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turned out to a big festival, or to see o grand
procession, and were waiting for the show to
begin. Ring Qberon, the Fairy monarch, and
Queen Mab, lis wife, who governed Dreamband
in her own right, still delayed, and there was
nich anxiety, beecause the festival could not go
on without their presence, and the Fairies and
thiee brethren were afraid that, unless their
Majesties artived goon, the Spitits of Darkuess
would get possession of the hill and Dreak up the
Fatiries’ festival.
By and by, after they had waited o long time,
and were getting very uneasy, the heavy stroke
of a bell conld be hieard yinging wonderfully
loud through the air. It was impossible to tell
where the sound came from, for there were no
hells for miles and wiles fraw the Lill, and yet it
sounded ag if an immense bell was struck close
by. Hugh knew itmast e the first stroke of
midnight. At its sound, the Fairies, and Piskics,
wnd all the rest, ran in 2 great fright for shel-
ter into the holee, and In hind the rocke At that
moment a1 great black cloud dropped over the shy
like a thick curtain, and the hig round moon, and
the twinkling stars, and the white flecey clouds,
were all shut out of sight together.  The great
fruelfire Teaped all the brighter, and made the
top of the hill, and the old wined castle, and
the big rock behind which Huegh was hiding, as
red as the fire itself; bat all around the darkness
closed in like a great black wall. The air was
full of strange sounds, moanings, and wailings,
wand pitiful shricks.  Hugh was terribly frighten-
ened,  He clutehed the charm around his neck,
and would have cried out, hut that lie was afmid
something terrible would happen if Lo made a
Buse,
‘The bel) etrurk a cecond time. The great flames
Teaped bigher, and it up the J1d castle with a
very hiright light,and ont of the arched doorway
e ane o pracessiog of Druids, in long white roty 3,
with garlands of oak-leaves around their heads,
s their white beards reaching to their waists,
They carried Tittle hranehes of the sacred mistle-
tae in their hands, and they passed around the
fire several times, singing a low and sad hymn.
When the thind stroke of the bell sounded, they
dizzppeared in the darkness, and from the other
side canme up & crowd of savage-looking people,
with 2 fow skins wrapped aronnd them, and the
naked parts of their bodies stained blae.  They
passed silently through the fire, driving their
oxen and horses before them through the flames,
asthe people used tadnin that country, many ages
ago, to preserve them from the evil spirits. At
each stroke of the bell different figures came out
from the old eastle, and went around or through
the fire before disappearing in the darkness. At
last thie eleventh blow was struck, and then was
the most fearful time of all.  The fire dicd down
and bumed ghastly blue.  Tho air was full of
shricks and cries, and fromout the thick darkness
the terrible RBlack Muntsman and his demon
hounds rashed furiously in and gallaped around
the fire, lightnings flashing from their eyes.
The twelfth stroke sonnded. I an instant all
was changed. The terrible noiser ceased, the
inount biecame still, the black cloud vanished,
and the moon and stars shone brightly ont.  The
Black Huntsmanand hisdemon dogs{lew down the
hillata tremendouspace. The Fairies and Piskices,
and Goblins and Hrownies all came ont of their
bidingeplacezand shanted for jov, far, Bding down
the path of 2 meanheam, in a fairy chariot drawn
by milkswhite mothe, eame King Oberon and
Queen Mab, to preside averthe fairy fectival  The

lacl-fire was out hy this time, and the strong
Browniesgathered up the embers and threw them
over the hill.  Then they made brooms of the
hieath, and swept the ashes away, so that Queen
Mab and the ladies of her train should not soil
their white slippers.  The Jack-a-Lanterns put
out their lights, for now the moon was shining as
bright as day, and they went daneing avound as
masters of the ceremonies, preparing cveryihing
for the grand ball.

