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not a passiorty and of friendship, when it
was a passion and not un expedience,—of
dear and simple adventures, and of com-

rades who had part in them,—of' dappled |

mornings, and serene and ylowing sansoty,
—of scyuestered nools and mossy seats in
the old wood,~~of puths by the riverside,
and flowers that smiled a bright welcome
to our rambling,—of lingering departures.
from home, and of old by-ways, oversha-
dowed by trees und hedged with ruses
and viburnumy, that spread their shade
and theie perfume around our path to
gladden our retusn.- By this pleasant
wstrmmentality Mas® Nuture provided for
¢her happiness of those who have Jearned
to bo delighted with the survey of her
works, and with tho sound of thoso voices
which she has appointed to communicate
to tho human souf‘:hc joys of'her inferior
creation.

The singing-birds, with reference to
their songs, may be divided into four
eclusses, first; the Rapid: Singers, whose
song# nrv onintevrupted, - of> considerable
itngth, and' attered witht fervor, and in
apparent cestuey.  Scevnd, the Moderate
Singers, whose notes arc slowly modulated,
but without pauses or rests between their
different strains.  Third, the Interrupted
Singers, who seldom modulate their notes
with rapidity, and make dectded pauses
Potween their several strains, of which
there arein general from five to cight or
nine. ourth, the Warblers, whose notes
consist of only one or two strains, not
mbined into a song. s

The canary, among foreign birds, and |
the linnet aud bobolink, among American
birds, are familiar cxamples of the first
olass; the common rbin and the veery
af.the sccond; the wood-thrush, the cat-
bird, and the mocking-bird of the third;
and the blue-bird, the pewee,- and the

urple martin, of the fourth clase, It may*
gc added, that some birde are nearly
periodical in  their habits of singing, pre-
ferring the morning und evening, and
oceasional periods in other parts of the
diy, while others sing almost indifferently
#t all hours. The greater number of
species;. however, are  more tuncful in the
early: morning thas at any other hour.

Jund, in:this part of the world, is the
most vocal month of the year. Many of
our principal songsters do not arrive until
near the middle of May ; and all, whether
they come carly on lito, continue in song
throughout the month of June.. So nearly
simultancous is the diseontinuance of the
souws of thissspecies, that it might secmn.
as if their silente were preconcerted, and
that by a vote they had, on-a certain day,
adjourned over to unother year.. Ifan
unusually geninl day oceurs’ about the
seventh of July, we may hear multitudbs
of them singing merrily on that occa-
sion, Should this time be followed by
two or three successive days of chilly and
rainy weather, their tuncfulness is so gen-
erally brought tora elose during this period,.
that we iy uot heus another musical
note from a single individunl after the
reventh.  The songs of birds are discon-
tiued as soon as their amarous dulliances

and the eare of their offspring huve ceased. j error is- apparent from the - testimony of.

Flence those birds that raise but one
hrood of young during the scason, like
- the bobolink, are the frst to become
sileat.

No onc of the New England birds i
an autumnal warbler; though the song-
sparrow often greets the fine mon.ings in
October with his lays, and the shore-lark,
after spending the summer in Lubrdor
about the shores of Hudson's Bay, is
somotines heurd in - autumn, soaring and
singing at-the dawn of day, while on his
piiesage to the South.. The bubolink; the
veery, or Wilson's thrugth, the red thrush
and the goldén robin, are silent after the
niddle of July ; the wood-thrush, the cat-
bird, sudthe common- robin, not until a
wonth Iater ;. butsthe song-sparrow alone
continues to sing throughout the saumer,
The tuneful scuson of: thoryear, in New
England, embruces a peridd of abont four
months, from the middle of April to the
middle of August.

There are certain tiwres of the day, as
well as certain soasons of' the yess; . whin
the birds are wost musical. The grund
concert of the feathered tribe tukes place
during thohour between dawn and sun-
rise. During the remainder of the duy
they sing less in concert, though many
species are very musical ut noonday, avd
secm, like the nocturnal birds, to gefer
the hour when others are silent. At
sunset there is ans apparcnt attempt to
unite once more in chorus, but this is
far from being so loud or so general as in
the morning. The little birds which I
have classed in the fourth division are a
very iwportant accompaniment to the
anthem of dawn, their notes, though
short, serving agreeably to fill wp tzfxc

adées miadé by the other musicians.—

hus the hair-bicd (Fringille Sociulis)
has a sharp and thrilling note, without
any modulation, and not at all melodious,
when heard alone ; but in the mesuing
it is the chief harmonizer of the: whele
chorus,-and serves,.mere thantuny othor
wiide; thgite dtilty and'synrphony to the
multitude of miscellaneous parts..

