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WVith a goot inany people tht otîly ne%% tlling abocut
the New Y'ear a'ill bc lis late--î866 instead oft 885.
Evea that wilI not lie altogether new t firsi, for atar>'
everybot>' will write 1885 for a tiie and score it ont
andi put in 1886. Now it ts ighly dlesirable that the
New Vent shoulit bnîigi in~ 5onictihng mure tItan a
change ai figures -a change, in it, ui oniy one figure.
It wauld bc a greai tlîîng if tht Nc'î ear could inake
saine ina acw.

liere, for, exa "nle is a nieniber of the L.rank faiily.
Wliat a blessîng ir wuuld be if th 1%cw N car couit
straiglitea hlmt eut and anake lit a neca inan 1 Ilis
whole lifetîme lias bcen worst titan wasted, not bc-
cause lie is reall>' n bacl mati, but sinifly because lic
lias been acrank. iNaw, ftl.at îîian wouild begîniilî
tbis ycan andt ry toa ct on comînon-sense principles for
tht remnînner ai bis days, lie miglît yet do sonithing
in the way cf rcdeemtag tht ttime. It is daubîful,
however, if tht New Vear wtll do anlyting for Ilia.
A pronainent cit> paster is reparîcit ta have saut flint
a certain power will «"strauiglten ont an>' craak ta six
anonths." That mtaternent ma>' bc questoned as a

-matter of tact andt .s a matter of th cology. WVho ever
saw halt-a-dozcn instances of ingratncd cranks bctng
turaed intogoot, sensible in a As a malter of thea-
logy the power alluded ta sanctifies %% bat ai fatds, al
if grace fatds a nman a .rn. lie is almust certain ta
rernaina crank. StilI, If every craak vouaIt bcgtn thts
year witb a tiri resolve te be less craaky, atd if lie
would invoke tht potver.altdcd ta, lie mighit straighten
out a littîe, aînd in that case i M6 wauit reall>' bc a
Nezv '(ar ta hlm. It wouit also lien a ier Vear
ta ever>'body that lias ta came in contact with him.

Here is another aman thit mnight nake i886.-t New
Vear with grcat advantage. This gentleman as a
speclalist la the moal reforra business. lie lias a
mission ta banish tobacce, or ta ptut an tait ta tea-
dning, make people quit enting mcnt, or soinething
ai tiat kiat. Ilerhaips lie conceives tit lic ivas sent
into, tliis worlit for the special purpase of standing
stntry at tht htumant nase, andt prevcnting the owner
main putting snuff itt lus ov4n nasal argan. Perlîaps
he imagtnes thmat lie bas a commission ta put ain end
ta skating. lcrbaps hce belongs ta that clss wlio, ac-
cording ta Talmage, belicve the>' are certain to go ta
heavea if tht>' can juînp clear aI a whiskey barrel.
Naw, if a aman ai ihîs land woiuld bcgin tht year by
fanding eut that one alwmys minîiizcii lis usefuloîss
b>' n:tîag a hobby andit ncases si b>' tigbting the
tevil along the whole hile, bis5 wvoulut bc a Newv
Year ta hum and he migbî probibly bcconîc a ne-w
man Ibis year.

Here as a thîrd mani who sorcly nieits the quality of
newncss. Ht bas beca a fightcr ail lits days-pro-
bably lie was coastrucîcit on a pugalistic basis. lier-
haps lie was placet la adverse circurastances,atd
fighting bis way mate hlmt a fightcr ali round. Pos-
sily, lie began b>' epposing cverytliing fQr mere
amusement and grew inua an lshinaclit before lie
knrw. WViatcver bc the cause, lus hile bas been ont
ef strife atd, h-ving bcen ont of strife, %%-as a bat one
for hiaiscif andt evcrybody lie calît #an ctaltact with.
ifhe coulit tnrn a aew' leaf ai tht begianing afibis
year and live a peaceful life, 1886 %vnuIt ccrtinly bc a
New Y'ear for hlm.

Here is a young man who lends a butterfi>' kint ot
lue. P--rhaps it is tanfair ta thte butierfi>' to make tht
compaî'îsan ; but as tht butterfi>' won't be litre for saine
months we will tae tht risk. Sa f.ir,tibisyotingiraa
tiinks that tht main occupations ai lire arc dancing,
flirting, skating, playiag lacrosse or base bail, weanang
gond clothes, cultivaing an incipient moustache, and
jarting one's liair in the mîidtle. If that unfortunatç
yonîh would wake up ad be somebedy and do saine-
thing, this year, Y 886, would certaini>' be a Newv Vear
toblim.

There are several ailier kinds ai people that wanld
bu narie tht worse for being donc ever and mate new
at *.hc begianingof the New '(car. -Ia fact, we wouit
aîl stand saine doing ever, andt bc aIl the beýtter for it.
Thet.man who thiaks lic dts flot necit any improvc-
nient!ýneeds i maýý. About tliq wornt mna on this

fooistool art tht perfcct aiea. There Is only ont belng
on thîs earth that netits ta be changetl mort than a
perfect ma.,ii, aad that la a perfect woman.

