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HOME CIRCLE.--

How very dark and .torrny it was on tlia
Marcli ovoning 1 The doors and Windows
kept up a porpetual rattie; violent gusts of
wind and dulies of rain now and thon bcat
against the bouse, as if bound to seck .shelter
therein.

Little Robby wvas, sound asleep in bis crib,
and the minister and bis wife were spending

* the evening together in the cosy sitting-room.
The hour for rotiring had corne, aud while
Mrs. Watson was bustling about, picking up
and acjusting the numherîess concerus whieh
nobody but a careful. house-'wife eau ever see
or think of, there came a violent ring of the
bell.

* Mercy!"I exclaimed Mrs. Watson, «'some-
* body mnust be dying or dead. What a dread-

fui night for you to go out in !"

Mr. Watson opened the door and peered
iute, the darkuess. Not a human being coula
holi seeor hear. A few seconds passed, when
a loud, gruif voice 'was heard, asking:

"Can you splice us to-night?"
For an instant the ministeq was coufused,

not being accustomed to thé use of that
nautical terni iu relation to the duties of his

* profession. A secoud thought, however, made
clear to him, the po!ssibility that spiicing xnight
be within the limit of bis particular province;
aud so raising his voice, abovo the stormn lie
repliea:

"lIf you meau to ask me, sir, to niarry yon,
I shall be happy to performi the cerernony.

* Is the lady with you ?
ils, ha!1 that's a good oue 1 Sara Aun,

you ineau! Dou't suppose I'd corne to "et
the kiiot tied -vithout lier, do you? No sir;
she's riglit hero iu the cairt."

* Mr. Watson need not bave stepped back to
* nforma bis wife of the great event which was

to take place, for she had heard ail the con-
versation and was using herutmostcundeavours
to expel the laugh from her countenance be-
fore the happy pair appeared.

Itmwust be confessed that the siglit of the
couple was uot couducive Vo, gravity. IThey
had passed a good while since the bloomn of
.youtb, and muade uo special effort to conceal
the fact. Both had cvidently corne directly
from, their work, which, indeed, the gentleman
proceeded to intirnate.

"Fact is, parson, 'Vis raLlier a bad niglit
outside; and I says te Sara, 'Whbats the use;
let's not fix Up a bit, but go just as we are.

* The kuot 'Il hold just as weil as if we had on
Our best bib sud tueker.' And besides, parson,
we waut to take the old, folks by surprise,
aud they'd bo sure to 'spect, sornething if we'd

*gone Vo.work aud put ou ail the riggins.'
Mrs. Watson was giad of this littie opportun ity
to srille, aud promptly improved it. What
would she not have given for the privilege of

* a good, hearty laugli!
The brio£ ceremOnY Coucluded, Mr. and

* Mrs. Watson extended their congratulations.
"Thar," broke, lu the uewly married mn,

"la the ticket; guess you'll find it O. K
Now, Sara, leL's bue goin'. Plaguey tougli ride
before us. Good bye, parson. Good bye.
mam. Mucli obligea for the job. Hlope to
do as raucli for you sometirne."

The Ilcart " rattled away, aud Mrs. Watson,

into wvhosu bauds lier husband had delivered
the licenge, muade haste Vo ope~n it, thinkiing
that, aftor ail, it wasn't best to judge people
hy the outside, and that the strango mian
inighit have donc something by way of a fe.
There it ;vas ? A bill' Ycs, and upon iL the
magnificent figure of one dollar.

IlWoil, 1 do declare," shouited Mrs. Watson,
"isn't this too mean for anythiug ? Sharne

on that mnan; lie don't deservo to bue marricd."
IlNow, iuy dear," said tho ninistor, Ilyou

should not ho too bard, for 1 think you had
at lcast a doilar's worth of onjoyineut out of
the occasion."

IlYcs, sir; and I noticed somebody who
seemed roubled te koep frorn laugthter."

Next day littie Ilobby's shees were bought
with tho wedding fe, the inlnister's clothes
were brushed and cleanod ,for the hundredth
time, aud the good lady, by dint of extra-
ordiuary management, muade the old dress
answer an excellent purposo.

The spring passed awsy, aud the summer in
ail ita ,beautiful bloom, sud abundaut fruit-
fuluess came ou. The wedding ou the stormy
niglit had almost passed from the uiinds of
the minister and bis wife; sîbeit,' now and
thon she, wouid break out with a laugli
snd asked hier husband if hoe didn't think_
it was nearly turne for him te splice another
couple. One day, as the happy littie famiiy
'wore eating, their. dinner, and just as the
parents wore feeling uncommonly proud te
some smart thing littie Robby had said, there
came just such suother ring of the bell as that
heard ou the stormy uight.

IlWell, thore," said Mrs. Watson, "one
wouid thing for ail the world that the spice
man liad corne agaiu."

Before the mnister coula reach the door it
was opened, and .astouisbingc to, relate, there
stood the, identical hero of the wvedding oc-
casion.

