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rilE House of ('ommiions ineets in a fen, days now.MVr. Mercier says that Mr. Edgar wili be Speaker before a
rroith passes. Poor Sir John

WE notice with pleasure that Messrs. Villiaiasoîî & Coe.
have publisired the interesting lecture on the Býritish rereats
the Ainerican Systemi of National Goverinment, wicl Mr.
4- Hi. F. Lefroy read befere the Toronto Brandi of the
liIperial Federatioîî LeagIue last Decenîber.

Mit. LEFROY'S lecture was xvell wortlîy publication, and
rOuld, and nio doubt will, have a wide circulation. The

Anlnexationist will not like it, but then that doesni't niatter
Veymuch.

1)1. BouIIINOT, C.M G~., lias recently publisied bis admni-
lIlIlCanadian Studies in Comparative Politics," whicb,

togetber with Mr. Goldwin Smnitbi's cbarrnîingly written
bUt Solmewliat chiiiing book on Il Canada and the Canadian9tiestion,"~ we wiJl notice at length iii our next number.

A.Ne'rtiEi book of great interest and importance, which%"Il be reviewed in the May numiber of this journal, is
"ýGcialism, New and Oid," by Professor Graliam, of
hsveel's Coliege, Belfast, whichi Messrs. Appleton & Ce.

e lateiy publisbied iiitei valnable International

~erJCtion of national and patriotic songs, pul)lishced by
essrs. Suckiing & Sons, of Toronto. This is the book

Wlîhieh lias excited the wrath of the Secularists and Annex-
%tOllists for the two-fold reason that the sengs are eloquent

itlin Cod and faith i Canada. Copies ofthis book0lluld be in every school in Canada, and net only in thekhosbut in the homes of all Canadians.

%th is whispeî'ed about that the Students intend giving
0 troon tea.in the Gynmnasiuîn to the inembers of the
nePoration, on wbich occasion tbis interesting but hardly

kPUIar resort wili be thrown open for inispection by the
it .11guished guests. The feelings of thiese gentlemen will,

lýrcnfidently expected, be se wroughit upon by the
%triklng scene, that orders for a new Gimnasiuiii and ahlte Ilecessary parapiiernalia wili be ait once issued by the
QntlPoratioll.

ALCESTIS.

(Continuedfrom last rnonth.)
WILTthe household of Adînetus is given over te

ý4lI Iilg and te the preparatiens for the burial. E-erakles,
b8 way te TI)race te tind the herses of Diomed, calis at
40use and dlaims hospitaiity. It was a dreadful momtent
Admetus te receive a guest, when bis wife was lying
D l, the bouse awaiting bier burial. But the laws of

PItality are sacred, and Admnetus cleverly disguising the
4lýIeof mourning, receives Herakles ; net iii the main

h ir1g, but iii a guiest chanîber shut off frein tbe rest cf
11bouge, and eute5of the sighit and sound of woe. Il Weretbtorefuse hirn now," says Admetus in 'answer te the

1 %% n5trances of the Chorus, Ilmy grief would be none tbe
1buit 1 sbould be less hospitable. 'm

4c, flerakies is taken into the bieuse, and royally enter-
r4 In ignorance ef the sorroxv that is breaking the lieartd11etus. hI the ineantime, Pheres, tire aged father of

Admnetus, comres te console bis soir On bris bereavemnent, and
te bring a tribute cf Ilowers for the funieral. Admnetus,
lîewever, dees net welcoîne bis father ;but rpoce i
for bis seitislîness iii net dying instead of Alcestis. This
is a very painful scene. As we rcad it, we eari see seine
force iii Adiiietns' position. If it wvas absoluteiy necessary
for somne eone te dlie, it was obviously titting that an oid
maan at tie verge cf the grave should die iather than the
Young wife and iirotîrer, wlbose place and spbere were
obviously l)y tbe side of bler- iusbanid aud ameongst bier
yeung children. On the otîrer hand, we cannot but see the
point cf view of Pireres. He had done his duty by bis
son, lHe had given linri life, education, a position, tbere
was neo obligation upon bini to give biirn a second lease of
life. If seltisbniess caine in, it did not lie with Phieres, but
with Admetus, and the husband tbat allowed blis wife te
die for irn biad ie business te scoid bis father, for acquies-
ing i the arrangement. It is a inest painful scene we re-
peat, and we are very "lad when it is finishecl.

"Be net forgetful te entertain strangers, for some bave
entertained angels unawares." Admetus is destined te
realize the truth of the Apostolic precept. In tire next
scene, the servant wvlo bias been in attendance upon
Hlerakies comnes iii full of complaints, about the rudeness
and greediness of bris guest, and of tîte biard fate wlîicb bad
prevented himi frei takiîrg a part iii the funial rites, and
froni bidding adieu te tbe dead body of bis beleved mis-
tress. Il Ain I net rigbt," lie. exclaims, 1- te bate the
strairger that lias thus coune in our sorî'ews ? " when
Herakies coule iii and abuses bim fer bis seur looks and'
surly gestures. In the conversation whicb ensues, Herakles
discovers tbc truth, that tire woman of wbese death
Adinctus hiad spoken te imi -,vas net, as lie hiad supposed,
some maidservanit bired frein witbout, but Alcestis berself,
the self devoted wife of Iris best.

1 did indeed observe the tearful eye,
Bedewing elheek and face-Buit he spake faise
And said it was a straîrger that lay dead
Awaitingbîrriai ; and therefore 1,
Though fearirîg grief did feast witlrin the bouse
0f binr thus grieving--ami in wanton joy
Did wreatlie îrry head with this auciirsedl wreati.
But thon -why didst thron ever keep frem me,
''lie mîghty woe thiat lies urpon the Irolse?
,Where (lotir lie bury lier? W'bere is ber tonib?

Then, witb noble iînpeturosity, lie rushes eut fromn the
stage, and tii ugh lie dees net indeed tell us wlîitber lie is
gorug, yet Herakles, the generous-hearted rigliter of
wrengs, of whi ail ancient legenid speaks, weuld net be
true te bris nature if he did net go upon seule errand of
mercy; andi of this hoe gives us a Irint. IlAdmetus," bie
says, "shaîl neyer regret tbe bospitality he bias shown
nie."

In the ineantirnie Admetus romnains beyond the reach of
consolation, and refusing te ho cernforted fer the less of bis
priceless wife.

After a while Herakies returns beaming witb good
humour, and leading a veiled weman whom hie introduces te
Admetus as a captive, wbom bie intends te presenit te him
in the tropes that she wîli comfort bim for bis wife.

Admetus declines the gif t-can. we blaine him ?-tire
nîeinory of Alcestis is tee sacred, and ne strange woman
can take bier place.

But ilerakies insists, hie leads the wenîan te Admietus,
puts bier biaud into bis, persuades bim te lift fIle veil that1
covers lier-and le ! it is ne strange woman at all,--but
Alcestîs berseîf brought back from the dead.

Sucbi was tire reward that Herakies bestewed upon,
Admetus for iris hespitality.

ARvrîîvn LLoyD.,


