
THE ONTARIO FARIVEIR.
ciBut," said ]3i1,i the yoluugcst of the threel look-

ing up into the old muan's face, ilare not yoit an old
Revolutioner."1

ciNot yct,"1 replied Uncle l3cnny. I arn old,
but not old enough to bo a ltevoiutioner.1

From this spot flhcy iYandcred over tic out-
skirts of the city, looking into the pig-pens that
abound thierc, in search of an eligible porker wvitli
ivhielî to niakze a bcginning. Thcy went abont
Jcisurcly, axîd of course saw a great v~ariety, soiae
iu nice cleani pens, and some inu penis so foui thiat
it -%as evident thc dirty pigs wcre flot doing ncarly
so wveli as the dlean oncs. Ail this was carefully
pointed out to the beys, and tliey did niot fail-to,
rcmark the différence. At lastthey camne to a nman
who h-ad a number of -%vhat lie called the Chester
County ~Vic,-ieround fcilows iwitlî short
legs, short cars, short faces, and long bodies.

This ivas the kLind Unele Benny had been seck-
ing for. The boys theniscives acknowledgcd that
they loolzed nicer and latter than any others thecy
had sccu. As ail wvcre now dccply int-crested in
pork, the boys bristlcd up and entered into tiieso
matters witli zeal; and thecir opinion being asked
by the old nman which pig, of ail they had sconi,
thcy would prefer, thcy agreed upon the Chester
Counties. So a young sow wvas purchascd, which-
would drop a litter of the pure breca in about two
months. For this purchase Uncle Bcnny advanc-
ed the sum of thirty dollars out of lis own pockcet,
tlic mouey to, bc rcfunided to 1dm. by the sale of the
pigs that wvere to, corne, the seller agreeing te de-
liver the s0W at Mr. Spanglcr's farm the following
week, se as to allow tirne for putting up a suitabie
pen.

This purchase mnade, they set out to, inspcct the
hcn-roosts and pigeon-bouses. It ivas conciuded
not to, buy aniy chickons just thoen, as Mrs. Spang-
ler had quite a number aircady on the fanm, and-
IJncle Benny tlîouglit there would be danger of
disputes anising ivith lier about cggs and othcr
matters, and hoe did net clîeose te run the risk- of
rufihing bier featiiers- But lie ad'vanced four dollars
te, pay for six pairs of pigeons, w]iicb hoe was te re-
ceivo back froin the inease of the flock. Ife
thought it botter to lcnd the inoney te the boys
than te mako them. a present of it-, as it -%euild rcst-
on their minds as a sort of iveight or obligation,
teachin- thein flic nccssit-y of care and econoniy
te cîcar it off. The pigeon-dealer put the birds
into a rooxny box -%vitli a eovcring of slats, aud the
party startcd for home.

The boys were at ivorki carly next merning, un-
der Unce le nny's direction, fitting up a pigeon
bouse- There ;vas a large loft over thc wagon-,
sbed, -%bere they resolvcd it shouid bo. It had a
goode tight floor, te wlîicl they could ascnd-

threugh a trap by nicans of a step-ladder. The
front wvas open, -6t tlîis tbey sooni made aIl riglit
by nailing up laths suffieiently close te keep the
pigeons in, yet so far apart that they could put out
their lîcads and survey the premises, £0 aB te bc-
corne pcrfectly farnuliar wvitl tîcm, beforo bing ai-
lowcd tlicir liberty. Part of this lattice-work pro-
jected two or three foot beyond tbe front , thup
affording te the birds a vicw, frein two rides and
the front, of aIl tInt Nvas going on eut of doors.
Tlîcy tlien provided ncsts by making rougli boxes
about fifteen mouhes square and four inches deep,
whicli tlîey puslicd back under eue of the caves,
giving the pigeons a chance at the seclusion wbich
tlîey invariably covet, wîen ready te, lay and hatoli.
eut tlîeir young. These fixtures were made of odd
stuif tlîcy found lying about. But the great help
toivard doing even tlîis wvas found iu tbe old Lian's
tool-chcst. Tlîcy could have donc very littie witb.
eut hlm and his teols.

Whcn tbcse hasty but sufficient preparatiens bad
been made, lie requircd thein te put inte the loft a
low carthen pan, of large size, filled witb wvator, for
the pigeons te, bathe in, as wcll as te, drink frein;
for pigeons arc thirsty bcings, and deliglit in ivater.'
No ercatures enjoy drinking more heartily. Tbey
plunge the hcad in nearly up te the oyes, and take
a full draught at once, net slowly and deliberatcly,
like chiekens. Re alsefitted up for theina feeding
trough about tivo inches deep, wvhlch hoe covered
wvithi a -%vire net-wvork, se as te keep the pigeons
frein getting into it, but with the meshes large
eneugli for thein te put ln their buis and take out
the food. Thîis wouid keep the latter free frein
dlrt, as wcll as preveîît wastc. Then over one cor-
ner of the loft lie causcd te ho spread at est a
bushel of fine gravel, broken lime, and pounded
bricks, te ûissist digestion and furnisb material for
the formation of egg-shells. Beside this there was
a suppiy of common sait, an article wbicb is indis-
pensable te the heaith of pigeons.

The niaking of aIl these preparations was of
course a great lafair for the beys, but it was sur-
prising howv heartily tbey carnied thein threugh.
The simple fact was, their sympathies lad been
enlisted in a cause exclusivcly their own. Tbey
tîcrefore kept te their work as energetically as if
sure te get rîcli by it. Indeed, whiie thus engaged,
there werc a great many conjectures indulged in as
te -%ben tIe pigeons would begin te lay, how many
eggs would ho batchod lu the course of a year, andi-
iwhetlîer tbey should take the squabs te Trenton-
market and sell theni, or whetlier it would net be
botter te lot tbemi grew up, and thus icrease the
hlock te a large size, before tbcy began te, sell any.
Tbere was a general impatience among thern to
hurry up the laying, and have it begin iminediate-
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