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Cockburn re-embarked his men, finding that
but few publicstores were contained i the
place, and that the inhabitants appeared
peaceably disposed and disinciined to draw on
themselves the chastisement which had at-
tend-d the resistance made by some of the
villages on the Chesapeake Bay.

T'he operations of the Southern Squadron
were completed by the descent on Portsmouth
and the British Admiral was satisfied that
he had inflicted a blow on American com-
merce, which it would require years of pros-
perity to repair.  In point of fact the great
outlet by which American commerce found a
passage had been hermetically sealed and the
commerce of Delaware and Maryland, Virgi-
nia and North Carolina, may be said to have
been virtually extinguished. We will accord-
ingly once more change the scene and again
visit the Canadas. i

‘We now transport the reader from a Southern'
June 1o a Canadian December, when we find
Licutenant Metealf and twenty-cight militia
capturing thirty-nine regulars, near Chatham.
This exploit was but trifling, yet it is note
worthy as it proved that General Harrison's
occupation of the western peninsula had but
served to infuse fresh spirit, and to render the
opposition more determined. General Drum.-
mond was so satisfied with the gallantry dis-
played by Licutenant Metcalfe, that he pro-
moted him,

Another circumstance, which, however,
was to be expected, must here be noticed No
American has thought itnecessary to mention
this little expedition, although we hear nu-
merous instances of more trifling affairs being
duly chronicled. This, however, would have
reflected no credit, hence the universal silence.
The next affair was an attempt made by Cap-
tain Lewis Basden, commanding the light
company of the 89th, and a detachment of
the Rangers and Kent militia, under the com-
mand of Captain Caldwell, to check the inva-
sion of *he Americans a'ong the Detroit and
Lake Erie Shores. General Armstrong gives
rather a lengthy account of this inroad of the
Americans, and observes, **having 2 worth-
less object, it ought not to have been adopted.
For of what importance to the United States
would have been the capture or destruction
of a blockhouse, in the heart of an enemy’s
country more than one hundred miles distant

from the frontier, and which, if held, would
have been difficult to sustain, and, if des-
troved, easily reinstated.” The Americans
hearing of the approach of the British party
retreated, but were compelled to make a stand,
which. they did intrenching themselves so
cffectually that their assailants were compel-
led to retreat with a loss of sixty-five killed
and wounded, amongst them Lieut. Basden.
A3 a proof of the sheltered position of the
Americans we may mention that their loss
only amounted to four killed and four
wounded. The demonstration had, however,
the effect of compelling the Americans to
abandon any further aCvance and to retreat
as fast as they could. Colonel Butler, the
originator ¢f the expedition, has written rather
an exaggerated account of it to General Har
rison, and he has not failed to reduce Ame=:-
cans by twenty in number, adding at the
samc time about forty to the British, His
letter will, however, spak for itself:—

Dear Sir—

By Lieutenant Shannon. of the 27th Regt.,
United States’ infantry, I have the honor of
informing you, that a detachment of the
troops under my command, led by Captain
Ifolmes, of the 24th United States’ infantry,
has obtained a signal victory over the
enemy.

The aftair took place on the 4th instant,
about 100 miles from this place, on the river
de French. Our force consisted of no more
than 160 Rangers and mounted infantry. The
encmy, from their own acknowledgement,
had about 240. The fine light company of
the Royal Scots is totally destroyed; they
led the attack most gallantly, and their com-
mander fell within ten paces of our front
line. The light company of the 89th has
also suffered severely; one officer of that
company fell, one is a prisoner, and another
is said to be badly wounded.

In killed, wounded, and prisoners, the en-
emy lost about 80, whilst on our part there
were but four killed, and four wounded.
This great disparity in the loss on each side
is to be attributed to the very judicious posi~
tion occupied by Captain Holmes, who coms
pelled the enemy to attack him at great dis-
advantage. This even, more gallantly merits
the laurel.

Captain Holmes has just returned, and will




