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LESSON XIV.

APril 7, }. yoSZAH'S EARLY PIE-TY. {2 Chron. xxxiv.
1-8.

GOLDEN TEXT:- "Remesnher now thy Creator in
the days of thy youth, while the evil days corne not,
nor the years draw nigh, when thou shaît say, I bave
no pleasure-in thernY-Eccl. xii. 1.

HOME STUDIES.

M. Ecci. xii. 1-14 ... Golden Text anîd connectiofi.
T. Prov. viii. 12-21 ... . Esrly seeking rewarded.
NV. 2'Chron. 'x<xiv. 1-8. .Josiah's early piety.
Th. 2 Chron. xxxiv. 9-13. The temple repaired.
F. Ps. cxxii..1-9. .. Joy in God's house.
S. 2 Kings xxiii. 13 -2o.The altar at Bethel broken.
S. Ps. xxvii. 1-14,..The bouse of the Lord sougbt.

.HELPS TO STUDY.

Manasseb died abogt 643 B. C., and was succeeded on the
throne hy bis son Amron, who was probably called by the
idolatrous Manasseh after the Egyptian god 6f tbat maame.
Amon was twenty years old whien ho became the fourteenth
king of the separate.« kingdom of Judab. His reign lasted
only two years, froin 643 to 641 B. C. H1e ias a bad man,
pursuing the sanie idolatrous and other evil courses whicb
his fther bad pursued in the earlier and larger part of bis
reig.. At the end of two years; some of bis servants con-
spired against bum, and murdered bum; but they were not
allowed-to derive aily benefit froni the crime. The people
rose in indignation against the conspirators, and put theni to
deatb, and rerognized Josiah, the son of Amson, at that
tume only eight years old, as- their king.'

I. EARLY PIETY: Veieses 1-3.
Josiah shares witb I-ezekiah the praise of walking per-

fectly in the ways of Dlavid bis father. His reign marks
the last dyi.ng glory of the eartbly kingdom of David. It
may indeed seeni mysterious that a doom, 50 often postponed
by the repentance and faith of eariier kings, sbould have
followed so close upon the reign of the best and mpst zeal-
ous of thoni ail, and that he himself should have fallen by a
premature and violent death. flo we mustlook beyond the

personal character of the king to the state of the people and
their rulers. We have seen that the great reforni of Heze-
kiah %wai probably superficial; the apostscy under Manas-
se.and Amuon was the last and lowest stage in the long
course of national degeneracy. The very violence of Josiah s
reformatiY1i indicates the abseince of truc and spontaneotta
symnpathy among the people. In short, they were psst

purifying except by the fiercest fires of affliction. Yet the

popular election which placed Josiah on the tbrone, of itself
marks some strong change of public feeling. There was
aiso a circle of remarkable persons in or vruund the palace
and temple, wbo, possibiy driven -togather by the recent
persecutions,. had. formed a compapt band, wbich remnained
unbrokerf tili- the faîl of the monaxiShiy itsel C

Idolatty wass mplut in the l-atid,. The boy king may
have kept aloof froni it but the narrative does not ssy so.

In any case; it was in 'bis sixteenth year that bie began to

seck after the 00od of David bis father,, and in bis

twentieth year that ho began bis reformgtion.
Josiah is, therefote, the type of those who , jùst as they are

passing out of cbildhood into youth, take the decîsive step,
and yield up thoir hoarts wholly to the Lord, ,1He sought
the Lord, we are iold, while-hý was yet young.

IlRemember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth."

Wbat an uttesiy paltry and ungrateful thing it is to tl4ink of

givink Godoènly the dregs of life.
Suppose a poor iisangLthering the fruit off a tree in bis

little gaîden.' He*careful separates the best, and keeps

thern for liimiself; tbe haif-ripe and the decayed ho puts into

a basket, and sends theni as a prosent to bis employer, orto

some bonieflictor. \Vhat would you think of that man?
In one of our Lord's parables wé read of soîne fishermen

wbo found their net filled with fisb of every kind. They
Ilgatbered the good into vessols, and cast the bad awsy.'

