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Our Contributors.

KENOX COLLEGE aND THE
COMNING MEN.

BY KNOXONIAN,

The Presbyterian Church should be
thankful that so many good men are
available for the vacant chalrs in Koox Col-
lege. Consideriog the salary that we pay to
professors the Church might be very glad to
get any two of them, The qualifications of the
gentlemen whose names have been mentlon-
ed are as mioutely examined and as sharply
criticlsed as if the Church' proposed to pay
each of them ten thousand a year. We
sometimes laugh at congregatlons when
they expect pulpit brilliance for the minl.
mum salary. Pretty much the same thing
is done by the whole Church every time a
professor of theology is appointed. Per-
haps that is all right. Modesty and poverty
are not Siamese twins.

1t should, we think, be assumed by every-
body that the coming professors will be ap-
pointed in June. No doubt the lecturers at
present filling the vacant chairs are doing
their work well, Still the interests of the
Church as a whole, and of the college, re-
quire that no further time should be spent in
making the appointmeants. Two years
should be long enough to make up even a
Presbyterlan miand. If the appointments
are not made in June the privilege of lectur-
ing vacant congregations for oot calling
pastors within a reasonable time will be lost
for a generatton. Noae of us wish to lose
that privilege.

It ,should be assumed, too, we think,
that other things being equal, or nearly so,
two of otir own men should be appointed.

Brioging an American citizen over here
and putting him into a vacant chair in Koox
College might be treating the learned
gentlemen with scant kinduess. In the
event of a ‘ war scare” breaking out he
might feel the atmosphere too hot even in
January. His feelings might be lacerated
by frequent and fiery references to the Old
Flag. Even the students In his class might
might throw out ominous hints abont
“shouldering thelr muskets” if a certain
emergency should arise.  He conld not read
bis morning paper without seeing something
that might spoil his breakfast. The good
man would aot be safe even in church. Just
fancy a live American professor listening to
the exposition of President Cleveland's
message that Principal Grant gave in St.
Andrew's Church the Sabbath after the
¢ war scare " broke aout two moaths ago.

A man from across the Atlantlc would
not of course be pained by references to the
Old Flag, but he might find it difficult to
adapt bimself to our ways. He might not be
able to do so if he tried, and there is a pain-
ful possibility that if we went down on our
knees and coaxed him to come out here he
might noi try. Those who had the privil-
ege of kaowing Principal Willis are well
aware that he never took kindly to Canada,
though he did noble work while he was
here, He always dreaded our winters, con-
sldered himself more or less of an exile and
often spoke pathetically of going home,
His condition was here, but his heart was in
the Old Land. We all love the land of our
fathers ; io fact, love it so much that we
would ot like to ask any more old country-
men to come out here and sacrifice them-
seives for us unless in a case of dire neces-
sity. It may be found possible to fill the
chairs io Koox without asking anybody to
banish bimself for our benefit.

At Toronto and within the Central
Church there, the General Assembly of the
Presbytegen Church in Canada met on the
day of June, 1896, The Report of
the Board of management of Kaox College
was read reco mmending the appoiniment of
to the vacant chairs in that instita-
tion, It wasthen moved by Dr, ——— and
duly seconded, tbat in view of the large
number of nomianations made by Rresby-
teries, the General Assembly «ppoint a
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small select committee to conslder the quali-
ficatlons——. No, thanks, Kuox Is a day-
Hght institution, No backstair nor down-
stalr work for her, She bas lived aund
flourished in the light for fifty years and her
cons propose to keep there. ¢ Hands off
Manitoba” committee men., There has
been too much committee work in the
Church during the past twenty years. “‘hat
small select committee might go downstairs
and strike out every name mentioned by the
Presbyteries and the College Board and
then come upstairs with an alr of in-
nocence and two new names and rush
their reports through the Assembly.
Even if the men thus appointed happen-
ed to be the best, they would be handi-
capped at the start by the unpopular man-
ner of their appointment. This Church is
getting tired of committee rule {n the As-
sembly.

