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COMJNG MEN.

MYv ,cOXONIAN.

The Preshvterlan Cburch shnuid ho
thankiul that so mauy gond mon ane
avoulable for the vacant chairs lu Knox Cal-
logze. Consideridg the saiany that vo pay ta
professars the Churcb migbt ho vory glad ta
get any tva of them. Tht qualifications of the
gentlemen wbese cames have been mention-
ed are as mIutiuîly examiued and as sharpiy
cnitlcised as iftho Churcb, proposed ta pay
each ai thein ten tbousaud a peur. We
sometimes laugh at congregatIans vhen
tbey expect pulpit brillianco ior tho mini.
mum, saiary. Pretty much the saine tblng
lu doue by tht vhole Cburch every tîmo a
professor ai tbeology Is appointod. Per-
baps that Is ail rIght. Modesty and poverty
are net Siamese tvins.

.It should, ve thlnk, ho assu med by every-
body that the camlug professons vil! ho ap-
pointtd Iu June. Ne doubt the becturers at
present filullu the vacant chairs are doing
their vork veli. Stili the luterosts ai the
Church as a vhoie, and af the coleage, re-
quire tirat ne funther turne should be sp eut lu
rnaklng tht appolutments. Tva years
sbould be long enough ta make up aven a
Presbytenlan mind. If tht appoîuttrients
are not mode lu June the prIvilegeof aiectur-
log vacant cangregatiaus for out calling
pastors vIthin a neasonabie tîne yull ho iost
for a generatian. None of us vish ta loue
that privilege.

It should be assumed, ton, ve tblnk,
that ather thingu beiug equal, or uearly so,
tva ai aur ova mcn sbouid ho appoînted.

Bringing au Amerîcan citizen over here
and putting hlmt inta a vacant chair Iu Knox
College might be treatiug tht learned
gentlemen wlth scout kinduess. lu tht
avant ai a "voar scaro" breokinR eut ho
might feel the aimasphere too bat even lu
january. His feelings might be iacerated
by (roquent and ficry reicrences te tht Old
Flag. Even the studeuts ln bis clous might
rnight throw eut ominous hints about
Ilshouldering their muskets" if a certain
emorgoucy sheuld arise. Be could net read
bis morniug paper withont seelng samething
that might spoil bis breakfast. Tht gond
man vould ont ho sale aveu lu cburch. Just
iancy a live Amenican professor lîstening te
the exposition of Presideut Clevelond's
message that Principal Grant gave lu St.
Andrew's Cburch tht Sabbaîh ai ter the

w ar score " breke out tva menths aga.
A man frarn across tht Atlantic vauld

flot et course be paincd by references ta the
Old Fiag, but be migbt fiud it difficuit ta
adapt himseif ta aur vays. Ht might net bc
able ta do se If he tnied, and there is a pain-
fui possibiiity thot If vo vent dovu on aur
koces and ceaxed hlmn to came eut here he
uiight nt trp. Those who bad the puivil-
cge ci koing Principal Wiblis are wel
avare that ho never took klndly te Canada,
:beug bc did noble vork vhile ho vas
bore. He alvays drcaded aur winters, cou-
sidered himself more ar boss ai an exile and
olten spake pathetically of geiug home.
Ris condition vas here, but bis heart vas lu
the Obd Land. Wc all leve the baud cf aur
fathers ; lu tact, lave it sa much that vo
vould fot like to ask any mare aid country-
men to cerne eut bore and sacrifice theur-
seives for us unless lu a case ai dire noces-
sity. It may ho faund possible te fill the
chairs lu Knox vithout asking auybady ta
banis bhimseli for aur benefit.

At Tarante and vithin the Central
Chnrcb there, the General Assembly oi tht
Presbyt@a Church in Canada met on the
- day a! june, iS96. Thre Report cf
tht Board cf management ai Kox Cellege
vas nead reo mmuendiug the appointment of