Suppose they had a tribute to psy to -the tuiler of their

country, and had sent the bad fisb in payment. What
wouîa you tbink of thorns? r o(a)sxyrsent

HIere is a boy who looks forwar o(a)sxyo eet
years of life. Hle is 110w full of bealtb, strength, capacity

for enjoyment. Hie soos the old mon about bum feeble, in-

finm, taking littie pleasure in wbat pleases bim. He thinks,
IlWhat a. conifort religion must be wheni yoo are old, and

going to die! I wiîî enjoy mysoîf, get On in the world, and

thon, in my old age, repent and die hapspy." 0f course one

night reply, "1You know not bow ma.fy years you can count

upon ;" but, putting this aside, and assumning ho ýreally will

live to be an oid man, what do you tbink of bis offeing lus

worst to bis heavenly Benefactor and King?
ft wss not so wth king Josiah. If it bad been-if ho had

waîted for old age before scr ing God-he nover would bave

served bum at ahl, for ho did not live to see bis fortieth birth-

day. But, thoogh cut off in the flower of bis age, ho bas

left behind hirnss naine typical of ail that is lovely and of

good'report, and wbich affords a signal proof of the trutb of

God's pr-oilise, 4"I love theni that love me, and those that

soek nie early shahl find nme." Aind Josiab decided thus

early for God in the face of tbe most terrible disadvsntsges
and opposition. a oecm a rdiyp-

The idolatry Josiabhadt vecm'_nb ediypc
tured out froni verses 4-7, conipared with the fulier account

in 2 Kings xxiii. 4-20. And how utterly debased the people
had bco:n, flt ony inriion bot in dssly life, we iearn

from i te proplsecy of Zopbaniah! n h ale hpeso
Jermixh; fr nsanc, ep. ii.i,5; Jer. V. 25-31- It

He declined neither to the right hand nor to the left.
" Make straight pstbs for your feet," Says the apostle.
(leb. xii. 13-) " Make thy wsy .traigiit before my face,',
prays David. (Ps. v. 8.) How can we insure a strsight
walk? Every boy knows how ta do it in literaI walklng.
If he watcbes bis feet neyer so carefully be will make a
crooked path, and on snow, or sand, or mud, bis footsteps
xiii show it only too plainly. No, hie must fix bis eyes on

the point hie is aimning at, and then hoe wl go, straight. So
ithe spiritual life. I"Let tbine eyes look iigbt On, and let

thine eyelids look straight before thee." (Prov. ivr. 25.,)

" Let us run the race set before us, looking onto .7esus."
(l-eb. xii. 1, 2.)

Il. EARNEST REFoRM : Verses 4-B.
At the age of sixteen, when the pious king had attained

bis majority, be hegan to p urge Judah and Jerusalem
of idolstry. A mighty task, wben we consider (i.) The se-
cuniulations of more tban four bundred years of îdolatry,
secret and open. (2.) The depraved condition of the peo-
pie, who bad no hearty desire for godiiness; and (3.) Thse
undercurrent of opposition, fromn the nobility, who' wcre
wedded to worldliness and idols. Yet this young as yen-
tured to enter upop the work -of reformn. _"IYoi4 have the,
world against'you, ' said a scoffer to Atbanasius the reforiii-

er. " No, it is Atbanasius against the world ?" was the
response.,,

His re/orm was thorough. 1t was donc under bis own
personal direction. He travellcd througbosst bis kingdom,
giving to the destrudion of tise idols b is own. supervision ;
partly from the çnergy of bis character, partly bécause he
could not fully trust bis officers, wbo were jteç with the,
prevailing evils. H1e made dust of the images, burning
the wooden ones to ashes and grinding those of metal and
stone to powder. Ex. xxxii. 2o. The idols were stili more
cisbonoured by strewing, their dust up on the graves of the
idolaters. And to des-!crate the altars, he burnit uponi
tbema the bonies of the idolatrous pricats, wbo were
probabiy first seized and put to death, 2 Kings XXiii. 20.

Then fell in rapid succession the bouses of thoke who minis-
tered to the iicentious rites close by the temple, and the
sanctuaries that stood just outside the gates of Jerusalem.
The wooden ebariots congeorAted, to the Èun, the hrïéiý
sitars planted by Abaz anid Manassel4 ip different parts of,
the temple, disappeared. Everywbcre, as by a 'kind oU
exorcism, hie desecratcd the santtuarles of the high places,.
especially those in the valley of Hinnom and onx Motsný 0li-
vet, by hesping upon themn the bones of thc dea,à. Êveù
beýroqd the limits of Jud;h bis zeai extended to the chies of
Manasseb, Epbhraim, and Simeon, and to the old Israelite,
sanctuaries of 3etbdl and Samaria. ib-ither be came asthe'
long expected deliverer, foýretold by Iddo the seer. A ter-
rible vengeance foliowed on those who bad ministered at
these sbrines. Those that lie stili found alive wére executed
upon tbeiiî own altars. 0f those wbo wertéd0ad, the bones
were dug up (with the one exception of the prophet 'of
Bethel, whose memory was still preserved on the spot1 ) ahid
tbrown upon the sites of the altars wbicb tbey, had.,once
served. (Note i.)

