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A GREEK FESTIVAL.

For 2 month before Cl.eistmas every pious Greek has ob.
scrved a ripid fast; consequently the **iable® which on
that day is spread in every house produces something akin
to festivity. My friends of the evening begged me to sit
dow:t and partake of the meal that they had prepared. Tt
was sumewhat of a strugple to me, I must own, for I ex.
pected it would not be served in very magnificent style,
Still T was hardly prepared for what actually happened,
On a rmall round table was a perfect mouniain of maca-
roni and cheese—not such cheese as we are accustomed
to put with ours, but coarse shecp’s milk cheese, which
stung my mouth like mustard, ard left a pungent taste
therein for days. Then there were no plates, no spoons.
The master of the house had a knife with which he attacked
the dish, and the one which on ordinary occasions fell to
the mistzess wes now kindiy placed at my disposal.  As for
the test of the family they were an example of the adage
that fingers were made before forks, and these fingers
grew obviously cleaner as the meal progressed. \What a
meal it was indeed, as if it were a contest in gastronomic
activity ! Yet it was pleasant to see the appetite with which
great and small entered into the contest and filled their
mouths to overflowing with the savoury mess, I was left
far behind in the contest, and 1 had, 1 fear, to tell many
untruths concerning my appetite and the excellence of the
dish, and great was my relief wheo it was removed, and
dried fruits and nuts took its place, To drink we had resin-
ated wine—that is to say, wine which had been stored in a
keg covered with resin 1nside, which gives the flavour so
much relistied by the Grecky, but which is almost as unpal-
atable to an Englishman as beer must be to those who dunk
it fur the tirst time.  The wine, however, had the eflect of
loosening the tongues of my friends, who had been too busy
as yet to talk, and they told me many interesting Christmas
tles.— 7Le Gent'eman's Magazine,

EFFECT OF IMPRISONMENT ON TiHE MIND.

To the ordinary mind, full of busy schemes and plans
for future good, in the many active and fruitful years which
people are so sure remaia to them, the condition of one con-
demned to die at the hands of the law is inconceivable. To
the sick, ofttimes the restraint which comes from their own
weakness, the irtksomeness of inactivity, is harder tu bear
than all the agonies o! pain and discase. This is but the
beginning with the prsoner. \Wuhdrawn from all the in
terests of the world, having no longer any part in humansty,
destined at 2_fixed hour to have the poor remnants of his
pale and shadowy lile choked oat of him at the hands of the
race of which he was once a pant, he must count the days
and hours that remain to him till that agonizing mement
when he shall, before the unpitying eyes of the community
he has wronged, writhe out that wretched existence, to
which he yet asan zmmal clings. All crime probubly has
an clement of insanityin it. There is something abnor.
mal and unbalanced, there is no sense of proportion, no :dea
of values.  All things ate scen though a refracting medium
which strangely distor's z2nd falsifics them. But under the
straip of prison ‘ifc the sanest mind cannot lung sctain its
voncb”f! E. Warner, in the American Magczine for No
TN

JOANN SOUTHCOTE'S CRIS.

Awmong a larsge number of uriginal papers relaung o this
probably sclf deluded woman sume of the oddest ate thuse
which describe the gilts made to her by her lollowers in
anticipation of the promised bitth. The value of these
amounted, according to the calcziations of sume, to sevesal
thousznd pounds ; but of all, the most coaspicoous must
have been the superbctib, of which an illustration was pub.
lished at the titne. It was astually exbibited for some
days at the warchouse of an eminznt upholsterer in Aldess-
gate Street, and inspected by *“ hundreds of genteel per.
sons of both scxes.” Oa the rim of the cavopy was in-
scribed the words, ** A Free-Wiil Offeriog by Faith to the
Promiscd Seed.” Whether Joanna was a hysterical enthu-
siast or an anful impostor, she must have made a pretsy
good thing of her malady from first 1o last.  In a broadside
published 1n 1814, dedicated **to les Gobbes mouches
Anglois,” we are informed that it is computed that the
number of persons who received scals op to 1808 amuunted
to upward of 6,400, Each of these considered that seal as
a passport to heaven.  The sealing was stopped, for some
unknown reason, in 1808. The price of the seal was on.
ginally a guinea, and was subscquently reduced to 32e.—
Notes ang Querses.

SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF DANTE,

To attempt to rcine upon Dantc s to make him ridicu-
lovs. Coarsc and grotesque 3n expiession he donbtless is at
umes ; but the indelicacy is not of hat Swinbumnian type
which revels inrotteancss, and for which he would have
found an appropriate ncok in onc of his Bolgses. It is
rathzr inherent in his subject.  The dominart seatiment of
the JInferno is that sin brotalizes. Theough sucsessive
circles he leads us Lmnwawd 1o lower developments of
bestialit;  His hienus bave noathny with the Miltonian
Satan .1 wab Ui Meplhistupheles of Gwelie. The pol
ished, sarce -, keer witied, snecning, denying devil, and
the **archan el ramed,” retaining traces, of tis * onginal
Urighiness.” e alike alisent feom Dante’s Hell.  His Lo
cifer, at the a,<x o f the infemnal ¢one, - the supreme incar-
nation of demniac animalim  Acondingly, he pictures
Lis devils with all the accompaniments of tenial depravity
in ward and art aed wien. Tiante i 2 plainspcag?r on
whatever tohje be s dealing with,  He refuses to crcum
vent or to pild with creomincation ~r cuphemizm. For
a translator toa t>mpt 1o mitigate the plain directocrs of
such pasaages is to make them doully offensive. — Narors
A Vimeent, in New Prineclon Revicw for Nevember,
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LETTERS.

Such a little thing—a letter,
Yet so much it may contain 3
Written thoughts and mute expressions,
Full of pleasure, fraught with pain.

R, 5 et e o B~ - M i e

When our hearls are sad at parting,
Cotnes a gleam of comfort bright
In the mutual promise given:
¢ We will not forget to write.”

Plans and doings of the absent,
Seraps of news we like to hear,
All remind us, ¢'en though distant,
Kind remembrance keeps us near.

Yeisomeuimes a single letier
Turns the sunshine 101q shade ;
Chills our elforts, clouds our prospects,
Blights our hopes and makes them fade.
Messengess of {'oy Of SOTIOwW,
Life or dezth, success, despair,
Beater of affection’s wishes,
Grecting kind or loving prayer.

Prayer or greeting, we:.  "e present,
Would be felt but hall unsaid ;
\We can wiite, because our letters—

Not our faces—will be read.

Who has not some treasured letters,
Fragments choice of othess® lives;

Relics, some, of friends departed,
Friends »hose memory still survives ¢

Touched by acither time not distance,
Will their words unspoken lasts

Voiceless whispers of the present,
Silent echoes of the past.

—Chambers' Journal.

A COLOUR STUDY.

Though the bloom-laden boughs of spragtime and the
roses of su.amer are gone, there 1s yet a richer, rarer
beauty 1n garden and lorest and field, which lovers of Na.
ture will delight 10 heed.  Yet, viewing with the eyc of the
horticultuzist all the panorama of loveliness which autumn
has spread for our enjoyment, we are led to conclude that
we have much 19 learn in the way of planting for autumn

decoration, foz, with all our cate, our lawns are but dull |

fur weeks, at a scason when they should be at their richest
and best.
Give Nature full rein, and what shall yousse 2

¢ Golden ;ilcams'by every brook,
Crimson lights in every nook.”

and beauty running niot everywhere,

Every kaull has 1ts watch-fue of glowing colour. Lvery
cliff sts veil, cmbruidered in leaf and vine, which no human
shili can imuate ; every stump ats bit of carmine ; evety
tough trec trunk its climbes of cnmson and green. Itas
hard to understand why so much of beauty, such fairy
wuches of decuration, are hidden away from prying eyes.
Is Nature shy of man, that she sets her choicest gems of
culuut and attistic arrangement in the midst of the swamp
ot the busum of the lorest? Then let us woo her, unutl
she shall light her autumn fires close by ous own door-
stones , wntil, even while we ase watching, she shall dash
upon the palette of vur owa lawns all those artistic com-
mi wglings of tints which she loves to lacish on an smumn
totest.- Bac’s Magasine for Nevember.

