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reclericali nabers of tic Gcncrai Asseiatbly
santgla bc ciassilicil ina unbcr of ways. Ohie division
nould b>e tanse %vit preada flaelic andl thuse who
doaî't. iAnotlier aivian *oulcl bc those 'tua have
beci ilnourcdi tvatla n 1.!. and tdanse %vtha ve es-
capet!. A thsird dava-sion woutld putheliologicai arafcs-
sors on anc sicle antd mes-,?pstors-as a distinguasliced
audaority tiscd to cati thent-on the oathcr. The pas-
tors wcaulcl probably hiave a maijaraty. Mient again,
tic Ibrettiren inaglit bc diviadc aut diase wbo want
a cati ta a larger rplicef ai sclianess and tdanse who
are satisici tn reaan whecrc thcy ait and let the
sphierc look aiter thent. In fact anany diîvisions might
be matte. 9-lsstacl accur tmg tu ttheir wortk in tc As-
scmibty, thc breilîreat angli. i'e arringcd in threc dît'i.
sions-the usefu4 *le auwa;,:enf<d, and ttîc t)brructiv,.

TuEm USEuu.
'llie great maiioriîy of tbc brcîhiren are useful. If

they duu't speak îley vote, and vcaîing as the main
business. Many aiftdanse who ncver spcak listen
p)owcrftity. Efa allai is a god tistcner and <tocs nlot
Icarn aniyîliing the finilt is nlot bis. The fauit li thant
case lics cithta be mcn wiao speah-, and if they do flot
speak, in sucli a way as tu ediiy gnod listeners the
responsibility Mails tîpon theni. Somci maembhers ai As.
scmibly have laid uai a gond dical of responsibility in
tlîat way. Their surplus is larger than Mar. 'Mowat's.

Soute ai the uscful inembers ai Asscrnbly dcscrvc a
scparate classifiacationî. l>rominenit aling the înast
usefil is thc good ci)>î:>nitfc*e man. Trhe real work, of
ste Assdiutbly is always dlonc in commiiittce anti clone
there by a few inen. They wark bcfore licours and
after houirs, work bctween sedieruints, work at mical
tintec, and caltera work whcn danse %, lo find fault wiîh
their work, are in bcd or oughit ta be. Thcy lick, the
business iota shape and bring at before the Asscmbly
in an cardcrty and candenasec ferri. Ifail the wark af
an Assembly wcre donc in apen caurt the Assentbly
înight sit three îtontbs and then flot bc donc. Ail
deliberative bodies dIo the main part ai thear wark by
cammitîcs. Parliamnîas would have ta sit al] the
year round if thcy did na work by caminittecs. Caunty
caunacils do the mast of tlitir waork by committees.
Sa dla aIl detiberative bodies. Il bas becaine saine-
what fashianable in certain quarters iately la rail at
cacravaittees and say the Church is cmtc.idn
Same matters perbaps arc at timtes referred ta cont-
anittees that should not bc, but tîte fac.Lt remains tbat
witit gond comnîittec nen the business ai the
Churcbh woauld solon coine ta a c!caid-lack. One good
cammitîce mani is worth more ta the Churcli than a
thousand snarling criîics.

The brother who can niake a gaond îractical suîggcs-
tion is a useful meinher. Daiffic.ultîcs arase ai lianes
when the wisebt members dont know %%bat as best tu
bc donc. The man who tames an ai hits crisîs with
a goad practitcal suggestion as ane ai the %ery best
Land af men. lie is worth mure tu the Cburch than
a conféerince un the iliennitîm. If we wcre a!,kcd ta
inake a new beatitude il would bce " Ilcssed as tbe
inar that bas a gond suggestion."

Tbe brother wbo i-an unravel a knot an a sentence
or twe as anc ai the mast ubeful afinmers. borne-
times the business gets an a tangle. A score ai men
îry ta, straightcn it out. Eaçch î.îan generatiy makes
it woarsc. Every meniber wbo raises lais index finger,
looks traublcd, and shouts, " Mr. Mloderator,' adds ta
the confusion. There as ane man an every Assembly
who cain put any malter ai oarder rmgbt in a sentence.
His naine is Dr. Reid.