J osiab made no compromise witb sin. By bis vigorous
-measures. thé realm *as brought into. outwvard conformity.
But i i their bearts the people were still idolatrous, and too
degenerate to be p ermanently reformed.. -They needesl the
sharp discipline of the captivity.

HIs rejorws wva:s 4néer.-1t:is very.,eas -ooppose otber
people's religion and, yet care notbing for true. religion our-
selves. J'osîah not olsly euit d&wn false worsbp-he set up
tbe true worshsp. Money was èollectel-workmen sent te
repair and beautify the. temple. Priests and Levites al ar-
ranged pstperly. Singers in their white robes-mnusicians
with their instrum ents. The worsbip of God once -more set
up in jerusalem. And in. this. work be bad some. poble
belpers. (Note 2.)

Be, like Josiah, earnest in doiktg good. Every good sui-
vant work.r well. Êvery good soldierXg',4ls WeIl. Sec whaàt
advice St. Paul once gave to a youngsoidier (e ii 3)
Be earnest.-brave for God., Don'tbe asharmed al ,oing
rigbt. Some boys very brave in many tbings-very angry
at being called " cowards. " Yet net alwàys brave enough
to do wbat is right ! This not mttcb like Josiah. Hard
sometimes to bear sneers and laugbter. But wbat is that to
dispieasing God ! Bear'it ail bravely. Be like Josiàh4'-
earnest, active, brave, good.

EXPLANATORY NOTES..

The nortbern kingdom bhad been destroyed about a hun-
dred years before this by the Assyrians, and most of tbe peo-
pie had been carried into captivity ; a scattered population,
however, stîli remained, wbicb was increased by colonies of
foreigners transported froni the east by the Assyrian mon-
arch (2 Kings xvii. 24). From the time of the fail of Sa-
maria, 721 B.C., tbe country had been subjeet te the king
of Assyria ; but the Assyrian power wss now, very much
weakened, and was near its fail,. wbich took place a few
years afterward, in 6o6 B.C. Josiah, tberefore,'ventured
to assume j urisd ict ion over the wbole t0f what had once been
the land of Isrsel. Probably hoe entertained the design of
restoring the political as well as the religious unity of the

people. Thse abolisbment of idolatry in Ephraim involved
the pollution and destruction of the sitar and, temple of the
golden caîf at Bethel, wbich had been the royal -chapel of

the kings of Israel (Amos vii. 13) ; and this was a remark-
abe ulilenf a inulr prophecy. Cmpare 2i' Kingrs

349

the ruins of the cities : Ilso did he in the cities of
Manasseb, etc,, in the ruins round about;-' or, in the ruin-

words for "grave-stone9" "pyramid," and gives it the
meaning, "lmausoleuni," Ilpyramid." The word is so used
in job iii. 14, "'Which.built mausoleums fEnglish version,

rdesolate places] for tbemselves.
2- Shaphan, catied scribe in 2. Kings xxii. 3. Ti>e scribe

or secretary»vas on an equaiity with the governor and royal
recorder. We riay th.ink of the scribes as the king's stcre-
taries *riting his letters, drawing up his decrees, managing
his finances. Thte. scribes became a body of men whose
duty it was to transcribe old records, and put in writiilg
what had been handed down orally; then to pTeserve the
sacred books, the laws, hymns, prophecies, of the past.
Recorder. An officer of high rank in the.Jewish state, ex-
ercising the funciions flot simply of an annalist, or maker of
reçbrds, but of chancelior or president of the privy couricil.
Hlis titie bas reference to bis office as adviser of the king.