Passing frant mea ta tlîings, arc there not sartie
things ia, say, aur chunci lité that It weuld be well ta
makc aew at the beginnlng ofa New Yeumr?

Saie coagregaitions take up thcir tllectloas for the
Sclicnics cf the Church by a plate at the door. The
plate is riglit cnngi, but there is n1most nothlng put
on it. The resuIt of that way of warking is a collection
su sinaîl that if yen dlvided the collection by the auna-
ber of ienibers ia theléongrcgation, the quotient is s0
small yeti cnnat sec it. Soinetiaies you canant sec
It bcausa it isn't there. Tliere is no power la figures
ta express how little saine ai out congrcgatioas do per
Sabbatlî for saine oftour Sclicints. Naw waulcl it nlot
be wcll if the session sliouli begia tht New Vear b>y
.1dopting iî new mncthod for taluing up collections. A
)car u god collections would certainly bc a New Vear
for saine congregatians.

litre isà atogregation in which tht service is cen.
ductcd la sucb a wny as ta repel saine fairl>' gond
peuaple and make many others fecel uncasy, thougi
the>d ilnot say ri hn>tg. As a plain niattcr cf tact,
apart front %bhat a'nybody înay tbink or sa>' about it,
the singing as perhaps ver> badl, ar the sermon is ton
long, or the ether parts ofilhc service are bad>' con.
ducted, or for saine reason or ether tht service is cen-
sidereti by a large number of tairl> gond peoplt as
sornething ta bc etîdurtîl railler than ta be enjoyed.
Saine wha are perhnps nat specially avicked remain
ana, and a gond many who caine as a matter of duty
are o-anscious that titre is something about the ser
vice that migit bc greatly improvcd. Now would it
nat bc a gondt tig for thase who are respansible for
the spiritual welfare ai that church ta hlaI an earnest
nd prayerful conàultation and try ta iniprave their
service? Why net ? Are îliey nlot bound ia duty ta
do so? A firank discussion ai tht situation might go
a lon.g way tow-rd a rcmedy.

Far bc it fromt us ta sa>' that much, if an>', attention
shoulit bc g-iven ta ttctalk of a few cranks, hobby-
horst mn, specialists, chronic grumblers, olt.time
pugilists, sourcil persans, fanît-finders and ont-ai-thte.
way people nf that *mid. Tht office-bearers who pa>'
anty attention ta (hem are net wise. But we inean
cases in which people, as gond as any othier, ihink
srne inioderate changes, wisely made, wvould bt an
tiaprevement. If the new thing acedeit is a gond
thing why nat bave it with the N4ew Year.

Is aaytbing necessaril>' bat, simply because kt is
acw? Is anytbiag necessariygoad simply bccausc h
is id ? Sm is aId. And then it should be rcema.
bcreit that mlnany tbiags thant are new teous are flot ncw
ta et er> body. %Vc have heard people vigorousl> de-
nounice certain tbings as innovations that cither Chnis-
tians quite as gond as any ai us bat beta failiar with
for a huncîrcit years. Tht right spirit in which ta pass
out ofithe Old Ycar into the New is the spirit thînt says .
Il ai aaxions ta be a new mari, dr at least a inucli
bettcr ama, ini t886, and I ama willing tu adapt an> new
methoit ai worklirg turing 1886 if there is reasoiîable
ground for btlicving that tht new is better.Y

SAIIT JOHN, Ar B.

li t.OtAIION, 1IRADIL AND ECCLF.St.STICAL
SURROUNDINGS.

St. John, tht commercial capital ai New Bruns-
wick, is advantageousîy situated on tht B3ay of Fundy',
.. id is almost surrounded by water. Its first setule-
ment by U. E. Loyalicts began about one hundred
ycars ago. Thcir înetnoryleing still highly esteemed,
the ceattaniral of thcir advcnt was celebrateit about
tira years silice.

Siace tht destructive7fire ai eigit years aga, which
aliaost laid tht eture city in ailics, rapid progrcss
lias been made in rcbuiiding. Tht oid (ramne struc-
tuyes have giveti Place ta hatadserme cut Stone and
brick residences, îvhich vie whth those oi WVestern
chties, whilst the wholcsale and 'retail warehouses be-
sgîeak bath taste anit enterpnise.

