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the age by powerà ne higher than are within the age itself ; we would lift it
up by the aid of power omnipotent that coxneth from above. "lAh, but,"
they say, «"1yeu Chrietiane are in some degree in bondage ; we are free ; we
are free-thinkerB." I declàre again that we Christians are the true free-
thinkers. 1 arn a free-thinker; 1 do net hesitate to avow it ini the presenoe
of any nian,-I arn a free-thinker-that ise te say, 1 dlaim to judgo upon ques-
tions on which I amn *bound to forin an opinion by evidence, but it must be by
proper evidence. And. there ie the blunder into which the so-called Ilfree-
thinkers are continu ally falling. le it ail historical question? ThenlIask lus-
torical evidence. A ecientific question? Mien I ask scientifie evidonce. A moral
question ?-moral evidence. A spiritual question? spiritual evidence. And
God 'would have you and me reason in that way. "'Prove ail thinge," Be
eays to yeu and me, Iland hold fast te that whichi ie good." That je rnyf
counsel toyou "lbe ye steadfaet in your hold of ail that Godl has been pleasedI
te reveal. " New, when 1 make thie argument te yen, founded upen the na-
ture of the human mind and its- procesees, 1 do mot forget that the truth of
God 'works faith in the human sou] ; but H1e does not make a human seul.a
a machine; 11e works through and by the powers and faculties and apti-
tuzdes God lias given te that soul, and Bie does net trample upon the hu iiau
w111, but guides and directe it ; and I vould net forget myseif, and 1 would
mot have yeu forget, that1when once -%ve have cemmitted ourselves to any
cause that the Bible condomne, that moment we become disqualified in soine
degree fer the acceptance of its honeet teaching. It cornes with the state-
nient that sin is unspeakably hateful to God and that ite penalty ie death.
IlThe wages of sin is death.' Let me be censcieus of sin wuitheut having
received the atonement and there wiili be that wuithin myself 'uvhich by pro-
cesses which ail men can understand (though they cannet always deêine thern),J
wilI make, it easy te persuade me that death ie an undue, an extravagant, and
unrea8onable penalty te fellew my falilte and errera. Take a inan whe has
been condemned and eentenced for murder, to capital punishment, and it
'will net be very difficuit te persuade tluat man that it je impolitie and unwiee,
and even unjuet, te inflict the death sentence. Se I say te yen, my breth-
ren, if yen would be steadfa8t, if yeu wevuld reniain steadfast, keep from
everything that this word condemne ; do the will of God ; ba honest and sin-
cere in yeur practical loyalty te its truth ; and in the very precese of deing
it you acquire and cultivate within yourself a eueceptibiity to spiritual
impresions, yeu inveke and invite the guidance ef the Spirit ef floliness.
" h, send forth Thy light and Thy truth ; let them lead me; let them
guide me.»ý Se rnuch, then, fer this etaternent, "Be ye steadfaet."

Now we corne te the next word, Ilunmoveab]e;" Bengel, in comraon with
mnany other Greek scholars, we find taking this werd and applying it te the 1
regulation of life, the things that wve do, and then the meaning je that wo are
te held fast te the formé of ebedience te this divine wiIl. "lOh yes,'" seine
ene says, Il that word ie exactiv correct-forme, they arà only ferme ; religion
Ls the real and spiritual thing, independent ef fermne, and 1 value religion iii
its ewn proper place, but the forme I don't value highly." XVell, now, let us
be frank aud candid about the znatter. le it true that forme are of ne se-
count? B ave you ever had occasion te sign leases 7 To write your name te
discharges ? To enter iuto compacte and agreements and ferm companies 1
Were the forme of ne importance ini these matters 1 Forme cf justice-are
they of any moment ? A crewd persuades itself that a man is guilty of mur-
der, ànd it tramples upoiîx ferm and lynches the man. le that godpolicyî
WbTy, ne!1 The safety fer yen and me, in life and preperty, is in the forme
of justice. Forme cf politene2se-are they cf ne significance ? Are they cf
ne moment? Do you educate yeur children upon that plan? No! Do yen
not kuow that if mien and women habitually disregard the fermes of civility it 1
uill be diflicult fer them te keep the reality ? That ishumau nature, brethren,
and God bas adapted the systern of R1is revealed religion to our human nua-
ture, and se it L neither wise nor right of us te dieregard ferme cf religioni


