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his Urethren an edilving. warning, scasanable, and affectionate gaepei sere
mon. Even the parte alleged 10 bie exeeptinnable
sally, and wihoat the smaliest effrt. “Thev are 2a favhfsta preaching
of Cheint, that ksl hie nesmere, wha so veheasnly otjected to them,
been hamble, zealone yunisiers, and no, ae thev cedm to Have bern, acta

1, they conld

em 1o come m natus

aied by pade, and oppoarion to evanerhesd tnth and o
never fiave thought of sestng aay accastion on groamls ro anteaable
T2 ue quote only two aldisional paseazea frnm the arpmna =

“ 1 am persuaded” caye Mr BErakine, in ingaags winely micht be ap-
plied to many of the sucenseors of his eppanente of the present dav, “ that
carns) nntione of the hing lem of Chriat, whieh )a not of thng wartd, e at
the bottom of many of the evds and cormprinns of the day we hve ™

And again—" Let us obeerve the sigat of the times, anl whenever we
ohserve the danger a-coming, ewher from open encunes ar pretended
friends, ar our fellow <bmlders zoing wiong, let ue g ve the ey, iike futhe
fal watchmea.  And though they be offended, there is no help for that.
1t is & heavy charge that we lud by Gl agamstwome, as ahose, that they
were dumb doguthar eou'd not bark, hut prefesred their owa caraal easn,
unto the safety of the Clinrch.”

Insteal of affording jnst cause of comp'aint, thew pacagse, and the
others objected ta, cannot but be regarded, by evary impartial.prrean, a«
mild, yet manly stateieate of truth, anl witnrs-inze for God, agaunet
evils, which had not an imazinaey, but a real ecictence ; and they appear
to have given off'nee only beeanee they were true,

We have been the mare partienlas in onr reference to thic sermon, on
account of its impaziance in relation both ta the character of its anthor,
and to the events which it accasioned,  One sernon hae ofiea produced
great and glorious resslta.  We refer not to the conversion of sinners,
aad the progresy of befievera, which a preached gospel, in <olitarv ine
a1ances, has sametimes mort sigaally accomplidied, through God's bleess
ing ; but we tefer 1o the rite of inflaenual churches, in all the yond 1o
myriads of immortal soula which they have become the maans of secur-
ing, as hiaving been branght abaat by the bold and fanhbal testimany of
honnred individnals on some special aceacions  Heace one sermon in
modern times, by the Rev. Dr Marshall, of Kirkintilloch, Seotland, gave
the impulse to the voluntary contraverey, which willbe allowed by impas-
tial pasterity to have ariginated the Free Chureh of Seotinnd, ae a leading
minister of their own, ie saill to have, with spirited eandovr, publicly ac-
knowledzed—a denomination by which chartered Christianity, althongh
still advocated by many of them, has been matenally weakened, and
which is atill more to their honor, by wlich the rayal prerogatives of
Christ. and the Christan nights of the people, have been 1 some mencure
vindicated. And hence also, this onc sermon of the vencrated Me Ebe-
nezer Erskine may be regaeded as having onginated the Uaited Preshy-
terian Church—the princir''s and consututttion of which we humbly
believe to be cntirely seriptural, and to be in the highes: demree cangenial
to the spirit, and conducive to the ends of the Protestant Reformanon,

When Mr. Erskine’s sermon was dehwered, it gave offence to the pre-
wailing party, and he was forthwith called to an account.  And now the
ecclesias:ical courta entered on & process with this distinguished mmister,
and his distinguished coadjutors, which has led to results the most ine
portant, and which is sull telling, and destined to tell, on the iaterests of
pure Christianity in many patts of the world,

* At the afternoon meeting (10th October,) of the Synod, Mr. Adsm
Fergusson, munister at Logiesast, moved that sonte thungs were attered
by Mr. Erskine 1n s sermon 1n the forenaoa, which had given offence.”
Mr. Mereer, mmster at Aberdaigie, and Mr. Mackie, then at Forteviat,
afterwards at St. Niniang, joined Mr. Fergueson, upon swhich there was a
good deal of reasoning 1n the Synod, if there wasany ground of offence given
by any of the expressions condescended upon, as they stood in connexion
with the other pasts of Mr. Erskine’s discourse,  The deba.es and reason-
ings upon the sczmon, begun at this diet of the Synod, continued both on
the second and third days of the Synod's mecting, and then, by a plurality
of tit voies, Mr. Erskinc was found censurable, on account of several ex-
pressions emutted by ham in g sermon before the Synod,

The proccedings of the Synod were published afierwards, tagether wrth
some rematks on their procedure, in a priat en-uled,  The true state of
the Process.” Those who reasoned most warmly for censuring, were Mr.

