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COLLECTION FOR FORLIGN MISSIONS.

‘The Collection for Foreign Mission purposes
will be taken up, by appoiutment of Synod, on
the third Subbath ¢f Junuary. It hoped that
duo notice will bo givea by all Ministers and
Missionaries, and that the colleetion will be a
liberal vne,

Whea the Synod appointed this collection,
the Missionin India, commenced by this Church,
hiad been, in the providence of God, brought to
& close; and the appointinent was made, with
the undesstanding, that,if we were enabled to
originate another Mission, the proceeds of the
general collection would of course beappropri-
ated for that object, and that, if wehad no such
Mission to support, the procceds of the collec.
tion should Le divided among the Churches in
Bcotlund, Englaud, and Ireland with which we
waintain fraternal relations,

As willbe seen from the antonneement, which
follows, the attention of the Fercign Mission
Committee has been direeted to Vaa Couver's

tsland and British Columbin, uud it has beeu[
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that if the Committee were prepared to go on
with a Mission, they ehould obitain the collce.
tion, by wmaking intimation in the Record
Further, it was ngreed o tahe fromthe existing
funds so nwuch as may be needed for outlit
aud passige of Missionaries; the funds now
in the Treasury not to be permanently transfer-
red to the maintainaunce of the Mission now
projected, without tho anthority of the eneu-
ing Synod,

[Since tho meeting waa held, it has been so
ascertained, that there will be no diffieulty ir:
obtaining missionaries for the inportant en-
terprise proposed, with, it is believed, the ap-
provalof all parts of the Church, that the Col-
lection may be dirceted, as above indicated,
with the almost confidence.]

D, Fuaser, Convencr.,
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A NEW YEAR-THOUGHYS FOR THE
SEASON
In the good providence of God we huve reach-
ed the close of another year and the com-
mencetent of a new one.  Every day,—yea
every hour,—cvery moment matks a new stage
in our progress towards eternity.  But the ter-
mination of one year, and the commencement
of another may Le regarded as forming a more
prominent way-murk in our journey, a more

resolved, tu send out, if the Lord will. two jupressive momento of the Lrevity smd un.
Missionacies to that region, to minister to the | certainty of Jife.  While then we shonld as
adherents of tlwl’rca‘b)‘lcﬁ:ml Church whomuy | rational ereatures, and especially as professing
Lo already there, nnd to endeavour also, ulti-; Christians, habitually exercine omselves in
mately, to originate a Mission among the abo- ' mumbering our days, and uppl.}'ing uursv.l\‘cs
vigines of the country. 13 is believed that. to heavenly wisdum, it i3 peculiarly our duty
sucl a Mission witl commead itself to the up- - to improve such a season us the present, by
proval of the mambers of our Church geners | retiecting on the past, and louking forward to
ally. Al necounts tentify to the very great ” the future, by carnestly aud prayerfully inguir-
jwportance of thess western seitfements, Oiher \ ing into our spiritual staicin llu.: sight of God,
Cliarches have already moved in this matte | ' and by forgetting the tings which ate belind
and wo ttust that the collection now to be taken " and reaching furth to the things Which are be.
up will be 8o genceral, uu;l 30 lil.c:lul in m"?umi ’ fore, pressing towards the mark for the prize of
#3 1o encourage these who may be appointed the high calling of Gud in Clirist Jesus. A new
to go out as Missionarics to the iuteresting’ year's geason is too frequently employed ina
region refecred to. i far ditferent way.  But 1o improve it inthe
T anmr T e i way we have indieated is cartaiuly the bestand
FOREIGN MISSION COMMITTEE Wisest mode.