CARLYLE, THINRER AND
TEACHER™*

——

BY KRRV, W. G. JORDAN, 8.A,

This new book nn Thomas Catrlyle is the
first volume of * The Famous Scots Serles,”
ta be published by Oliphant, Anderson &
Ferrier. The title of the serles may seem
to contaln an appeal to patriotism, but if the
high fevel reached by the first volame {s
maintained, the books will stand upon their
merits, and not need any other recommend-
ation, Thisis uot a portly and expeasive
volume, but a cheap book ; it may be had for
about 50 cente, and makes one marvel that
so much gond work can be got for so little
money. The book is neatly bound and
tastefully ornamented, and possesses an at.
tractive title page where we look for the date
of publication and do not find it. However,
we will not compolain of what is evidently
considered a trifllng omlission when, consid-
ing the price, the appearance of the book
is so satisfactory,

‘With regard to the author the Brifisk
Weekly says that ‘* he is the Editor of ths
Edinburgh ZEvening News, a paper which
contains muchclever writing.” We, however,
‘make our acqualntance with Mr. Macpher-
son through our reading of this brief blog-
raphy and bave formed a verv favorable
opinion of his literary powers. He acknow-
ledges that “of making books onCarlyle there
is no end,” but because of the demand of
this series he ventures to add another to the
list and ip this we think be has done well ; to
condense so much into so little space, and
to do it so neatly, is a very creditabie piece
of literary workmanship. Working within
these parrow limits he has been largely in.
debted to Mr. Froude's Biography, and to
the ‘* Reminiscences,” but into the contro-
versy over Mr. Froude's editorial conduct
he has wisely declined to coter. In the
body of the work, however, there is a letter
which the author received from Mr. Froude
some years ago, and which has not been
published before. This letter is interesting
as presenting strongly Mr. Froude's view of
an affair which caused great controversy,
but it is not likely to influence any one who
bas formed a personal judgment on the
matter in question.

Mr. Macpherson has had the sympathy
and assistance of several competent critics,
namely, Prof. Masson, Mr.J.Morley, and Mr,
Haldane, M.P. This book conosists of nire
cbapters. Inthe first seven the biography,
exposition and criticism ron side by side,
while in the last two there is an attempt to
sketch Carlyle as “a soclal and political
thioker  and as *“ an inspirational force.”
The biographica! part of the work is well
done ; the lights and shadows are effective-
ly arranged, so that, notwithstanding the
comparative brevity of the sketch, anyone
may gaio from it a .clear and correct view
ot the man and his work. We have the
story of his early straggles, of his herculean
iabours, in which he received from a loviog
wile such constapt sympathy aod stimu'us,
of his fioal success in which his w fe in some

© «Thanas Carlvle” By H. C. Macpharson. Oli-
phait, Anlessoa & Ferdier, Loadon znd Edinbargh.
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measure llved to share. Then there is the
picture of his splendid reception at Edin-
burgh Unliversity, followed so closely by the
sudden news of his wife’s death., And last.
ly we see the old man bearing the burden of
his years in sad [oneliness, Concurrently
with this we have an account of his literary
labours,the early magazinearticles,thestudies
inGerman literature, the great books ¢ Sartor
Resartus, the French Revolution, Cromwell,
and Frederick the Great, the political
pamphlets, and the various courses of lect-
ures. From this part of the book the reader
may learn that with all Carlyle's eccen-
tricities there was one thing in which he was
consistent : if he preached *“a gospel of
work,” he lived that as few men have done.

In the preface we are told ‘‘if we could
imagine the spirit of a German philosopher
inbabiting the body of a Covenanter of
dyspeptic and sceptical tendencies a goad
idea would be had of Thomas Carlyle."
We are glad, however, that Mr. Macpher-
son does not leave us to an Imagination of
that kind, as we do not kuow what & Ger-
man philosopher's spirit would do with the
body of a Covenanter, but in tbe chapter on
‘“ Oarlyle’s Mental Development,” he shows
that Oarlvle was powerfully influenced by
¢¢ the simple faith, the stern plety and the
rugged heroism of the old Seceders” ; and
also by the study of German philosophy and
poetry. It may seem paradoxical to say
that we regard this chapter as the most
helpfu!, and yet, in a certain sense, the most
unsatisfactory in the whole book. The say-
ing of Hegel with which the book opens is
both true and striking: ‘A great man
condemns the world to the task of explain-
iog him.” And equally true Is the anthor’s
addition that before a great man canbe ex-
plained be must be appreciated. But it is
scarcely possible for anyone to explaiu the
Hegelian philosophy and Carlyle’s relation-
ship to it in a few pages. Some very able
men have confessed their Inability to undez-
stand the Hegelian philosophy, and others
have diftered in their interpretation of it,
but Mr. Macpherson tells us very clearly
tbat ¢ jdealism is simply materialism turn.
ed upside down,” and that ** Hegelianism as
much as naturalism leaves man a prisoner
in the hands of fate.” We have not space
to criticise these statements, but any intel-
ligent person can see that they are open to
criticism. Of course it would not be fair to
expect in a work of this size.a full and satis-
factory discusslon of such questions, It
seems to be implied that M}l and Spencer
have given us the true philosopby and cor-
rect psychology, and Carlyle is criticised
from that standpoint. We are told thet he
found salvation in Transcendeutalism, and
yet his system is * Calvinism mianus Christi-
anity,” and although he detested Darwin-
ism, it is startling to find that he was an
evolutionist without knowing it. There is,
we believe, some truth in all these state-
ments, but they need careful examination
and qualification. We cannot now discuss
the ethics of evolutionists and intuftionalists,
but must basten on to note the luminions
exposition of Carlyle’s critical method, “* To
German philosophy and literature Carlyle
owed his critical method by which he all but
revolutionised criticism as understood by
kis Edinburg hand London contemporaries.”
This statement is, we think, proved and
illustrated with great clearness and force,
“To readers wearied with the facile criti-
cism of conventional reviewers it was a
revelation to come in contact with a writer
like Carlyle.” And if he falled occasionally
in the application of his own froitful method
it was because of the strength of his person-
al sympathies and the power of the old
Covenanting idea.