"IArternoon, parson sud xna'am; bain't
forgot me, bave ye 2 '.Member that job you
did for me hast spring ? Nover dia anything
botter lu that lino> bet your life. Didn't
know bow it wvouldl turu out. Getting mar-
ried is kinder risky, auyhow. But yen won't
find a happior pair this side o' Canaan, Vhat's
sure. And se I thougbt 'twas 'bout time I
brouglit along tbe rest of the fee. Whereh1
yeu bave these things, parson? "

The mninistor went Vo tho door, sud thora
was the "fcart " literally loaded with fruit sud
vegetables. Such a store was nover before
brought Le the bouse 1

,.Oh, dont trouble yourselves thaning
about this," said the man. '«Nothing but s
fair trade, you know. But if you must'tlink
auybody, thank Sara .A.n. The garden sass
la froin lier. She kinder thouglit 'twould
relish this bot weather. Very bot and dry,
parson, this season. Been 'specting7tho crops
'%çOuldn't 1'mount to notbing, but thcy is
gettin' on fust rate. The Lord geuerally
brings things round -'bout riglit. 1 notice.
Don't go much ou the chinrches sud plaguey
littie on some of its members, but you don't
catch me going back ou the Lord. WaS tellin'
Sara. ouly last week that we mnust go over
sud hear you preacli some pheasaut Snday.
S'poso you gve, 'cmn the ra'al Bible religion
dou'tyoui That's what all say they do, suy-

Tho Ininister sud his wifo liad but littie
opportunity tu uttur a word, tlheir friend was
s0 taikativo, but thoy would insist upon
oXPre.4ing1 their wvariiie-t. thanks te himi aud
"Sara Ain " fur tlio Vruly generous donation.

After the store had licen deposited in the
houso, the man took the master by the baud,
leaving iu it a bil], saying:

IlThat's my part of the fe; thank Sara An
for the sass," And thon jumping into bis
waggon ho drovo awvay.

The minister uufolded the bill, sud Io! its
worth was twenty dollars 1 Mrs. 'Watson
clapped bier blauds, and fairly shouted for joy.
The ueeded dress and pants woro bouglit, and
te Vhis day there, la ne story wbich the minis-
Ver sud bis wifc love so welI Vo tell as that of
"The Wedding Fee."

TEACHIN7G ANIMALS TO CON VERSE.

Sir John Lubbock in s note Vo Nature says:
"I take the opportunity of stating the pro-

gress which my dog 'Van' lias muade, aithougl,
owlng greatly no doubt Vo uiy frequent ab-
sences £rom home, sud the littie time I eau
devote Vo hlm, this lias net been se rapid as I
doulit mot -voula otherwiso have licou the case.
.Perhaps I may just repeat that t'ho essence o!
-my ides was Vo have various words, sucli as
'food,' « boue,' « waVer,' 'out,' etc., printed on
piecos o! card-board, aud after somne prelim-
inary training, Vo give the dog anything, for
whicb ho asked by briuging a card."

««I use pieces o! card-board about ten inches
long sud Vhree, luches hiigb, placing s number
of them ou the floor side by side, so that the
dog has soveral cards Vo select from, each bear-
iug a differeut Word!'

IIOne correspondent bas suggested that it
would bo botter Vo use variousiy coloured
cards. This miglit uno doulit render t'he first
stops rather more easy, 'but, ou Fthe other
baud, auy temporary advautage gained wouhd
ho at Vhe expense of sulisequeut difflculty,
since the pupil would. very likely begin liy
associating the object with the colour rather
Vlan with the letters; ho -would, therefore, as
is Voo often the case, with our own children,
'have the uunecessary labour of uulearndng
some of bis 'first lessous. At the same turne
Vhe experimient would have au interest as a
test of the condition of the colour sense lu
dogs. Another suggestion bas been that, iu-
stesd of words, pictorial representations should
bc placed on the cards. This, however, coula
ouly ho doue with material objects, such as
« food,', 'boue,' 1 water,' etc., sud would met lie
applicable to, sucli words as 'out,' 'pet me,'
etc.; nor even as regards the former class do 1
see tbat it would preseut any sulistautial ad-
vautag.e."

IlAgain, it lia licou suggested that 'Vân' la
led liy scout rather than by siglit. ne bas
ne doulit an excellent nose, but in Vhis case
ho is certainly guidod by tbe oye. -The cards
aro _%Il haudled by us, sud must omit very
near the sane, odour. 1 do not, however,
rely on Vhis, but-bave i use a number of cards
lioaririg the saine word. Wheu, for instance,
hoi lias brought a card with ' food' on it, we
ao met put down the saine ideutica) cura, but
another with the saine Word; when lie lias
lirought that, a third is put' down, and se on.
Foi: a single rusai, therefore, ciglit or ton carda
will have been used, aud it sQems ecar, there-
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