14 B

even the appointment of His Father
were it possible: to conceive the counsels
of the Father and the Son other than
harwonious, It was his own pleasure 10
suffer for his people.  He might have
left them in their sins. e might have
allowed them to bear the wrath of an of-
fended God.  Ile need not have interpos-
ed for their deliverance.  Bat their sal-
vation was in his mind from all eternity.
From eternity it was his purpose to save
them, and when he came into the worid,
tabernacled in the flesh, and gave him-
gelf to suffering and death, it was sponta-
neous, his own voluntary act: neither
God nor man could require him to die.
v gomy way I bave veluntarily un-
dertaken the work,and Ivoluntar:dy pro-
secute it. 1 lay down my life: no man
taketh it from me: 1lay it down, and 1
take it up again.” * Thou couldst have
no power at all against me,” said Chuist
to Pilate, “ except it were given thee from
above 3 go my way.”

But Christ was going further than to
suffering: he was going to glory IHe
was to ascend to Heaven and to God.—
That was his uliimate destination. Suf-
fering was on bis way : death was on: his
way; but glory was at its termination.—
He was to go from whence he came—
There was a sad conflict before heaven
should be reached ; there was an awful
struggle w th his encwmies, with the pow-
ers of darkness themsclves: e had to
contend with the wrath of God: it was
a gloomy portal he had to pass through;
he had to drink the cup of inconceivable
agony ; but beyond that portal was hea-
ven, and although in that cup was Death,
he was to swallow up death in vie-
tory! ‘The heavens should receive him
till the final restitution of all things Al
ter his resurrection—forhe could not be
holder. of death—he said to Mary, to
whom he discovered himself in the gar-
den—* go to my brethren, and say unto
them: Iascend wnto my father and your
father ; to my God and your God.” I
came forth from the father, and am come
into the world: again, 1 leave the world,
and go to the father.” Christ, then,
meant that he was going to_the Father,
goiug whence he came, going to hea-
ven, to be invested with bis original glo-
Ty, and to receive the glory of the medi-
atorial kingdom, which should be the re-
ward of his suffering. “Igo wy way.”
How awful the announcement which
follows : “and ye shall seek mo, and die
in your sins: whither I go. ve cannot
come.”

TIHE MISSIONARY RECORD

This was a curse pronounced by Christ
against the Jew- for their unbelief, and
it has been fuijitled in their national his-
tory ever since. A simple sentence of
Christ has the effect ofa law. Tt is not
a prediction merely : it is a deeree.—
Their national doom was sealed, ¢ Ye
shall seck me, and diein yonrsins” The
Jews would not receive Christ as tho
Messiah. e was not the Messiah they
wanted.  They woull on noaceount sub-
mit t> his claims.  They would not ac-
knowledze his character.  He would
s00n be taken from them. They should
put him to death, but in three days he
siionld rise again. Eventhen they should
not acknowledge him. They persisted
in their unbelief, or in an obstinate re-
jection of his claims. ke was soon taken
up to heaven—and then they sought o-
ther Measslahs  They said : “lo here, and
lo theve.,”  ‘They joined the standard of
any who pretended to be the Messiah,
and who promised to lead them to victo-
rv and conquest. It was a temporal
Messiah they desired. They did not
care about deliverance from sin, and the
consequence of it. They remained there-
fore in their sins, and died in their sins.

We are here taught the danger of un-
belief. It is by faith in Christ alone that
we can be saved. Nothing clse will a-
vait us. Al else is prosumption. Christ
must be admitted to the place of Saviour
in our hearts. His must be all the
honour of saving us. We ihust be-
Nieve him to be the Christ, the Son of
the living God. We must conide
in the cllicacy of his atonement.—
We must see the glorious character of his
righteousngss.  We must take Christ as
our Suviour. Christ is held forth, and of-
fered to us, as a Saviour. 1le comes to
us in his word ; and he presents to us his
salvation. 1le holds out to us the ofiers
of his grace.  Ile proclaims his truth ja
our cars. He calls upon us to believe;
and he tells us that * he that believeth
shall be saved, he that believeth not shall
be damned.” This Christ is doing by
every sinner to whom his word comes.—
He is as effectually speaking to us, and
pressing upon us his claims, as in the
case of the Jews. He did not more cer-
tainly do so then, than be is doing so now.
And with the same eflect—with the same
result—with the same consequences.—
Those of the Jews who believed were
saved ; and be promised to hisdisciplesa
place in his father’s house; while those
who believed not, but rejected the Mes-
sial, werc to die in their sins, and whither
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