At last all was ready, King Oberon and Queen
Mah led off thedance, and all the other Fairies
and Pigkies danced in a circle aronnd them, to
the music of five hunded grasshoppers, specially
cengaged for the oceasion. Whilst the dance
was going on the Brownics were getting the
tables ready for the banquet, and the Goblins

and Hobgoblins were covking the supper. As
soon ag it was prepared, a Jack-a-Lantern an-
nounced the fact, and all the gay party sat down
around the mushroom tableg, nnd  commenced
cating and drivhing  from the dainticst httle
dishies and cups that ever were seen.  Littlo
Iugh was so interested and delighted at what
was guing on that he furgot to keep himsolf hid,
and e was seen by the King, who sent o Pisky
to find out who the daring intruder was.  Now
the Pi<ky that was sent on this errpnd was the
same one Who had guided Hugh into the bramble-
pit, and he at once told King Oberon the story,
who laughed so Leartily that the little tears stood
in his eyes. The Ling told llugh to come for-
ward, which he did, stepping very carcfully for
fear lie should tread on some of the little folks.
Cueen Mab, taking a gulden goblet from the
Lible, filled it with fiiry wine and handed it to
Hugh, telling him to drink it.  le obeyed, and
curh delicious drink he had never tasted in lis

life. It seamed to go all through his body,
mahing him fedd quite happy. Kmg Oberon

filled avother goblet, and asked Hugh if he would
drink with Lim. Hugh, who thought he could
never have erough of such delicious driul,, took
tho goblet in his hand, and said, #1 will, your
Majesty

He nav sroxex!

In an instant be staggered back as if some one
had struck him in the face, and then all was
dwhaess.  Moching laughter rang in his ears as
he bucame insensible and sauk to the carth, still
grasping the golden goblet.

Whea the sunrose in the mormng, Hugh's
grandmotber rose too, and called Hugh to get
up. o did not answer, and on looking into
his budd shie found ke wasnot there.  *\\ hat has
taken Lttle Sleepy-head out of bed so early this
worhing, 1 wonder,” said she. I gencrally hiare
tu calf him half a dozen titnes before hie will get
up, and now he is up before mel”

She went to the door to see what sort of
weathier it was, and there was Hugh fast asteep
on the step! She awoke him, when he stared
around in great surprise, and asked whero the
Fairies had gone.  1hs grandmother laughed at
him when he told all the story of his night's ad-
ventures, and told him he bad been dreaming,
and had walhed in his sleep. At this lugh was
indignant, saying he knew it was all true, and
to prove it hie still had the gold goblet that King
Oboron biad handed him.  He held it out for his
grandinother to see,—when, afterall, it was only
a goldeu-cup flower, filled with dew !

Now, wlhat do yuu think,—dud little Hugh
dream his wonderful adventures or not?

FACTS IN NATURAL IIISTORY

Merrs —To the ere of the naturalist who jostincts
itely identifles himsedf with the natare of theanimal ho
isolxerving, size is only ofrelative itnportance; and in
puint of fact, a battle botween two noles isas tremen-
dotte as aue Letween two tions, if ot more €0, Lecause
the moele i< more courageous than the lion, and, rela.
tively speaking, isfar more ponerful and armed with
weapons more dextructivo.

Magnify the mole to thie £ize of {hie lion, and you will
have a beast tnare terrille than the world hasyet seen.
Though nearly Wind, 2ud, thefore incapable of follow-
ing prey by sight, it would e active beyond concep-
tion, springiug thia way aud that way as it gocsalong,
L0 ac o cover a large amount afspace, Ieaping with
lightnitg guickness upon any animal which it met,
reuding it to picces in 2 moment, thrusting its blood-
thirdy snout into the bady of its victim, eating thestill
warm and blceding Sosh, and instantly searcliing for
fresh prey.

Such a creature wounld, with the least hesitation, de,
vour a serpent twenty feet in length, and so terrible
would be its varacity that it would cat twenty or thirty
of ruch snakes in the course of a day. With ono grasp
of its teeth and onc stroke of its claws it conld tear an
ox asnnder; aud 3 itshould happen to enter a fold of
sheep or an enclosure of cattle, it would hill them all
for the mero last of staughter.  lat, then, two fFuch
jmals mecet in bat, and how terrific would bethe
batlle. Fear isa fecling of which themoloscems tobe