-ta the vacant chairs in that institu-
tion. It vas then rnovedhy Dr. --- and
duly seconded, that in view ai the large
number cf naminations mode hy PL'eshp-
tories, the Geral Amembly &Cppalnt a

smaîl select cemmlttee ta can eider the quali-
ficatons-. Ne, tbanks. Knox fi a day-
llght Institution. No backstair car dovu-
stair work for ber. She bas Ilvod and
flourlshed Iu the ight for fifty years anud ber
irus prapase ta kecp there. IlHauds off
Manitoba"I camrnitteo men. There bas
heen toe mucb commîtice vork lu tho
Oburcb durng the paut tveuty Veart. 7hat
smai select committee mîgR:t go davustaîrs
and strike out everv came mentlaned by tho
Preshyterles and the Caliege Board and
thon camne upstairs vlth an air ai In-
nocence and tva nov cames and rush
their reports through the Assembly.
Even if the men thus appolnted happen-
ed ta be the best, tbey vauld ho baudi-
capped nit the start bV the npoptilar man-
uer of thelr appointment. This Clhtrch Is
gettIng tlred ai commIttee rulo lu the As-
sembly. ______

CARLYLE, flIINZER AND
TEACHER.*

This nov bonk nu Thnmas Canbybe fs the
first volume ai IlThe Famtous Scots Serbes,"l
tn ho published by OlIphant, Anderson &
Ferrier. The tîtie ai the serles may seem
ta cantain au appeau ta patrlotisrn, but Iftho
higb levai reacbed by the first volume lu
maiutalned, the book; vii stand upon their
merite, and nnt need any other recommond"
atian. This Is not a partly and expansive
volume, but a cheap book ; it may ho hiadt for
about 5a centc, and moas one marvel tbat
s0 mucb gond varc can be gat for so littbe
mauey. The book lu neatly hannd and
îastefulIv ornamnented, and possesses au at-
tractive tItie page vhero vs look for the date
ai publication and do flot fiud it. Havever,
vo viiil cntmulain ai vhat Is evldeutll
consIderod a tnifllng omission vbou, consul.
ing the pnice, the appearance ai the bok
is Sn SatIsfactorv.

Wlîh regard ta the outhor the Britùkh
Weekdy says that "ho bcu the Editor ai the
Edluhurgh Evening Nrws, a papor vhich
cautalusmuchclever vritlug." We, howover,
makre aur acquaîntauce vitb Mr. Macpher.
son tbrough aur readilg ai Ibis brlef biog.
raphy and bave tormed a verv favorable
opinion ai bis Ilterary povers. Ho acknov-
uedges that "ai making books onCarbyle tiiere
15 no end," but because ai the demaud ai
this sonles be ventures ta add another ta the
list and lu this we thiuk ho bas donc vel; ta
condense se much Into se bittie space, and
ta do It s0 neotly, Is a very credîtabie place
ai literary vorkmaumhlp. Wonkiug vithin
those narrow lirnits ho bas beou largeby lu.
dehted ta Mr. Frande's BloRraphy, and ta
the IlReminscences," but iuta the contro-
versy aven Mr. Frande's editorial cauduct
be bas wisely decliued ta enter, In the
body ai the vork, hovever. there lu a latter
vhicb the anîhar receîved tramn Mr. Fronde
saine years ogo, and vhlcb bas flot bean
publîshed before. This latter lu Interesting
as presentiog strongly Mr. Fraude's viev ai
an affair vbich causod great contraversy,
but It lu not likely ta influence any one vho
bas tonmed a personal juâgmeut an the
matter in question.

Mr. Macpherson bas had the sympatby
and assistance oi several competent critics,
namnely, Prof.Masson, Mr.J.Morley, and Mr.
Haidane, M.P. This book conuluts ai nine
chapters. Iu the first seven the biography,
exposition and criticismi run side by side,
vhîlo lu the last tva there is au attempt te
sketch Carlyle as "la social and politîcai
thinker " and as Ilan inspirotional, farce."
The blographic2i part of tire vour is el]
doue; the bights and shadovu are effective.
ly arranged, so that, notvlthstandlng the
comparative hrevity ai the sketch, aupone
may gala freont it a *cteat and correct viov
ai the man and bis vork. We have the
story of bis early struggles, of bis hercule an
labours, in which ho received froin a iovîng
vile sucb constant sympathy and stimu'us,
ai his final succes% in which hk %v te lu soma

0 " kni alvle." By H-. C. M hpuion. Oli-
phit~ An ie.son 0:h3& Fertier. LDadori r.d Edinborth.

