai weeds wauld make the eradication of them much
casier for bim ; for he would better understand what systemn of cul-
ture was necessary. Few larmers know that ev'ery kind ai weed
bas a seed which ký quite distinct from every other kînd. If he
knew at sight the seeds ai the worst weeds, kt would b. af the
greatest possible service ta him in helping him ta keep bis farm
clear af them. Whi'e those practical applications ai tbe study of
plants are especially valusible ta the fariner, tbey are useful ta the
market gardener and tc'wnsman as well ; but there are ai ber way.sý in
which the latter may gain knawlcdge whicb will be useful ta him.
There are many species af fungi which are very useful aç faod ; but
the intense ignorance whicb prevails, makes them ai camparatively
littie value cxcept ta a few. The study ai fungi would soan lead
ta a know'edge ai the edible kinds and ta a larger cansumrptian ai
this nutritiaus and whalesitne foc:. To the amateur gardener
the study ai plants and their habits affords an inexhaustible field.
He lcarns the time ai bloaming ai the different: species and
vairieties, the kinds whicb require %s'et soil and those that do nat,
the heigbht ta wbicb eacb ane graws; and h. gets an endless amount
ai knowledge ai plants wbicb is ai the greatest value ta, him in bis
gardening operations. There are maray other practical applications
which migbt b. mentioned ; but there is flot room for tbem ber.
and, in addition ta ail this. there remains the great fact that the
more knowledge w. bave, the better is lite worth living, and the
knowledge whicb can be obtained in sucb a delightful mariner as
by studying plants and their habits, is sure ta have no other than
beneficial results.

A lust ai the books wbich are most usclul in the study ai
plants, will h. foad in Tifa OTTAWA NATVRiALIST4i for May, ic904.
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