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ELIOT TEACHING
The foIiowving account of the

Indians, amongst wvhüm Eliot, the
missionary, laboured, is taken from
the life of Eliot, in the library of
the Methodist Episcopl S.S. Union:

When the British establishied
their first colonies in New-England,
tluere were about twenty or thilty
difi'erent nations of Indians in thnt
te rritory, whi ch closèly resernbled
one cnother in their e.xternal ap-
pearalice, Mode or living, form
of eg,;vermnent, language, religious
views, and moral habits. The
Indians of Massachusetts wher esup-
posed to be emong the most populous
of ail these tribes ;.. and though,
owving to their residence onx the sea
coasts, they biad made some littie pro-
gress in civilization, they where de-
scribed by those ivho ivore acquaint-
ed wvitI themais "lthe Mostîsordid zind
contemptible of the human race,"
and "6as the veriest ruins of man-
Icied on the face of the carthi."

The Jndiains were remarlznble
for their sirength, agility, and. hur-
diness ofroristitution. Thleii cloîh-
inco, which %vas very imperrect, wase"
grenerally formed or the skins of
beasts. They w'ere exceedin gly

TUE INDIANS.
fond of decking- themnselves w'ith
fantastie ornaments, and of painting
their bodies ivith ili-shapen figures
of meni, trees, and otheé natural
objects; and accustorncd to respect
the individual wvho could distinguishi
himself by any peculiarity in his
appearance.

Their food, which wvas principallv
the produite of their hunting an-t
fishing, and imperfectly-cuitivated
grounds, experienced little prepara-
tion before it wvas useci. They led.
no fixed time for taking their meals;
and, owving to their extreme indo-
lence and improvidence, they were
frequently stibjected to long fast-
ings, They have bpen known,
indeed, te abstain from food for sev-
eral dayvs together, and to live for a
considerable time on a heandrul of
ineal and a spoon fui of vater. Coin-
fort seems Io be an objPct wvhich
they had flot in viewv, arid which,
from tliignrac of the Most sim-
ple mechanical arts, thny could flot
attain, in the conlstructi:on of their
huts or %vigwims. These presented
a mnean appearainee, externally and
internally, bcing commronly formed
.by yoting trees bont (lowVf to Ilue
ground, anud covered with rush mais,