THE LAT7E RE V DR. DUPAi

The funeral of the Rev. Dr. Alexander Duif, took place on
Feb. z8th, at Edinburgh, the burying-ground being the
Granige Cemetery.. The funeral was a public one, and was
attended, by the Lord Provost, the magistrates, and the town
edancil, and the repesentatives- of the varions Protestant
C.hurches and missionaiy Sotieties. The outer coffin, of
polished Oak, bore the following simple inscription
"Alexander Duif, LL.D.,'born 25th Aprîl, s8o6*; died 12th
February, 1878'." The place of sepulture isors the south,
side of the main waik in the cemetery, in the tomi where
the wife of the late Dr. Duif was intorred in 1865. On
the opposite side of the walk,about 1oo yards westward, is
thé grave Of Dr. Chalmer's, and a 1t the soutb end of the walk
is the burial place of Dr. Guthrie. The graves of Dr. Fin-
layson and other eminent divines are within a radius of a
few bundred yards. The Edinburgh Daily Review of Mon-
day says that.on Sunday there was scarcely a Protestant
Çhurclx ýhroughout Scolland inwhich allusion, more or less
direýct, was nôt made, eitber in tbe prayers or sermons, to
tihe lamented deaah of the Rev. Dr. Duif, the "lprince of;
missionaries."- Dr. Horatius 13opar, in, conciuding bis ser-_
mon on Sundày rnorning, sàid :-"One of the grentett of
our gratmoen bas falieni; a standard-ie&rcr ; ageneral; oneý
,whose life baàs been no common life, for zeal and energy and
se1f-denying love, whose death will 'm'ake no common blank
auw~ngst us, anid whose namne ha$ çbeén And will be héld,
in. no common honour in ail the Çhurches of God tbrough.
out the earth. God ràised him Up and fitted him for the'
doing qf a wQrk of'no Qrdlnarymagrutude, both in Ind.ia and.
in Scotlffld,, a work extending over' bhaîf a century in SO far
as the past iW concerned, but stretcbing far beyond that, in
its éffects upon the. future of our world. Wit .h. genius, men-

ta iocuslackingfervour, far.ranging vision, adminiý-
trative skill, overwiielming eloquence, and a fearlessness of
naturez whicb set adi danger at defýance, hie went forward in
bis missiorsary career as if saying what Rkowland Hill is
oréfid e dwitb answerin4 *heu the que9ti6n was put, IlWben

*do yeu, iriteid. to stop? '."Not tili we have carried ail bc-
fore us 1 " A lover of bis own lan~d, be yet loved aIl lands.
A lover o is.own *Church, be yet ioved:ail Churches. The.
world was in his heart, and bis heart was in the world, we
* may truly say in thebigbest sense. His intercessions went
round and rouna tue globe; and, if, tbey rested on any land
with peculiar longing, it was on India, or on any city with
special earnestriess, it was Calcutta. As oneC of Napoleoa's
soldiers said to the surgeon wbo was probing a cbet-wound,
"a, tittie deeper and you'ii:ýfind the.Emperr " out ùiia-

siqnary warrior now gone Ito be. pearer bis Captain, might
have said, -with his baànd laid'upon bis bteast," a lý'ittie
deeper, and you'l ind India; » or, mo[re' than, li;, "a
littie-deeper still andi you'l find-Christ "-yes, Christ, wbose
lavé, whose -cross, whose death were ail to him in life 'and
çleatb. .._ Self -dcnying, gýeneýrous, loviaig, large-hearted, and
utterly unworldly, he sbowed wbat a servant of Christ
should be; the Christian and the missionary aiways, ]est
than the Christian and 'he missionary neyer. He took bis
stand at the cross of Christ, tbe old cross of thb ivine sin-
bearer, and bore witness to its efficacy, its sufficiency, and
its glory. H1e dreaded everytbing that wouid nullify that
cross or obscure its spiendour, as the one ligbt of a dark
wdAd, the one hope. fot!hit imucb-loved India. Hè dretýded
error i.n the Churcb of God, and often spoke of the Rational-
jstic andl Infidel leaven tblat is now perxneating ail Churches,
ivith a. tone and a 'look of mingled alarm and melancholy,

fsucli as few voices and few, faces save bis own couid give ex-
prsinto. How much the present* condition of the Free
hucin ber exposure to Rationalistic contagion, weighed

>upen bhis maigbt>~ spirit, those well knew to wbomn he so
to ften and io reely unbosomned himself on these momnentous
i questîotis. .Butwe- cannot in, a few sentences say what we
1 night wish to do in regard, to bim, wbom God for a season

gave us in bis love, and has now, in what seems to be the
fdarkness of a mysteripue, Providence, taken away. One .io

perplexed at these great bereavements, and tries in vain to
ianswer the question-What do tbey mean or portenda

it night,. or is it day, that tbey forteli ? Does God mn to
leave us and our children face tô face witb utter darkness ?
or is lie saying, Ilbe of good cbeer, tbe day la coming up ;

canot1 elpfeeigta ael eft.--poorer.- and:_-eaker by


