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ilOtes of the X1eeh.
XVI sec îith picasuîre, says the Pi-ce Chii,rh

Jfonthi;', that: Knox College at Toronto hias con
frrcdi the degree of D. D. on the Rev. Jolin Mac
Dougail, of Florenîce. MIr. MacDougall hias mainî-
tained fot many ycars. îithi great credit to himscif
and great advantatge to the Church, our station at
Florenîce, and ail the %vorld Icnows wvhat lieclias donc
for the Froc Ciîurch of Italy. That body continues
to carry on a vigorous systemn of ev-angclistic îvork,
whose success is due largcly to the perscvcring help
anîd oversiglit of once vho, throughi good and cvil re-
port, lias stood its untfluîîciiîg fricnd.

T111i: cyiuote of the Frce Cliurch General Assem-
biy of 1892, says a Scottishi excliange, wvas undoubt-
cdiy forign missionîs, and it Iooksas if this %vere to bc
the neîv enthusiasm of the future. At the sittings
wheîr this subject %vas tif the attendance ivas larger
thaît on aîîy othier occasion,and the breath of the 1 Ioly
Spirit %vas potverfully cxperieniced. The presence
o! a large iumber of students, offcring tîteniselves
as'missionaries and bcgging the Churcli to exert
herslf to send theni al V the foreign fiuid, %vas a
novel spectacle, which movcd the Asscmhly to its
deptlis. Dr. Stewart of Lovedale, just returuied
fromn an adventurous jourîcy, undertaken ivith Uthc
vicw of founding a new niissionary station in Cen-
tral Africa, and Dr. Laws, just rcturtied after years
of apostoiic toil anîd perdiin Livingstonia, rcccivcd a
warm wcvlcome. P"erhapls, hiowcver, the most powver-
fui address of ail was given by Dr. M'Kichan, of
Bonbay. Aitogether, the impression %vas qîlite
uînî1sual, an~d the Iree Chutrch is evidcntly on the
eve of a siciv dcvelopinent in this braîîch of lier work-.

TltE May meetings, whichl occupy so Mucil of
thc at tention of Christian peopie iin Lonîdon, says a
Britishi conteînporarv, have suffcrcd îno diminution
of popuflar interest or of attendance so far as thecy
have been ld. The grcat Clîîîrch Missionary
Society lias found 1Ex.ýeter 1 fait a place toc) strait for
its fric:nds, an>d this year, while Exeter Hlall %vas
crovded to its utrnost capacity. for the annual meet-
ing. St. Jamcs IHal %vas also fuit to overflowing.
The iiîcome of the Society for the year was reported1
as $1,346,885, an aunount iin excess of last year's
incarne, and whichli as in fact only once bceen ex-
cecded. The L.ondon Mfissioîîary Society fildtd Its
cielity îuiîtlî anniversary on i 2til May, itS total iin-
corne being '$.k65,ooo. The Forward Movcmcnt
îîaugira1tcd last ycar 11w, lhad the effect of stimula-
tiîîgs bothiî iteresr and ibcraiity, for the recceipts of
the SOcitY %ere $1 75,000 ini advance of last year's.
Nearly ;Soaooo of this ivas dite to the scîf-denial
wvcck, itistituted for the benefit of Uic Socictys mis-
sionls. This Society bias placed twenty more mis-
siolaries on its staff last year, and it lias 216 umis-
Sionarics now in the field, forty-six %cof îvioinarc
ladies.

Tiii., representative character of the Free Churchi
Conention which is ta convene in 'Manchester nex.t
Noveni ber, says a contemporary, is afIirr-ned iin tic
list of leaders of Brîtislh Nonconiformity, %vho wili
bc the principal orators. Each of the sevmn denoîn-
inations of wvlich the Congress %vill bc made up iill
furnisli at least one speaker. A clever thought lias
been to beg the Modcrator of the Presbyterian