unconseiony; and when fighting with one of his own

specices, ho gives biis wholo onergics to tho destruction

of his opponent, without séeming to hieed tho injurics

which are fnflicted upon himseif,

Scorrioxs.~Tho Rev. J. G. Wood ina recently pub.
lizhed work entitled ** Lomes without Lands, ** attests.
on tho authority of Captain Yasley, R. N., tho ofien
debated statement of tho scorpton destroying Jlself
when surrounded Ly a circlooffire. Thellery clrele,”
ho sayg, ‘was about fiftecn inches fu diameter, and
composed of smouldering ashics. In overy instance the
scorpion ran about for some minutes trying to escapo,
and then deliberately bent its tail over its back, insert.
cd the point of its sting between two of tho segments
of the body, and speedily dicd.  This experiment wag
repeated seven or cight times, and always with tho
same resulte, so that o further repetition would bave
been a useless cruelty. Tho heat given out by thoashes
was very trifling, and not cqual to thatwhich Is caused
by the noontide sun, atemperaturo which the scorpion
certainly does not like, but which it can endure with,
out suffering much inconvenicnce. Generally tho scors
pion was dead in a few minutes after tho wound.was
inflicted.”

ANTS8.—What story of cnchantment, of sylphide,
giant, or gnome, cquals in strangencss and pictares-
queness tho story of thoe ants T Romarice yrescnts no
iucidents haif so wondrous as the facts observed by M.
Huber and others. The strength of tho gigots is puny
compared with that of the Saliba gut, which builds
domes two feet in hieightand forty feet in diameter, and
makes passages from bis dwelling-placo soventy yards
long. What is thevitality of tho stoutest paladincom-
parcd with that of the Driver ant, whosc head has given
sigus of life thirty-rix hours after being cut from its
bqdy, which lived for . sro than forty-cight hours, and
what mystery can bo moro bewildering than the fact
that this very ant dics in less than twominutes when
exposcd to tho direct action of the sun’srays ?

BATTLES OF TUX SWORDFISU AND TAER WHALE.
—Among tho extraordinary spectdcles sometimes wit-
nessed by those who ¢ go down to thosea in ships,’
nonc are more impressive than a combat for a supre-
macy between the mounsters of the deep. Tho battles
of Yo swordfish and tho whale aro described as Ho-
meric in grandeur. Tho swordfish go in shoals liko
whales, and the attacks are often regular sea-fights.
When tho two troops mect, as goon as the swardfish
have betrayed theie presence by & few bounds in the
air, tho whales dsatw together and closo up theirranks.
The swordfish always endeavours fo take the.whale in
flask, cither because its cruel instinct has revealed to
it the defect in tho cuirass—for their oxists near the
brachial fins of thy whale a spot whero wounds aro
mortal—or Lecauso the flank presents a wider surfaco
to its Llows. Thoswordfish rccoils tosccure o greater
impetus.  Ifthe movement escape the keen eyo of its
adversary, the whale is lost, receives tho blow of the
coemy, and dies almost instantly. But it tho whale
perceives the swordfish at the instant of the rush, by a
spontancous Lound it springs clear of thoe water its
entire Iength, and falls on its dank with & crash that
resounds many leaguce, and whitens the sea with boils
ing foam, The gigantic animal hasonly its tsil for
defense; it tries to strike its enemy, and Gnish him
with asingloe blow. Dutif tho activo swordfish avoid-
the fatal tail, tho battle becomes moro tersible. Tho
aggressor springs from thowater in histurn, falls apon
the whale, and attempts, not to picree, but tosawit with
the teeth that garnish its weapon. Tlo sca is stained
with Llood; the fury of the whale is boundless. The
swordfish harasses him, strikes on overy side, kills him,
and flics to othier victorics. Ofien tho swordiish hias
not timo to avoid tho fall of the whale, and contents
itsclf with presenting its sharp saw to the flank of tho
glzantic anfmal which is about to crush it; it dics then.
like Maccabious, smothered beneath the weight of the
clephiant of the ocean. Finally, tho whale gives a fow
1ast Lounds $nto tho air, dragging its axeassin in its
flight, and perishes as it kills the monster of which it
was the victim.

IWAR.—* What aro you thinking of, my man?” said
Lord 11ill, as hic spproaclicd | 2oldicr who was lean
ing In a gloomy mood upon his Arlock, whilo aronnd
him Jay mangled thousands of French and English—it
was a few hiours after tho battlo of Salamanea had
been won by the English.  Tho soldicr starled, and,
after saluting his general, answered, X was thinking,
my lord, how many widows and ospians X hiavo this
day made for ono shilling.” e had Gred 600 rounds

of ball that day.