The brother wbo can make a frst.class speech at the
1popular evening meetingsus a useful member. fliccity
peuple corne out ta these meetings ti large numblers.
Tbcy expcl a treat. Soînetaies tbey get it and santie-
limes tbcy don't. The people suppose that the bcst
speakers in the Clturch arc ira the Assembly. No
doubt the Assembly thinks so ton. Sucb being the
cas, it is a great pity that a meeting on Home or
Foreign ,%issicns under the auspices of the General
Asscmbly should be anytbing lcss than a splendid
demonstratian. Sometianesit is agood dca! essand
the people go home wondering if that is ail the best
men in the Churcli cati do. The brother who cati lift
.1 meetinjg like that out afi ts duln.ess anRd ,send ýb

people home proud of their Chtîrch is a tisefut ruema
ber. The bMatie for th. faltures that sanietimeà take
place rea9ts ntainly anitheb members wlta arrange for
the tnecling-they select speakers wlio cannaI speak
for reasons wbich no doubt arc satisfactary ta thcm-
selves.

Tite ieniber who catt miake bais motion, or prescrnt
lais report, or support bis caverturc, or spenk on any
attatter, in sucla a ananner as ta plaît the Asscanbly in
real gond humour is a tisefult aiteatber. Aiiclst nich
tiat is aluai, a gareat dca! tbat is tediaus, flot a littie
titat is irritatbing, anid a little tiat is positively stuapid,
solnec pleasantry is a grent relief. A gond bcarty laugh
dlaes flot hurt even a Doctora of)ivinity. Even a cal-
lege Principal nîight, occasionally relax ci little without
utteriy ruining bis institution.

TuEL ORNAMIiYTAI. SIEMIERS.
These brethren.arc few an number. The orncmn-

tai anaber as generaily a nace yaung nman wlto bans
laiely fanashed lias college course and bas a seat tin the
Asseinibly for the first uaie. H-e asatways wctt-dressced.
He bas no taiste for claîrch buziness and docs naîbang
but vote. If the Assemibly as convenied an the caty an
wbich the ornaiental mcmnber attendecl coltege, bc
spcnds moist ai tbc afternocans an te gailery :alking
witb the taches. IHe used ta visit tiiese ladies in lais
student days, and somie ai tbe eider onres nîayyct t'isit
bais inanse in the capacity ai niotbcrin-law. Sucb
tbings htave liappened.

Every Asscnîbly bas tbree or four brides. Tîte
IlAsscanbly briie» is as tnuch a icature of thc As-
scmbly nas the Moderator. In tact sbc is tasuaaiy a
ntuch marc attractive teature. A rowi oi Asseatîbiy
brides in a front sent ira thte galtery is a clcligbttil spec-
tacie ta gaze uapern. It is a finer sigbî than a wliolc
callegeo aiModeraitors. 'rite gentlemien wlîot tkecare
of these bridies are ail, for tlac tiane being, ortainental
nteaatbers. Oi course tiiey cannat gel down ta busi-
ness, espcciaiiy sucb repilsive businiess as discussing
the etaus of that excellent lady te dcccased wifc's
sister.

Orniamentai a -mbers are generaiiy vcry excellent
young aten. An accasional clericai dudle nîay be found
aattong thtcm, but the garent anajority are carnest , liard-
working young ministers in tlacir own spiieres Tiaey
have flot become accustomect ta Assenibiy work yet,
and as there are so inany in the Asseîtbly wlhp want
a bearing, tbey modcstly wait their bainai. Tbcy are
riglit. Ecciesiastical legislation is a vcry smnati part
ai a Gospel atinistcr's wark. Wbcn a ntinister takes
marc deiight ii practising in Cburcb courts thian in
inakinug and preachnip-, sernions be is in a bail way.