There are not many birds whose rotes-
could be accurately described. upon- the
gamut. The neurcst approach we can
make te acouracy is to give some gerieral
idea of their time and modulation:- Their
musical interval san be. distinguished

rapidity of their utterance. I.have: oftéry
attempted to transcribe some of:thiefr notes
upon the musical scale, but ¥ am
ded that such sketches can be onlyap-
proximations to literal corrcetness. As
different individuals of the same species
sing very differently, the notes, as.trans-
-oribed from the song of one individuai,
will never cxactly represent the song of
anothor.. If we listen attentively, bow-
;ever,. to a numbher of sengs, we shall de-
teot in ull of thema theme,. as it-1s termed
by masicans, of which the different in-
dividuals of the species warble their re-
spective variations, Every song. is, tech-
nically speaking, a funtasia constructed
upon this theme, from which neme of the
speaics ever departs.

It is very generally believed that the
singing-birds are confined to temperate
i latitudes, and that the tropical birds have
uot the gift of song. That this is an

travellers, who speak of the birds in the
Sandwich Islands and New Zealand as
singing delightfully, and some fine song-
sters-are ocoasionally -imported.in -cages

but with difficulty,. om: account of the}

from tropical climates. The origin of
this notion miay be expliined in zeveral
wuys. It is worthy of notice that within
the tropics the singing seasun of differens
species of birds does not cecur at the sate
tune,  One speeies may be nusical in the
spring, another in sumer, and others in
autwinn and winter.  When one species,
thevefore, has begum to sing, anothior has
ctaged, so that, ut whatever time of the
year the traveller stops, he hears but few
birds engaged in sung,

In the temperute latitudes, on the con-
trary, -as soorr as the birds arsive, they
commence buildiny their nests, and be-
como wmusical at the seme time. It a
stranger from a tropical cliwate should.
arrive in this country in the spring, and
remain here during the months of May
pntt’ June, he would' hear miore’ birds
singing. together than he ever heard ut
once in his own clime; but were leto
arrive about the middle of July, when the
greater number of our birds have discoun-
tinued their songs, he would probsbly, it
he knew the reputation of the Northun
birds, marvel a littlent: thuir silemce. Tf
there preas many’ brids singing at onc
‘time during the whole year, in the hot
dlimates, a8 we hear in thig country in the
latter half of summer, the greater aver-
age would appear to be on the side-of the
former.

It may also be remarked, thht the sing-

ing-birds of the tropics are not so well!
known 28 those® of temperate latitudes
which are inhabited by civilized men.—
‘Fhe savuges and  barbarians, who are the
principal inhabitants ¢ Lot couniries, ar¢
seldom observant of the hubits: er the
voices of the singing-birds. A njusieinn
of the feathered ruce, as well as a barpiet
or violinist, must have an apprecinting:
awdience, or his powers can never be mads
Enown to the world. But even with the
same audience, the tropical singing-birds
would probably bo less csteemed tham-
songsters of cqual merit in the temperate-
latitudes; ‘for, amid the stridulous and
deafening sounds made by the insects in
warm climates, the notes of birds would.
be searcely audible. N )
We are.still. inclined to belicve, how-
ever, that‘there is a larger proportion of
musical bitdd in the temperate than in
the torrid .zone, becanse in the former
region.there are more of those speoies that
build low and live among the grass and
shrubberyy and it is well known that the
singing-birdé arc mostlp of the latter
description. Int warm climates thie vege-
tation consists ghiefly of trees and tall
vines, forming togetheran umlrageous-
canopy overhead, with beta- soanty un-
dergrowth, In temperate latithdes the
shrubbery predominates, especially in the
most northerly parts.  Moreover, the
grasses, that furnish by their seeds a
great proportion of the food of the small-
cr birds are almost entircly wanting in
the torrid aone.

The birds that live in trees are remark~
able for their brilliant plumage; those
that live upon the ground and in the
‘shrubbery are plainly dressed: Thisisa
provision of Naturc for.their protection,
as the ground-birds must have a predomi-
nance of tints that resemble the general
hues of the surface of the earth. I do
sudt.know.a .single -brightly-plumed bird