This Comumitteclicld a weeting at Montreal!
on the 9th Dae, i turn sway our thoughts from ourselves—froma
After conference on the duty of the Chucch ! cousideration of vur own spiritual condition and
towards the scttluments on Vaacouvers', Island : prospects.  For Instunce, at such o season us
and British Colunbia, it was resolved to send, | this, we are very prone to look back upon the
if the Lord will, two  Missionurics thither, to past, only to think of the public cvents, and

Wemay all be conscious of a tendeney to
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and regard it as oue special duty to work the
wark given to a3 to do, and to make daily pro
gressjn our Cheistian comme, Our time for
spiritunl improviment. und for netiveo service
in the Lord's sineyard, may soon eomse to nn
end. Thehistory of the world taelf will come
to aconclusion. ‘The grent deama will have an
end. With reference to ourselvesindividually,
waare here but strangers nud sojourners,  Our
courso may soon be finlshed, In the course of
the past year manyhave passed away, and biaveo
goue to their nccount.  This yenr we too way
die.  Let us begin the year by giving ourselves
anew to God, and scekiag, by his grace, to
carry out more fully the preat end of our being,
serving the living anditrue God, and waiting for
s Son from heaven, Lot 8 seck habitually
to cultivate the frame of mind expressed by the
Christian Poct:
Now Hive;
But if to-night ¥ to-murraw ? Know 1 not,
O well for me, when 1 can leave my lot
Al unto God!
To him, my faithful service give,
And through his Spirits strength
Prepurs for iny account at length,
See the flower
Whiel full of brightness in the moming ehoge,
1t doeth o longer wave the wtalk upon
When evenimeg cotnes,
Bo lasts wan’s glory but un hour.
And canst thon soul, thus waste
A life that tlicth in such haste ¥
Stand thon clear
From earth, Here is thy strugule, vondop, reet,
Up, up mvsoul! press forward, heaven is
Liest ¥
Now lmsten hotme
Let carth secn distant, licoven tnere re.ur,
How soon ths lite doth fiy !
How svon comes that which shall not dje ?
Never delay.
To dothe duty which the heur Liings,
Whether it be in great or vmudlor things
For who dath know
What he shall do the coming duy ?
This moment is for thee!?
The neat perhaps thou shalt ot see
Father of alt
So let thy warning *wateh' be not in vain,
Let my soul hear.
And daiiy answer to the call,
Then sudden deatir shall Le
But a quick step to lie and thee!
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NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITY.—IND14.

There arc few principles that Lave recefvad
better confirmation from recent events, than
that of the conncetion between social religion
and soeiul safety,  ladia, by the sad experience
of theee two eventful years, has supplied the
most striking illustrations of this connection ;

gather together the Yreshyteriavs, aud such
others, us may Le found willing to seccive the
Wo:dg witl the ubterior view of conjuining
with this, xn cffort to christivuize the Pagan
Aborigines in thosuregivns, It wasalso agreed
to call to this woik, tao of the young Minis-
ters of the Churchiz whose autes will be pub-
lisired, so soon as their acceptanice of the ap-
pointiuent is signitied to the Convener,

Fer the suppost of thie Misson it was resolv-
e, totake the responmsibiiity of directing to-
s this object, the Geneal Coilection oa
the 3.d Sabbatihv of January, in accordance
with an understanding come to ut last Synod,

importunt occurrences wiich the pust year
wittiessed, forgetful of the interest which weo
ourselves have in the ragid lupse of time, The
past yeur has no doubt brought in its train
many important events, affeeting to no sl
degree, the welfare of mighty nations, In
Tudia, in China,in Japan, a3 well asuearer home,
sevents have taken plice during the past yeas,
wh el the future Bistorian will nete as fraught
with woinentots resuite (o the nations of the
wrth. But et us reqenter tha aaeh of us
lits & history of our own, that eaeh of us hins
tuterests of eterual duration and of pariounut
importance. Lt us learn 1o look more within,

though to whatever quarter we turn, proofs
in abundancencet our eye of theinesticiency of
auy public policy that ignores religion, and of
the failure surely awaiting cvery scheme of
nitional amelioration lhutu;?m\ls to uohigher
principle than expediency. laly, France, and
Awerics, teach the same Jesson ; how gricvous
4 the yoke of mere unreasoning force, and how
apr odily freedom jtsdf, declines into anareliy,
when refusing the detinitious of the divine law,

It will bie sad dndesd i he contly aaperience
of the List two years 1 to be loat on var nation.
Aud yet we do aot wonder at the agprehen.
sions which areeent specel of Lord Stauley lins
exeited, if it isto Le rararded wa i programme
of the pew policy, which hax been inangurated
for the vegulation of Indian affairs. 14 isas