measure iived ta share. Than there lu the
picture of bis splendid reception Bt Edin.
burgb University, followed sa clomely by the
sudden news af bis wite's death. And fast-
ly wo seo theolad man boarlng the burden of
bis years in mmd foneliness. ConcurreutIv
with tbis wo bave au accouut of bis lltorary
labours,tho early magazine artcles,thmtudies
luGerman literature, tho great books: Sartor
Remartus, tho French Revolution, Cromwell,
and Frederick the Great, tho politIcal
pamphlets, and the varions courses ai lact-
tires. Front thîs part af the book the reader
may learn tbat with ail Cariyio's eccen-
trcitlem thore was ane thlng lu which ho vas
consistent :If ho preached Ila gospel af
work," ho lived that as few mon have doue.

In the preface ve are tald IlIf wo could
imagine the cpirît af a German philosopher
lnhabiting tho body ai a Covenanter ai
dyspeptlc and sceptical tendenclos a gond
Idea wouid ho badl ai Thomnas Carlyle.),
We are giad, however, that Mr. Macpher-
son dees nt leave us ta an Imagination ai
that kind, as vo do not knaw vhat a Ger-
man philosaphers spirit would do vlth the
body of a Cavenanter, but lu the chapter on
Il 0arlvle's Mental Develapmnent," ho shows
that Vativie was powerfuliy iufluoncod by
"lthe simple falth, the steru plety and the
rugged berolsm ai the aid Seceders "; and
aiso by the study ai Gorman phlasophy and
poetry. It uiay seemn paradoxicai ta say
that vs regard this chapter as the meut
heiptut, and yets In a certain sense, the most
unsatisfactory lu tho wbole book. The sa,.
log ai Hegel with vhIch the book opens Is
bath truc and striking: "A great man
coudemons theo vend ta the task of expiain-
Ing hlm." And equally truc lu the author's
addition that before a groat man can bo ex.
plained ho must ho appreciatod. But It iu
scarcely possible for anycue ta oxplaiu the
Hegellan philosophy and Oarlyle's relatian-
ship ta It In a faer pages. Somo vory able
men have canfesmed their Inabillty ta cnder-
stand the HeRellani philasophy, and others
have diflered in their Interpretatien of If,
but Mr. Macpherson tells us very clearly
that "I doallsm is simply materialismn turc.
ed upside dawn,"l and that Il Hegellauism as
much as naturallsma baves man a prîsaner
lu the bands of fate."l We have fot spaco
ta criticise theme statemeuts, but an, intel-
ligent persan can ste that they are open ta
critism. 0f course it would not ho fair ta
expect in a work ai this sizea full and satis-
factory discussion afinmch questlons. It
sceurs ta bo Implled that miil sud spencer
have given ns the truc philosophy and cor-
rect psychalogy, and Carlyle Is critlcised
front that standpalnt. We are toid tht ho
faund salvation lu Transcendeutalim, and
yet his System slu "Calvinisma minus Christi-
anity," and although ho detested Darwin-
isur. It is startling ta find that ho vas an
evointionist withaut knavlng It. Thero lu,
we belleve, some trutb iu ail these state-
monts, but they need careful examaination
and qualific.ation. We cannt now discussthe ethics of evolnitionists and lntnt'tionalists,
but must hasten an ta note the lumînions
exposition oi Carlylescritîcal method. "1To
German philosophy and literature Carlyle
aod bis critical method by wbichbc ail but
revolutionised cricisim as uuderstood by
bis Edinburg band London contemporaries."3
This statement lu, we think, proved and
Illustrated with great clearness and force.
"To readers wearied with thé facile criti-
cismn ai couventional revievers It vas a
revelation ta corne la contact with a writ er
like Carlyle." And if ho falled occasion ally
ln the application of bls own fruitfni method
it was because ai the strengtb of bis perso niai sympathies and the paver ai the aId
Covenoanting idea.

