
FIRBRUAN.Y 7th, 1883,1 THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

new pastor of St. David's has the cordial well wishes
for his success of many friends in the west.

THE annual meeting of St. Aadrew's congregation,
Perth, was held on Thursday, tht i ith inst. Tht aI-
tendance was good. Tht reports submitted by the
Board of Managers and by tht Session show the con-
gregation to be in,.a healthy, vigorous state. Tht
figures given are very encouraging, and indicate, so
far as figurek can do that, the interest and aclivity of
tht people in religions îhings. Tht revenue for strictly
congregational purposes in 1882 was $1,802.87. Tht
expenditure for strictly congregational purposes for
the saine period was $1,657 54. This leaves a bal-
ance on hand Of $5726, after $87,97 for arrears of
188 1 are paid. In addition 10 th is there was expended
on repairs and furnaces during the year the suni of
$758. This dots not belong 10 tht ordinary expendi-
ture, and is met by special subscription. No part of
tht new manse expense is inclnded in tht above. Tht
Session reports $920 37 as given 10 the Mission, Edu-
cation, and Benevolent schemes of the Church for
1882. This nkes a total Of $2 723 26, not including
$758.0o, tht cost of repairs. Sabbath service, Sab.
bath school, and prayer meeting have been well at-
tended during tht year. Tht envelope systeni of
veekly offering has been found fairly successfui. Ih
was introduced as an experiment, and has given sat-
isfaction enongh 10 warrant ils retention for tht
future, as on tht whole thet best systern for the con.
gregation. Tht Sabbath school has a roll of 148;
an average Of 94 ; teachers, 19 ; vols. in library, 500;
contribuîed to its own equipment and mission schemes
of tht Church about $8o oo. Tht roll of the congre.
galion comprises 285 names. Tht additions during
tht ytar were 46. Tht baptisms, 14. D eaths, 6.

THE annual meeting of tht congregation of St. An-
drtw's Church, Toronto, was held in the lecture room,
on the 31s1 uit. The pastor of the churcb, Rev. D.
J. Macdonnel, occupied tht chair, and Mr. Mitchell
acttd as secretary. Froni tht managers' report, il is
learned that tht debt now on tht church property is as
follows : Loan froni Standard Life Insurance Com-
pany, $4,00o; fi-atirg debý, $2 500; total $42,500.
Tht report also states that a favourable offer had been
mnade for tht property at tht Humber, owned by the
congregation ; tht tesult of ils acceptance would be
tht reduction of tht interest account by $1,26o annu-
ally, and, when tht purchase money was paid up, tht
loa.n froni tht Standard Life Insurance Conipany
Would be reduced 10 $i9,ooo. Tht treasurer's state-
mfent showed that tht receipts for tht year, including a
balance of $68864 (rom 1881, aniounted to $13,362.55,
a.nd tht expendilure 10 $12,625.75, leaving a balance
in hand Of $736.8o, It was moved by Mr. James
MacLennan, seconded by Dr. Geikie. and unani-
fliously carried, 'lThat tht recomniendation made by
tht board of managers to erect a fitting memnorial.
within tht church to Mr. James Michie receive tht
htarty approval of this meeting, and the board of
Managers, with Rev. D. J. M acdonnell and tht mover,
are hereby appointed to0 carry tht sanie mbo effecî, ail
expenses conntcted therewith to be paid out of the
revenues of tht corporation." Tht annual reports of
Sunday schools in connection with tht church were
read, as follows :-St. Andrew's by Mr. H. Cassels ;
St. Mark's, by Mr. Joss; and Darset Sunday and
nighî schools, b>y Mr. Strachan. Rtports of the Wo-
rnen's Association, tht Young Men's Association, and
'Young Peoplt's Association, were read. Tht chair-
rman said that, according te tht report of tht ses-
sion, the congregation coniprised 281 families, and 141
single persons flot connecîed wiîh (amuiies ; tht num-
ber on the communion roll was 6o8, fifty-four of whom
werc added during the year, îwenty-seven had been
removed on certificate, and thirteen by dtath. Tht
atnount contributed for missions during the year was
about $z,400, irrespective of subscriptions paid. to
Que.n's College Endownienî Fund, North-West
Building Fund, Knox Colege Endowmnent Fund, and

a cordial welconie was given to Mr. Ross, and the
ladies of the congregation presented him with a very
handsome silk pulpit-gown. The clerk reported receipt
of a cali fromt the congregation of Exeter, in the Pres-
bytery of Huron, addressed to the Rev. W. M. Mar-
tin, and the Rev. D. M. Beattie was appointed to cite
the congregation of Norwich and Windham to appear
for their interests at next meeting, in reference to said
call. In the evening a very largely attended social
meeting of welcome to Mr. Ross was held in the tôwn
hall, when addresses were delivered by the Rev.
Messrs. McKay, Inglis, Munro, and the resident min-
isters of the town.-W. T. MOMULLEN, Presbytery
Clerk.