Tht stapie traite of the Province is luaiber, or, as
tht pqop!e litre sa>', 'lspruce deals are at tht back ai
everthing," for, wlicn lumber is brisk, evcrythiag is
livel>',,but when it is dui, tht bad effects are.felt ail
arount. lThent is a large mercantile trate çarried, n&
in tht cit>'; the.â&erchants are smart, live business
mren, and might~ 5 considçred ta bc in, a$aeance of

thase ln Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island.
Saint Johnians arc Justly proiîd ofitheir cltY nd Pro-
vince, and it ls retresbing ta lienr their plôncrs and
politicians tract its hlstory, development and wcaltlî.
The trade of the city, saine years tige very large, hes
been lurning Ini -.fferent channels. ln foawner thil,
ship.building was carrled on te a large extm'nt, ami
St. John was iookeil upon as the Li.verpool of Canada,
but as buckboards, ox.tcams and slow beatu have
given plare ta the brun horse, sa wooden ships lî.zve
fallen linto distite, the liner ta mnnkewav for t li bette.
and fasier iron.clad steamer.

To say that the people are contenied and happy
wauld bc snying ton much, ils therc art stili political
prablems ta bc settled *,the golden periaid of univerial
contentnient is stillinl the distance. *Tlî party in
power laud the country ta the skies, and tht opposi.
tion, or deftatcd party, say thait it is going ta tht dogs.
The latter say that tht country la atertaxed, toase-
qucntly porer, althougli tliey niaintain that there was
qmite a plcthora of cash ini circulation at the last by.
ecction, that everyane senied ta have cnaugli nnd tu
sparc. With such sceming prosperity it là ab3urd ta
talk of bad limes and scircity of money.

Pcveral important improvemnts hlei latcly I11eea
mjade, sucb as thc new Iaterculonial Ratikay Station,
the Cantilever Bridge, by wlîicli tht trains on tht
New Brunswick ar.d tht Mainle Railways can get inta
the station, and passeagers by the lialifax and Quebec
trains can pracecd on thecir jouritey without interrup
tion, thus saving the inconvenieacc cf crossing ta
Carleton by ferry Sevcral of the public buildings
are very fine, amng whicl: niglit b e ntioneul tht
customn bouise, post office and Net Brunswick Bank.

if not lerigtheffing its cords, lias been strengthiening
lis stlices. Corresponding ta the seven Churches of
Asia, including the Reformced Prcsbyterian Clhurch,
thieret art seven churches hitre, aIl now supplicd with
pastors. The extcndcd vacancy and rinancial troubles
af Calvini Churci Sen ta be lbriciged over, and a fewv
weeks aga the Rev. .3. MNacdougall, farnicrly of St.
Aiîdrew's, was inductcd pastor, with fair prospects cf
success. Mr. Macdougall is an able preacher, and
thc siaccre dcsire af everyone is that Calvin Church
înay aow take its place alongside the otller active
churches in the city.

SM. STEPI(EN'S CIIURC!I,

af which-Rev. Dr. Mlacrae is pastar, bias mîade an ime-
portant addition ta its churcli building. A briçk srbool
moain was lateîy ulVica:cd, whith cost over $,fo
0f that sumn there aaly remains a few hundred dollars
cf debî, wbich, it is expectcd, itill soon bc wipcd out.

The ailler cliurches in thc city are doing wel; Sab-
bath schools and young people's asctinteri-
perance, Christian endeavour and atller sotiettes are
flourishing, itnd although there arc no oys of ten
years ai age publishing sermons, as was stated tà be
tht case, in a rcligious periodical, of 'a minister's son ai
that age in the States, stili the Sabbatb schoels are
up ta the average standard. There are no burning
questions ai heresy, nor .iny rmnister tlîoûwiig bis
learning in trying ta prove that man is desccnded froin
a nionkcy. S.1ývbs

This church was buiît since the tire at a cost ai over
$4o,000, ai wbicb only about 512,000 rernain as a
dcbt. Tht pastor is the Rev. George Bruce, M.A., a
graduate of Kno. Coilege, and fornicrly cf St. Catba-
rines, Ontarna. Underà%Mr. Brucc's care the conigrcga-
tien continues ta prasper. It was the Communion
Sabbatb. There 'vas a large coagrcgation preserit;
*fourteen ncwv members joined. Some ai tbcsc were

ý.fromn anatlier denomination, saine front citler churches
and otliers b>' professioni of iaith. Tht services
tbrotighout ivere instructive. Tht sermon propcr liai
special reference ta the occasion, and white thcre was
no display of rlictorat. or cloquence, there was a ricli
vein ni thoughi ninning IhTough the di3cou:st. Sucb
prcaching canaint (ail tu pranîotc tht spiritual andt
intellectual i:npravcment, ai the hearers, and edif>' tht
bodyoaiChrist. A notewarthy feature in the Si. jobn
congregatians is the attention given ta tht jpsalrnody
of the Churcli. The inusic in St. David's is excellent,
and for somej.ears bias been efficieatly conducicd by
bfr. Binniag, wi:lî an accomplished lady as organist,
1 natictid that the hymp book used'was not the sarne
as that authorizcd by the .Churcb, 'but the same as in~
SI, JatneiÈ ýq*arc C1îXmrb!Toýoçt9. -ýow% ibis ,i%


