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A TIMBROPHILIC BUBBLE BURST!

STAMP COLLECTORS BEWARE!!

' AN EXPOSE! 1!

BaLpwins RAILROAD PosTAGE: ** an obso-
lete local of considerable rarity’—as it is
impudently termed by dealers interested in its
sale—is attracting some attention at present in
Philatelic Circles. Of course the venders of
these stamps affirm stoutly that they are genu-
ine; but we begrto agsure buyers that this is
not the case. The ‘‘Baldwin” is a forgery
and the Boston dealer who now advertises 1t as

enuine knows that it was made to sell only.

for the information of our readers we submit a
brief historical sketch—gleaned from authentic
sources—of this stam{).

In the month of May last two young gentle-
men belonging to this city entered into co-
partnership—which for distinction sake we shall
call Messrs * A. and B., Stamyp and Coin deal-
ers.” They had been in business but a short
time when it occurred to them that they might
““getup” astamp. Others had done so with
some degree of_ success, why could not they?
Only_represent it to their correspondents as a
genuine *‘local ™ issued andused in the pravince
of New Brunswick, and by itssale they might
casily replenish the:r coffers, and increase their
business many fold. Having hit upon_this
‘“ happy thought "’ the next thing wanted was
a name and date. The latter was easily settled ;
it should be an obsolete local, for this would sell
best and be least liable to detection. But the
name,—what should ithbe? Thiswas a puzzler !
It could not be ** Turner's ’—or the ** Eastern™
Express, for both of these companies had ageats
in almost every city, town and village of the
Union, as well asin the British Provinces, an
application to either of whom might ** spoil their
lectle game.”” r wmuch grave thought and
consideration it was remembered that a Mr. H.
Baldwin had had some years before, an express
officc on the Europecan and North American
Railway, which runs from St.John to the Shediac
oyster beds. Why not therefore call the “obso-
lete local” BaLDWIN'S RAILROAD POSTAGE.

Nothing could be more favourable and the name
was at once adopted. After sketching a rough
design of the projected ‘‘ obsolete,”’ the hon-
owrable firm went next in search of an engraver
whom they soon found in the person of a Mr.
Gregory of thiscity. Mr. Gregory being an adept
in hisart soon furnished a block or cut of the
new stamp, which was taken to the printing
establishment of Messrs J. & A. McM...... of
St. John, and shortly after our enterprising
young gents had the s~*isfaction of gazing upon
the fruit of their owmi :genuity—or in other
words upon fifteen hundred of the * BALDWIN’S
RAILROAD POSTAGE LABELS "’ in the fol]owinﬁ
colours: viz, red on white, blue on ditto., blac!
on ditto., red on grey, blue on ditto, black on
ditto, red on green, blue on ditto, black on
ditto, red on yellow, blue on ditto, black on
ditto, red onblue, blue on ditto., black on ditto.
That such stamps should be rare—velg rare in-
deed— no one can doubt, for they could only be
had from the makers. We do not know that
the manufacturers are to blame altogether for
saying that these stamps were of *‘‘ considerable
rarity ''—seeing they could cunly be obtained
from themselves,—but every honest man will
say that they were very much to blame for
stating that they were NEWBRUNSWICK LOCALS.
But further, we have it on good authority, that
of these ‘‘ gems,” four hundred were sold to S.
Allan. Taylor of Boston—as_stamps_that never
cxisted, but were ssued to sell only. Mr. Taylor
knows all this, but does he denounce the inposi-
tion? oh no! On the contrary, he tries to
bolster it up by **a change of base,” and menda-
ciously says in his paper, ‘‘that the New
Brunswick to which these bogus ‘‘obsolete
locals’ belong is New Branswick— New Jersey 1!
Could anything be more audacious? Can he
tell us or his readers when these Two PENNY
locals were dssued and used in New Jersey £ and
why it is that no mention is made in any of the
New York Price Lists or American Catalogues
of the U. 8. local stamps? We hope that our
readers will make a note of what we have said
and avoid the Bogus ‘ Baldwin’s.”

Lapies’ wias were found in abundance in
the dead letter office in Washington U. S. A.