Synod, the Cliairînan of the Congregationat, Union,
the President of the Baptist Union, and tic Presi-
dlent of the four Methodist conférences, to preside
as chairmen lover the sessions of the Free Church
Congress. XVitli the exception of Ireiand, tîhe differ-
cnt tiationalities ivili bc fully rcprcsented. The
ivant of solidarity betîveen Eiiglislîncn and Irish-
men is even more regrettable in religion than it is ini
politics. Only by continuai meeting and as contîn-
ual rubbing off Uic rougli edgcs cani a mutuai uinder-
standing corne about.- he list of subjccts wviich
the Congress iih discuss is an attractive one, cm-
bracing such topics as IlThe Worlc of Frec Churches
in Town and in Cotintry," "The Church, its Minis-
try, its Sacraments anîd its Feliowslîip." IlThe influ-
ece of the Free Citumches on the National Life."
Aititougli no resolutions appelir oun the programme
and the conduct of the Assembiy lies cntirciy ivitti
its niembers, tiere is one question wvlich, must sug-
gest itself to cvery broad-rnindcd delegate. That
questioni is Inter-Fraternai Union, and it lias been
suggestcd that tlîis Congrcss uniglît bc the forerun-
ner of sucli a Fedcrated Fre Clurch in îvhich deîuo-
nîiinationai distinctions slîouid (lisappear.

Titi'. foltowing is froun tlîe IWw Yoi-k Observer:
Touching the important deliverance mnade by tie
General Assembiy of the United Statzs, North, oui
the inspiration of God's Word and Uhe duty of
1'resbytcriaîî ministers who have chauugcd tlîeir faith
to ]eave the Prcsbytcriaîî Churchi, the Chiristian
Uitioni says:" We, thcîî, advise the Presbyterian
mninisters to pay no attentionî to this resolution;
necitlier to attack it tior to obcy it ; but to go oun
îvith t1icir work, as thougli it liad neyer been passcd ;
to abide by thcir owîî promise to try ail questions>
including the questions of the authority and inerrancy
of Scripture, by an examination of the Scripturc itsclf
-that is, by the use of what is known as the Hîgber
Criticismn, whlîih only a modemn name for the
study of the Bible. Tiîey may possibly bc turîîcd
out of their pulpit-witlî tue resuit of a freer pulpit
anîd a larger audietîce soinewliere else. But no0 manî
uîeed turn hiunsclf out. On the contrary, it is lis
duîty to stay wviere lie is - stand fast for the liberty
wvlerewith Christ lias made luiî frec. Creed sub-
scription is a biarncss, liot a manacle ; and the first
duty of the hour is to resist the mnen wlio arc trying to
makec of it a maîîacle anid of the subscribing mninis-
try serfs in chaiuis." That a paper cailimîg itsei(
Chîristian -should cominend such a grossiy dishioncst
course is surprising. But Miîen once a religious
journal bcgiuîs to tamper with the doctrines of God's
WVord its ideas of morality and hiouesty arecîiot
likely to reiain ovcr-scrupulous.

Tîîîiuiî. is ini 13/trikoodl's for Juuie a livcly paper
on speech by Sir IHerbert Maxwell, who unak'es
sport both of parlianieuutary speakers anîd of parsons.
H-e compiains, says a Scottisli coutemporary, that
tlîey don't know wvlat to, do witlî tleir lim-bs
whcn they are talking: crouched shouiders, bett
knecs and liands in the pocket arecuîot graceful atti-
tudes; members ivili grip a despatch box and min-
isters a pulpit cushion as if it ivas very life ; case ks
a first element in cffect. The best place, says Sir
1 Ierbcrt, to stuly the vices a speaker ought ta avoid
is Parliamei ; but he evidcntly gives thc palm of
incfficiency to the pulpit-with a fine Scotch cati-
tion, ta thc Chîurch of Euîgland pulpit. This reser-
vation ivas hardly neccssary; tIiere is no speaking
betk-r thati the best S:otch ininisters', but tiiere is
nu one5 bad as thc worst ; the bad speaker in an
English Churcli is at Ieast short, but the Scotsman
wvill havc lus forty ta fifty minutes-the worst
speaker talzing the longer time. The Writer cou-
demins the attempt to read fromn the manuscript
wvhiie couîccaling it; this hîalf-and liaif measure he
deems a constant failuire; read ail apenly or spcak
ail boldiy is bis rnaxîm. H-e alsa criticizes Ilthe
wvearisome and ex:essive use of metaphor,> the ire-
quctit interiarding ai pulpit speech with Oriental
imagery. Thus he îvould prefer ta a reference ta
vines and fig-trccs an allusion ta a -corn-field or
potata patch ; it would startie many congregations.
But there remains anc more startling thing ; let Sir
H-erbert bc askcd-tà prcýach*befo*e the clcrgy at the

next asscuiblies, and let lus own sermon be phono-
graplîcd and the preaclier plîotograpliîd ; lie îvouid
spare necitlier his owuî voice nom lus own attitudes.