THE KANGAROO.

On level ground high-bred horses and dogs in full traiming
can be tolerably sure of running down a kangaroo, but if the
animal can make its way to broken and rocky ground,
especially where the truots of fallen trees beset the uzek,
it can mostly make good its escape.  When brought to bay
1t is as formidable an antagonist as the stzg itself. It has
no hors, bot it has hind feet, and at the xis) of the fourth
toc there is 2 claw of great length, shaped like a bayonet,
and scarcely less formidable. A single kick from this wea.
pon will rip up a dog as it the animal hag been struck wath
a sharp sword, and cven an armed man does not like to ap-
proach it in front. Generally, when st bay, the kangaroo
stards upright, resting its back against 2 tree, so that the
dogs cannot attack it from behind. The hunter, however,
takes advantage of this habit. He trains his dogs to make
false attacks on the animal in front, without coming within
the range of the terrible claw, and while its attention is en-
gaged :n fromt he ships behind the tree, and strikes his long
hunuing kniie into the bodyof the kangzroo. Not many
years ago the kangaroo swarmed like the bison in America.
Bat great aities have sprung inlo existence where, scarcely
fifty years ago, not cven 2 hut was to be seen, and the black
men and the kangaroo were masters of the land.  The time
is ot far distant when sheep and cattle will have taken the
piace «f the kangaroo, and Australia will only know her
most chamcteristic animal by reputation. The kangaroo
and the %ison will alike {all victims 1o advancing civilization.
—Good iVerds.

THg Rev. Wiper Wilson, the new parish misister of
Stonchouse, is making Professor Drummond's great book a
satject of study in his Bible cluss this winter.

PROFESSOR STRWART was indaucted 10 the than of Sgs-
tematic Theolopy at Aberdeen on Nov. 4. The ansialla.
tivn ceremony, conducted by the twenty delegaies who
formed the cxamauning body at the competition for the
professorship, took place in the anivensitny chapel on the
previous day.

- etm——

Isétiisb ano Foreign

GrasGow University has 2,255 students;, in 1874 the
total was 1,333.

S0 long ago as 1723, a painful scholar counted G630 com-
mentaries upon the Psalms,

Mg. Davib PaTRrICK, M. A., is to be editor of the new
edition of ** Chambers’ Encyclopicdia.”

PROFESSOR BLACKIK publishes a sonnet in the Scotsman
in which he praises Rev. Juhn M*Ncill as *a man who
knows what preaching means,”

Prixciral CAIRD preached secently at the reopening
of Kilbarchan Church which had been closed for two
months for sepairs and alterations,

Fatuer HuNigr Bia, of the monastery at Fort
Augustus, is about to publish a translatiun of Hellesheim’s
“* History of thie Catholic Church ol Scotland.'

D, orATIUS BONAR, 1n a recent letter 10 a friend,
says: My writing davs are done.  The public must be
contented witl what § have watten 1 prose and vesse,

MR, Joux Grew, M, A,, of Ldinburgh, is the first Scots.
man who has achieved the disunction of passing the ex-
aminativns for the degree ol ductor in music at Oxford.

Tux Rev. Colin Campbell, B.D., Dundee, preached at
Balmoral belore the Queen, and had the honour, along with
the mimster of Crathie, of dining with her Majesty in the
evening.

Tux Rev. W. Lytteill, M.A., of the Scots Church,
Longtown, Cumberand, has reccived three months’ leave
of absence, and has started fur Canada on a lecturing and a
preaching tour.