TItE OiISTRUCl'IVE MEMiERS.

These brethren are not as fcw in nuaîtber as oaac
caîald wish. Trwo or tlirc ai thent are a gareat maany.
Tlacy have narvetiouais powers. Their anetltods are
tarious, but the t'aricty is not pleasing. One :suclcteaaly
stops the ecciesiasticil nmachine by IIrising ta a poiunt
ai order." Quite afieit luc isn't any point ai order,
but lac ribcs and the tit snsbdaI i saane. The

rsîis pro% oking kind ofiobstructianist is thc anan tuba
spendb mtore liane arguing about the best uuay tu da
something than watald be nei.csbary ta dua 'i tera tilmes
over. The brother wbo puis a long introdutiin tu
bis speeches and winds cap with ilnast pravoking pro-
lixity is not a very useful anember ai Asscînbly, lic
is not oratainental cither. lie is almost as bad as bais
rceigbbour wbo, riscs with bei.ot.ting dignit> ;and apens
by der-laring bc bas nolhing ta say, and tbc-n bpends
haif-an-baur in proving tbe truth ai bis apening state-
ment. He migbt know that the AsscntbIy would most
wiltingly take bais bare word on that point. The mcm-
ber wbo speaks an cvery question is an obslructionist.
No anc mari can have a special }'nawledge ai evcry
question. The member wbo speaits long is ar obstruc-
îianist. The man wbo carnot give bis views on any
littie matter in ten minutes sbould concludc be tiever
was constructed for doing business in delibcerative
bodies. The tcclesiasutical pcttiiogger who looks uapona
a Cburch court as a place ta practise in witbout caous,
who is alWays nibbling points ai procedure, who bries
tu apply aIl the ruies ai proccduire in civil courts ta
ecclesiastical processes, and who enjays a Church
court just in proportion as it resembles anc of Ca!sar's
courts, is the worsî kind of an obstructionist, and gen.
craily the most useless kind ai minister. Happily tbc
number ai sncb is small. One is anc boa ntany.

TRusI nlot se niucb ta the comfortý of Ço4 as ta
Qie God of carnfarts,

A MfONvT IN ITA i.
IIECIIIES) l'ROGREýSS IN CIVIL. ANI) ItELIGIOUS

AYFAI IS.

For a change wc speait tlae attntia ai lebriary in
wiiat is îasîally calithe Il £ sunny SouUi," but whicla
ibis yenr nerits radier he aincat ai ime Il snowy Southa.
It bas bea ne af te severest winbers iat ltaiy for
îaîany years. Snow li as falien in piratigiaus 9 quanti lies
scibai bfte Allas, prodciiig great stifrering, dlestibtutiona
and atîany deatias. %Vttole lainîcts hiave baern avet.
whuacntecl by av.tlaaîchIies, catile, and in nany cases tbc
inîtabitants, being buricct in the nains. My frienti, l'as-
lor Bannect, ai Aîgragna, anc ai te itast beauttifi of
the vaudois tallcys, writes liant ile torrent ai Angrogria

's0s licaped i ttii snowv that its bcd is fia langer
vislible. At l'ra ciel Tor lie savv bix <tend bodies laid
in ri ratu, fater, ateolier anti four claildrcri, who land
becua iteatil-.rs of lus Churca, tiîcir bonuse and sanie
aile rs ha vin g been bureci by an avalanche. Ha adds
that dare disasters are bringing ouI tbe best qualities.
ai tbc pecople, V'aucIo:s anti Catiîahics working elde by
sicle in rescuing cattic anti prapcrty, ail showing self.
sacrifice, uniont andi go wii!. In tItis tinte ai triai,
ton, mincis are openecd ta the trutb, bearts arc softenctd,
eyes are-fale icth tears, antd prayers escape front the
lipis afianany who are atot in bte habit ai thinking of
sacreci tlaings.