Tii' Soutiierti General Assembiy nroposed a
coifèeuce îvith the Nortlîerîu Ciuurch oui tic subject
of Chrstiani work aunong the tnegroes as ivell as upon
forcign missions. Bothu of tliese propositions, says
the New Y'ork LzdmAn«.Id ni, wcrc adopted with great
lîcartincss, but that îvbiciî souglit coniférence uith
the Northern Frecdmcn's Board passed only after
the Sccrctary, Mr. Philiips, had explained its pur-
pose, whiciî he stated to be ta encourage the forma-
tion of a separate colotircd Prcsbyterian Churcli out
of the colourcd Cliurclîes which arc now conneîcted
with tic Northiern and Southcrn Prcsbyterian bodies.
he Sotthcrn Clîuirclî nowv lias five Presbyteries

with forty ministcrs and fifty-five churchues and 1,300
cornmunicants, and the Rcv. A. L. Pliillips, a mati
of mucli ability aîîd of a fine spirit, is appoiuîted to
give his entire îvork to tiîis department of Christian
labour. A committcc lias been appointed consist-
ing of a number of the ablest men in the Soutlîerni
Chiurcli, whlicli wiIl call a convention af aIl the
Soutlîerui Preshyterian miistcrs to meet at Birming-
liani, Ala., to confer about organizirug an itudepeui-
dent Prcsbytcriai) Churcli. 0f course such a Churcli
wvii1 not be orgauized witbout the consent of the
îîegroes ; but it is almost impossible that that con-
sent should becîithbcid if the niegrocs arc earnestiy
tirged by their whlite brethîren to withdratv and
estabiislî sucli a Cliurch. Mr. Phillips told the
Asscmbiy that it was with a vieuv ho the orgauiza-
tiors of suchi a Churcli thiat ho desires ta intercst the
Nortbern Presbytcrian Clurclî, and that there had
aircady been some considerabie encouragement
giveîî ta sîîcl a proposition. We are praphets
cnaugh for the occasion to be able to foreteli, ivith a
very considerable amounit of posihiveness, that nîo
clîarm of chariners ill ibcecffective enough ta per-
suade the Nortlîern Cliurch to take a single stop ho-
ward relieving itseii ai its coloutrcd brcthiren. Lt wil
keep thuem as long as it cati.

hilE -New York Jndepentdenî says: The annual
meetingof the International Missionary Union comn-
unuied at Cilton Sprinîgs, N.Y., June 8. The first
session uvas remnarkiably iîîtcresting, more than sixty
uissionaries speakiuîg briefly of their experiences in
their fields. The special topic of the îiext aiternoon
ivas governînents auud missionis, particularly appro-
Priate in the present crises i urkecy, China and
the Pacific. Papers uvere read fromn Dr. Albert
Lonz, of Robert Colliege, anîd an addrcss uvas given
by Dr. Cyrus Hamlîn, in which systcmatic repressive
measures, reccuîtiy set in operation by the Turks,
ivere attributed maiuily to the intrigues of Russians.
Dr. S. L. Baldwini, of Newv York, spoke most favour-
ably conceruîing the recetît atiti-Chitiese legislatioui
at Wvashington. Both subjccts wcre referred toaa
counmittee to forunulate appropriate resolutions. Oui
the presenitation of an address froun tbe World's
Xomaî's Christian Temperance Union, aut organiz~a-
tioti now embracing forty-two nations in its mcm-
bcrship, the Union, by art unanimous rising vote,
liear'tilv c'udorsed the petition praying for a sup-
pression of the liquor traffic and opium trade. The
uîext day tiiere uvas a special meeting in the Taber-
niacle, addressedi by tbe Rev. Dr. J. 1-1. flaurouvs, of
Chicago, chairman of tbe Committee on Religiomus
Congresses ai the World's Columbiaui Exposition.
I-is special topic ivas parlianientary religions, ivhich
lie said wouid bc a schlîoat comparative theolagy,
brîingu-g together for the first time representatuves
of the great religionîs, showing hoîv zrany important
truths werc hcld by them i comnion, and affording
a vicw of the effects of the religions an the different
conditions of life. In the morning session a resolu-
tion, expressing hearty approval of these Congresses,
ivas iîitroduccd by the Rev. J. E. Robinson, of tic
Mediodist Episcopal Chiurch in India, but after a
vigorous discussion, it was voted down by a large
majority, cbiefly on the ground tbat the very discus-
sion of these religions in the Parliament would be
sbowing thcm too mucli favour, putting themi almost
on a par with Cbristianity and puoviding-puipits for
their teachers.
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