PREsBVTERY 0F WHITBY.-This Presbytery met
ini St. Andrew's Church, Whitby, January i5th. There
was a large attendance of memberà. Mr. John Abra-
ham was appointed Moderator for the year. The
Session Records of Newcastle, St. Andrew's, Darling.
ton, Columbus, Whitby, and Orono, were examined
and attested as carefully and correctly kept. The re-
maining records were ordered to be produced at the
next @meeting. Ternis of union of Dunbarton and
Highland Creek were considered ; the Presbytery ex-
pressed its cordial approval of the union, but at the
sanie tume expressed its desire that the pastoral charge
be under the superintendence of this Presbytery ; the
matter has been referred to the Synod by the Presby-
tery of Toronto as the proper court to setule such
cases. Tht difficulties existing in St. Andrew's, Dar-
lington, occupied a good portion of the day. The final
settlement was deferred to the adjourned meeting on
the 6,h February. Reports of missionary meetings
were given in by a numnber of the congregations ; the
others were requested to report at the next quarterly
meeting. A comniittee, consisting of Messrs. Little,
Drummond, Leslie, Eastman, and Blakely, was ap-
pointed to examine the remits from General Assembly,
viz. : (i) On the method of appointing standing corn-
mittets, and (2) onl Board of Examination, and prepare
a fiading and report at the meeting in April next. It
was agreed that the returns on the State of Religion
be sent to Mr. Roger not later than the Ist of April;
those on Sabbath Schools to Mr. Little by the loth of
February, and those on Statistics to Mr. Drurnrnond,
immediately afrer the close of the ecclesiastical year.
The second annual report of the Women's Foreign
Missionary Society of tht Presbytery of Whitby was
read, and tht Presbytery expressed their gratification
at the encouraging nature of the report, and earnestly
wished them Gad-speed in their labour of love on be-
haif of their sisters in heathen lands. The Presbytery
adjourned to meet in St. Andrew's, Bowmanville, on
6th Feb., at i i o'clock a.m.-A. A. DRUMMOND, Pers-
bytery Clerk.

$ ABBATH $0HOOL tEACHER.
INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

LESSON VI.

Feb. z8,,883- CHRISTIA N GOUlRAGE. {Acts iv.18-3 1.

GOJPDEN ¶'EXT.-" If God be for us, who can be
against us."-Rom. 8: 31.

CONNILCTION.-After Petcr's defence, tht council, having
consulted among themse]ves, recalled Peter and John ; and,
afraid 10 punish them for doing a good deed, sought 10 sil-
ence themn by threats.

NOTES,-Herod: there wtre six (really seven) Htrods
named ia Scripture: (i) Herod tht Great, who built tht
temple and killed the bahes of Bethlehem. (2) Herod
Antipas, son of Herod the Great and tetrarch of Galilce and
Peraea; Jesus was sent 10 him by Pilate, and il is this
Herod who is referred 10 in this lesson, or il may refer 10
Herod tht Great and this son also. (3) Herod Archelaus
(see Malt. 2 : 22). (4) Hcrod Philip, a privat person
<Mark 6 1 7), (5) l-erod Philip, tetrarch of Gaulonitis
(Luke 3: u)- (6) Hlerod Agrippa I., king A. D-3744,who
beheaded James and songhî to kilI Peter (Acts 12 : 1). (7)
Herod Agrippa IL., king A.D. 50.500, before whom Paul
was brought (Acts 26: 28). Pilat, the sixth Roman pro-
curator of Judoea. (Sec lesson 5).

1. CHRISTIAN COURAGE SHOWN.-Ver. '8.-Not 10
speak at al: tht council gave no teason for this cous.
mand snd a command fonnded on prejudice or wrong, is flot
10 be obeyed.

Ver. i.-W'hether it be right, Ibis must decide
tht case. Christ charged thern 10 preach His name. The
council forbade theus. They decided for God and left the
council 10 j udge whcther they were not right.

Ver. 20.-Cannot but spoak * il is sometimes as sn.
fnl 10 hold ont peace, as at other limes il is 10 speak. Their
Master had corpneded thern tb îcstify for Him.

Ver. 2 i.-Threatened them: the people we;e excited

and watching; and not finding a good excuse to punish the
apostles, they hoped by threats to drive thern away, or se.
cure their silence. A believer, among ungodly neighbours,
is often a great trouble to them. They would do almost
anything to get rid of him. Ail men glorifled Cod.
This one example of the power of Christ, brought great
glory to God. So now, our conversion is sure to be a
blessing to more.