Mercer, a hot, vialent man, & plague on the Presbytery of Perth, and
ost active always in abad canse ; and Mr. Maekie, more smooth, and
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more subtle than his brother, but lns hand sull sadeep 30 a conne of de-
fiction.  He waaafierwards traneparted to &1 Nunans, 8 lareer benefice,
and a vost chargs, and thete he wae eectied by a commnitee of the come
weston, the gesaer paet b fae, botle of eltersamd people, teclaming.
e warcet m i enu

1t atatton, fur the gocd wonveee he did to the pany
carryang on the preseat backsiding conrse, and it e mplit streagilien
tieir hande i the Pradyteey of Stchag. Alew Me Robert Craigie, of
Giendorg, advocate, elder, reacaned very warmly forcensuring. * He jaa
man that followa the fashion of the present ume - lus prneiples and con-
ductin the judicatories appeatr to be ot a picce” Mr. Wilson's manu.
seripta pantly unpnated

It juet conclusons are drawn from these noticen of the character of
those who were strenunus far censuting Me. Eeskine, they cannat he fa-
vorab's ta the party 1o whech these pereans belonged.  Me, Trekine, in
i sermon, aseerted that God's peaple, 3¢ 0 Churel, are " the frrest so.
ciety n the world*  But the conduct of the Synod, i thus canee, washike
that of a company of alaves, who, inetead of thanking the persan who
boltte and Kindlv maintatae their nght to be free, enmbme to insult him,
and axpress tlieir contentm=nt and deternunation to remain in pitiabla
bondage.

Tt it well known that, fiom the commencement of the nttack, neither
A, Erckine noe s dieconree recered anee,  The different propositions
ohjected to * were jumbiel tozether by 2 wh-canvnitiee, without natieing
their connexion with the other pacts « f his discourse, and not one of them
in the shape in witich it waa land before the Synod, so that they conld
not he justly reckoned lis; and thaugh Mr. Erskine rep'ied, yet the Syo
nod never naticed hianewers  They were determined to pracecd 1o sene
rare, that he and othere might he deterred from the ke honest, futhful
frecdom.”  (Wilkon®s Memmra )

‘The dicenesinn in the Sennil, it would appear, wae condducred with the
n'moet vimlencs, and continued for three dave  The prevailing porty
discovered an unhallowed determinatian 1o erash, of possible, everything
ttke faithfrlness and zeal for ¢ ¢ purice of relizion, nad the prosperity af
the church. A paner hat been prepared hy 3 committee containing
what were considesed exesptionable paseames in the seemon,  Me. Ere
kine, with difficults, abiained a <ight of it.  He evposed the charges
made as pr iong of lue s e, and the camments offered by
the Committee ae uncandid and frivolovs, Mr. Wilkon, and others who
honourably staod forth in his defence, declared that the candemnation of
Mr. Erskine, for aag thing that he had eaid, was not only to do him re.
rious injustice, but was to intraduce a nrw and chnoxisus term of minis.
tenal communion, namely, that no nunister shauld preach againet any
Act of Agsembly, though convinced in his conscience that it was unscrip-
tural 18 prnciple and eubversive of the lbieety and purity of the Church.
Notwnhstanding every effortof the faithtul few to vindicate Mr, Erskine,
the Svaod. by a majority, as has been #tated, of #ix votes, declared him
10 be deserving of censure.

As =000 as thus decision wwas paseed, Vir. Alexander Mozerifl, of Abere
nethy, entered hus dissent and protest against it, and in doing so, e tcas
joined by Mz, Mesk, the Moderator, Mr Wilson of Perth. and ten other
ministers, and two suling elders  Me Erskine himee)f protesied and ap-
pealed to the next General Assembly, in which he was joined by Mr,
James Fisher of Kinclaven, Ing sonsinelaw.  Mr. Erskine, having insisted
tha all further procedate should, in the meantime, be suspended, now
withdeew from the Couet. ** Bt xave Dr Andrew Thomeon, « unde.
terred hy this farnmidable minanty, and unchecked by Mr. Emkine's own
appeal of the case to the revisin of a higher Court, the Synod praceeded
the cavse, and gave it os their judgment that he should ‘be telivked and
admonialied to-marrow at their bar, on account of the passagesin his pere
man, reported by the Committee 5 and, 1n the event of lus nnt being pre.
sent toemotrow, that he chould be called up at their meeung i Apny
nest, and rebuked and admonished there in termisof the eentence. It g
one of the surest maihs of a corrupt Church, when ecclesiastical offrnces
are vinted with greater severirs than dactrinal errors or immoral acts.”
(To be continued.)

FREATA.
Page 91,ccl 2, line 15 from foot, fur ** grievances™ read  grimacies
93, w14 from foot, for ** this” 10ad * their” ~  (helieved.»
« 3 from foot, for ** were beheved,” read * were pot
92 from top, for * Mr. Uag.” read * Mr Hog,
+31 from 1op, for * Mr Uag,” read  Mr Hog"
51 from1op, for “* has,? tead * have.” .
46 from top, for * ameliorated,” read ¢ accelerated.”