According to Mr. Macpherson the Ger-
man philosophy which helped Carlyle in his
carly life did not give him peace, and we
are not surprised at this, as philosophy is a
matter of thicking, and thinkiry is net the
whole of life, A system of philosr phy how-
ever n: ble, cannot meet the demands of our
complex naiure., Then even this philosophy
was not held by Carlyle as a reasoned syatem
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but rather as a. vague poetic atmosphare.
We cannot go to Carlyle for a perfect phil-
osophy either of history or of life ; neither
can we expect him to meet our political
perplexities or solve our soclal problems.
He has glven magalficent bisterlcal plctures
and blographical sketcLes, but has not dealt
with the causes of the complex events with
which he was congerned. His political
remedies are insufficient for the great evlls
which he sees so clearly and bewails so
powerfully. But Carlyle is a great moral

" force not only as a literary critic but as a
.preacherofrighteousness. Therelssomething

poetic and even propheticin his tone, so that
his best boolks belong to that *¢ literature of
power " which does not soon get out of date,
This Mr. Macpherson shows under the
head of ¢ Carlgle as an Inspirational Force,"”
and passages are quoted showing the great
thinker's demand for wonder aund reverence
in the face of the mystery and Infinitude of
jife. We thiok that the comparison with
John the Baptist at the close of the book is
more appropriate than the reference to
Isalah which occurs twice. Isalah had a
gospel, and his golden age was in the future,
while, according to our author, Carlyle *¢ with
not a little of the wilderness atmosphere
about him, preached in grimly defiant
mood to a pleasure.loving generation, the
great doctrines which lie at the root of all
religions — the doctrines of Repentence,
Righteousness and Retribytion.” We have
now exbausted the space at our disposal and
yet feel that we have rot given a full repre-
sentation of the great wealth of this small
book. We have much pleasure, thep, in
recommendipg it as a splendid introduction
to the study of Carlyle's life and literature,
whick is specially opportune In view of the
Carlyle centenary which has been so recent-
ly celebrated.
Strathroy, Ont.

REV. D. J. MACDONNELL, B.D.

BY REV. G, M. MILLIGAN, D.D,

The death of the Rev, D.]. Macdonnell
cast a gloom over all classes of men in every
part of the country, Rich and poor mourn
his loss, All sections of the Church feel a
leader has fallen in Israel. The honor and
aftection be won came all unsought. We
do well, especially ministers, to ask what
mean these tributes of loving regard to-
wards our departed frlend, and why those
aching voids in so many hearts because his
‘¢ vanished bhand " will never be clapsed
here again, and the sound of his voice, to
guide and cheer, is, for this life, forever still ?

Enough has been told in these last few
days of the external framework of his life, so
that blographic facts need form no part in
carrying out the purpose for which we now
write. His frank, hearty manner, his
humane spirit, his ever recady helpfulness to-
wards every good cause, and his Catholic
sympathies like a city set upon a hill vould
not be hid. Vet these are not suofficient to
account for his widespread and deeply
peuetrating influence.

He was aman naturally loveable. Vet
no mere natural goodness ; no genial dls-
play of oue temperamentally, happily con-
stituted, conld exercise the dzep moral power
which he did. One felt that all his natural
qualities, attractive asthey were, derived
their tone and life from Christian principle.
‘The question to do or not to do any act was
determined by him according to what he
believed was the will of Christ. * Oar wills
are ours to make them ” Christ's, was the
motto of his life. Hence, however widely
you differed from him, you respected him ;
for you always felt his position was takea,
not from wanton or selfish impalse, but on
the -highest ethical and religious grounds.
So transparent was the spirituality of his
motives in matters where many disagreed
with him regarding the way he sought 10
gwve effect to them, that he has done by his
whole hife more than we imagive to show
men that there may be diversities.of view
regardiog the methods to be adopted to