Ver. 22. -Above f orty years old:. his crippled statt
was therefore not only well known, but in aIl men's eyes
perfectly incurable by human means.

II. CHRISTIAN COURAGE SUSTIND.-Ver. 23.-
Went .. . . anld reported - it shows they expected to
be received with favour, and not blamed for their boldncss
and non compliance. The only sale rule is to do what is
rigbt in God's sight, and then ail God's children will sym-
pathize with us.

Ver. 24 -Lif ted up their voice to God: no doubt
they had been in prayer before. See Acts 12 5 12, hast
mnade heaven and earth. It is flot only right to

magnify God's power and wisdorn, but doing so excites love
and faith in our hearts.

Ver. 25.-Thy servant David: the Psalms were no
doubt as greatly valued by the early Christians as by u5:
God knew and foretold Christ's rejection. Too often, men
and things arc judged by their prosperity and apparent suc.
cessq.

Ver. 26.-KiflgS.. . rulers . , against the Lord
perhaps Ibis was the first time these prophecies were per-
fectly understood. They are always given, mainly to
.trengt/eujaith when they corne to ptass. Sec John 14 : 29.

Ver. 27.-HOly child Jesus : (Revised, " Holy
servant jesus)." It is nut Jesus, as a very young person,
here referred to, but in bis relation to God. A child serves
and obeys his father ; and Jesus " took upon hirn the form
of a servant," Phil. 2 : 7. Againat this innocent-one, the
authorities of tht nation had combined.

Ver. 2.-Determined before to be done: God
has determined thatlIshtilidie. Ht has tht righ so to do,
for lie is my Creator. Bot if my fellow man determines on
my death, that man is a murderer 1 lie violates my right,
and he violates God's law. God had deteri-ined to pour
out Christ's soul unto death, as an offering for sin. Tht
wicked rulers determined to put Hlim to death, on the cross.
Their action was wicked ; and none the less wicked, that God
knew it ail beforehand. Their action was cruel, wicked, and
unnecessary. Thev are distinctiy said in ver. 26, to be " againsi
the Lord, and againsi his Christ," and therefore, could
not in that very action, be doing God's holy will.
And yet God wrought in their rage and1 wickedne.rs, to the
accomplishment of His loving design of giving lus Son for
the sins of tht world. Rotherharn's translation of the
Greek text of Tregelles, is ",Foi they were gathered to.
gether, of a truth, in this city, agaiast lhy holy Servant Jesus,
whom thou didst anoint-both Herod and Pontius Pilate,
with Gentiles and peoples of Israel-to do as many thingr
as thy band and thy counisel, marked out beforehand to
corne to pass. And, as 10 tht present things, Lord 1 look
upon their thregtenings, and give to thy servants, with al
freedomn of utterance to be speaking thy word, by thy
stretcsing forth the hand for healing, and bringiog to pass
both sigus and wouders through the narne of thy holy ser.
vant Jesus." Tht occasion of the prayer seemed 10 be this
-God had defeated the rage of the ruiers against Jesus, by
making il ail work into His divine purpose, and now they
prayed H-e would do the same wilh tht present outbreak, of
rage.

III. CHRISTIAN COURAGE INcREASED.-Ver. 29.-
Grant unto Thy servants: they prayed flot against
any more arrests and threatenings; but that they might be
boid and faith(ui-and that God wouid do more and more
mighty works. A good example for us. Onr prayers
should not be for mere safety ; but to be useful and holy,
and wise and courageous. There is more real safety in try.
ing 10 do God's will, than in seeking for safety, directly as
an object.

Ver. 30-Stretching forth Thine hand:. they
prayed for more healings-niore mighty works ; that men
and women might be convinced of the God-head and good.
ness ofJesus. Child. Tht word here and in ver. z7, is
literally Ilchild ;" but better rendered " Servant," as in tht
revised; There is another word for " Son."

Ver. 3 x.-The place was shaken: in token of ac-
ceptance of their prayer; ffiled with the Holy Ghost.
O, 10 be so filled with the Spirit, that il will be far sweeter
than any wiil of our OWD, 10 do lis will. Then shah wc
Ilspeak with boldness ;" then shahl others hear, and then
shah Cbhrist's name be made glorious on the earth.

PRACTICAL'TEACHINGS.
i. Tht truc disciple wiIl obey God, even if man opposes.
2. God will be Yesponsible for his own foliowers.
3. Christian sympathy is tht human sympathy, a truc

Christian seeks.
4. In trouble and lhreatening let us go to God.
ILLUSTRAT 0N.- Courage. We (car men s0 much be-

cause we (car God s0 littie. (Gurnaa1). Tht king of France
offered Prince de Condé a choice of threc îhings: <i) 10 go