According ta Mr. Macpherson the Ger-
man pbiiosaphy wbich helped Carlyle iu bis
early 111e did flot gîveo hlm poace, and vo
are not surprised at this, as philouophy is a
maiter of tbinking, and think,,tis flot the
wholeoailife. Asysteo fphilostphybow-
even or bic, cannot meet the dtrnands af aur
complex nature.. Tnen aven this philosophy
vas not held by Carlyle as a reasoned 3yutem

but rather as a. vague paoetc atmasphe.re.
We cannt go ta Carlyle for a perfect phil.
asophy either ai histony or ai lueé; neithor
can vo expect hlm to meet oui~ polîtical
perplexltles or salve our social prabloms.
He bas glnon magall6cent hiltrIcal pictures
and biographical sketcl.es, but bas flot dealt
vith the causes af the complex avants vith
whIch ho vas concenned. Hîs polîtIcal
nemedies are insufficleut for the great ovIls
vhich ho secs sa cloarly and bewais sa
pawerfully. But Carlyle lu a great moral
force flot anly as a llterary crltlc but as a
.preacherofrighteousness. Tberolssomethlng
pootlc and even prophetic lu bis toue, so that
bIs best bookale btlaug ta that "lîlterature ai
power " which doos nat moan get ont ai date.
This Mr. Mdacpherson shows under the
head afi" Carlyle as an Inspirational Force,"
and passages are quotod showing the great
thinkor's demand for wonder aud reveronco
lu the face af the mystery aud Infinitude ai
lIfe. We think that the compaimon vith
John the Baptlst at the close ai the book lo
mare apprapriato than the reference ta
Isalah which accurs tvlce. Isaiah had a
gospel, aud bis golden age was in the future,
vhlle, accordlng ta aur authar, Carlylo Il th
net a little ai the wilderness atmosphero
about hM, preached ln gnlmaly dofiant
mood ta a pleasuze.loving generation, the
great doctrines wlcb lie at the root af ail
religians - the doctrines ai Repentence,
Rigbteeusness aud Retribqtion." We have
nov exhansted tho space at aur disposai and
lot féel thot vo have net given a full repre.
seutation ai the great vealth of thîs smnal
book. We have much pleasune, thoan, lu
recemmeuding It as a splendid Introduction
ta the study ai Cariylo's lîfe and literatune,
vbicb lu specially opportune lu vîew af the
Carlyle coutenary vbicb bas boon sa raent-
IV celebrated.

Strathnoy, Ont.

.REF. D. J. MACDONNELL, B.D.

By 0EV. G. M. MILLIGAN, D.D.

The deatb ai the Rev. D.J. Macdonnell
cast a gloom, aven ail classes af mou lu every
part ai the country. Rich and poor maurn
hiloibs. Ail sections ai the Chunch feed a
leader bas fallon lu Israel. The banor and
affection ho won came ail unsought. We
do well, especiaily ministers, ta ask wbat
mean these tnibutes af loving regard te.
yards aur departed friand, and vhy these
acbing volds lu so many hearts because bis
"4vauisbed band" Ilili foyer be clapsed
bore again, and the sound ai bis voice, ta
guide and cheer, lu, for this life, forevor still ?

Enough bas beon told in these lait fev
days ai the external firamework af bis fileo, se
that blographic facts need fori ne part in
carrying ont the purpose for vbich vo nov
write. His frank, bearty manuer, bis
humane spirit, bis ever rcady holpfuluess ta.
yards every gond cause, and bIs Catholic
sympathies Ilke a city set upon a bill ..ould
net bo bld. Yet these are flot sufficient ta
account for bis videspread and deeply
penetrating influence.

Ho vas a man naturaily loveable. Vet
no mare natural gooduess ; no genl dis-
play ai one temperanientally, bappiiy cou-
stituted, could exercise the deep moral paver
vhichbc did. One fait that ail bis natunal
qualities, attractive as they vere, derlved
their toue and 111e front Christian principle.
The question ta do or flot te do auy act vas
detormined by hM accardlug ta wbat ho
beiieved vas the viii ai Christ. 'Oar vilîs
are onrs ta inake themIl Christ';, vas; the
molta ai bis lite. Heuce, howcever wldely
yoeu dlfl'ered tram hlmn, Vau respected hlm ;
for you always fait bis position vas taten,
not frein vautan, or selfish impulse, but ou
the 1bigbest ethical and religions grounds.
Sa transparent vas the ipiritnallty af, bis
motIis lu malIers vbore many dlsigreed
witb hlm, regarding the way ho soufrbt ta
p.,ve cff eçt Ioe thein, that ho bas doue hy bis
vhoio lie more thun we imagine ta show
men that theno mnay bc diversities.ci view
regardiog tbé methods ta bc adop!ed ta