Jonannes Bonwug, the fuunder of the sect of Dissident
Catholics in Germany, whose reform movement excited ex-
pectations which it failed to realize, died in Vienna lately
in his seventy-fourth year,

A BUst of the late Dr. Juhn Ker was placed in the lib-
raty of the U. P. Synod Hall in Edinburgh lately, It is a
gift to the college by Mr. and Mz, Nairn, the brother-in.
law and sister of Dr. Ker.

Tur Bishop of Lincoln is strungly in favour of closing
public houses in England on Sundays. The testimony in
favour of this course [tum Scotland, Norway, Wales and
Ireland, he accepts as conclusive.

Mg. MarspsALL Lady, with the conrurzence of his Kirk
Session, has consented to take charge of the Scots Church in
Melbourne for four months, and will probably szil for Aus-
tralia about the middle of this moath,

Tue Abbey congregation, Paisley, are about to erect a
new chuich i Greenlaw Avenue, Glasgow Rozd, for which
they have raised $5,500 It is intended to work the church
in the hrst instance by the Abbey minister.

No appointment has yet been made by the Crown to the
vacant cbair of Orient.l Languages at Aberdeen, and Rev,
Gerdon J. Murray, M.A., Greyfniars Church, has been
asked to canry on the work of the class during thevacancy.

Mr. A. EustLe Evads, in a magazine discourse upon
sermons, eapresses the belief that England can never be-
cume incurally light headed su lung as these 1s the salutary
butden of two millions of sermons a year distributed over
thesurface of society.

Mz. Wacrer Tuorsurs, M.P., addressing his con
stituents at West Linton, said he lived in the hope that by
honuurable concessivns on cach side a unlon might be ef-
fecied which would make the Church 2 united and prosper-
ous Church of Scotland.

Tue Fall AMall suggests that the London City Churches
should be thrown open this winter to the poor as temporary
asylums. They ate so hitle used, even on Sunday, that it
1s rarer to micet 2 man who has been 1nside gne than a man
who has been to Australia.

Tur Rev. Alexander Gunn, of Watten, brother of Dr.
Guna, of Whitby, was ptesented at the celebration of his
jubilec on the 26th ult. with an address from Caithnass
Presbytesy, and a silver salver and cheque for 130 guineas
from his congregation and friends.

Princirat Calgxs and Mr. Walton, the latter the
occupsnt ol the Berwick pulpit, formerly adorned by the
Principal, ook part in the special evangelistic services at
Duns held under the auspices of the United Presbyterian
Presbytery  Both preachers attracted overflowing congre-
gations.

Tue documents and plans for the chapel built in Bury
Street for Di. Watts, the father of modern hymnology
lately came into the hands of Dr. Joha Sioughton, who
mentions that the total cost of the building was only $3,500.
That nr doubt looked a large sum to be expended for such a
purpose in the days of Qaeen Anne.

MR. JAMBs SMiTit, who is returning =t an advanced age
to mssion wotk in India, docs not fall in with Canon Tay-
lor's fulsome culogy of Mohammedamism. !e says the
moral code of Mohammed leads to the most lax mornal
life it 15 possible to live. There 1s scarcely 2 Hindu in
India who does not shudder at the very name of Moham.
medan rule.

A1 the thicd annual conference of the four northern UL I
Presbyteries, held recemly at Peterhead, vatuable papers
wore vead, incloding one by Mr. McFarlane, of Keith,
on the relation of the pulpit to politics.  Mr. Robson, of
Inverness, and Mr. Smith, of Edinburgh, were the depu.
tics from the Syned, and Mr. Esslemont, M.P., presided at
2 greal public mecting in the mausic hall.

Bisror RYLE in his vintation charge to the Liverpwul
clerpy saud that there Fete two datk clouds hanging over
the Charch.  The first was the lawlessness of the clerpy
men who nsisied apon ceremonals contrary to the order of
the Jaw cotnts endursed by the lushep, 2 maiter that wmaust
be deait with by parlamentary leguslation.  The sccond
was the growang tendency ol most preachers 10 be copten
with a very low standard of teaching, .
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