[n Laaîtbardy, which we visitecl, wc wcrc to!t dit
the Gospel <toces îlot aiake rapici pragress, bte gareat
tnajeriîy ai lte peuple lieing kept on the verge of stat -
vatian by

î.uxxrioN ANI) 1100R WACIS,
a rrnark which is applicable ta niany oather por.
lions ai lbaly. The modce ai distribîating praperty as
cxceetlin ëly bill wiaicli is ane factor in catasing ntch
wreîclaeciatss. li a ianiiesta, replying ta a reccaît
iiiiiîisîerial circulai~ ta tue penasns ai Lontbardy, in-
tendecl ta ccr theiit iront caatigratiatg, t!tc fiallowiaîg
passage occurs wlîicli viviciiy Ictscril)cs lte situation:
"'Wlhît (Ia youî nean, sir, b' bte nation? A crowd ai
unutappy people? N'es. 'ien :vw' arc inclced the
nation1 L.ocal aI aur pale and inaciateti countenan-
ces ; cair bodies exhausteti by excessive labour and in-
suflicient foodi. Wc saw -and rcapl wbcat andi we
never gel white breati. WVe cîaltivatc thc vine, andi we
drink no winc. Wc rear cattle, anti we lent fia mnît.
We are clressed in rags, and wc inhabit infected
hales; suffering front colti in the wintcr and fron
hunger in the suataîer. Our sole naurishînent in the
land ai lbaly is a uittle maize, ntalle dearer by taxes.
Il follows tat in parc!tecl districts wc are devoureti
by violent fct'cr, andl in atiist regians by naanrsh fever.
The cend is preiture cleath in tlie lanspital or in cair
attiserahie lits. Anic in spîte naItl tItis yau ativise us
sir, tint tacx\p.triabe oirsctvcs. litI lie andtirawiaich
wc canatat fincl a liveliiaocl b>' tabour-is dit a
cauntry ? I' was sui prisrcd ta find tat

lItE %NlïtTil FMIGRfATION

front ltaly naiants ta about iooooo sauts, 2aoow )f
wbnm go ta '::uli America. The peasants in Euro
pean coantries, as a mile, neyer thîink ai leaving thiacî
boules unti' tiuey are contpeied by star". tien. St*%11,
notwiî!îstanding titis, sa far as 1 couiti learn, Itaiy in
maty resperts isittaking great progress%. Ils adminis
tralive unifiation taas been accoinplisbied at a rapiti
rate. 'rbere is ait iiicrcase in t!ac population. Its coin-
merdiai activity is manifesteti by the irise in amocunt
boîb uf 'mports and exparts. Its raiiways arc yeatrly
cxtending. The post-offices and tclegraph lir.es arc
canstantly grawing un nuntber, and tbe public works
now in process of execution, botb by lthe stale anti by
muînicipalitics, are mare in nuntbcr anti gi-caler in
magnitude than for a long perioti. Turning ta an-
oIller sub)jert, I fida titat the past year bas been an
important anc in tlie work of

IAK.IAN ItVA.<UEI.IZATION.

'I ic ioilowing are tIme stalastics ai lte principal Italiait
Evangelical cliurchies: 'fli NVatldeaitan Ciaurch an lte
Valîcys bas 38 agents, i 3,267 communicants, 3,466
babb:.th scbool sciiotars, is contributions anîauaîtîng
t0 62,32 4 lire or francs. The WValtinsian Massiona
bas i iS agents, 3,616 communicants, 2,o44 Sabbath
schooal scholars, contributions, 51,462 lire; Fret Itatma
Churcb 33 agents, i,68o commnunicants. 731 Sabbath
scbaol sebolars, contributions, 17,oS9 lire ; Weslcyan
Metbodist, 53 agents-, 1,340 communicants, 632 Sab-
bath school scbolars; Episcapal Methodisîs, ý6agcnts,
878 communicants, .384 Sabbath school schui m&r ; Axai-
enican llartists, 12 -agents, 240 coMin wicfcnts, cOni,

11%llîlt 17%li, tg%$.


