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Iii conclusion, a'dmlittingç that the evils we heen ertdare over-
dir,,wi, (w'hichi, liowever, Wdonot admit), stili, is it wise thiat U1ic Sabbat!î-
schools sliould furnish thiese books, at least excel)t midcer somne restriction
similar to Nvhiat -'ve hiave slugg.ested ? WlîateNer opinion inay 1)c eiitcrtaitied

iregrard te Uihenquestionî niov before lis, there is scarcely a division of scliai-jmeut that the proportion of these books nowv ini the schiools ccceeds ail proper
bolunds, anîd mnaiy very objectionable books, wvithout beiî:g chllned ave
beeîu throwvuî iinto Ouîr sclîools and are beig read to tie iinjuriy of our chliren.
Vie investigation of Uhe subject however, rings up agais va issee

hlierto an impenetrable barrier.

WI[AT SIILI1 WE DO?

l{ardly aiiy other books eau be obtained, and if thicy could the chlidren would
not read thein. \Ve believe the solution of the 1)iobleIi as griven above w~iI1
mieet the case. In this gyreat world of trutlh there are iuany more excellent
books flîaî alîy clîild wvi1l ever be able to recad, ;nid it seemns unfortinate to
supply thiem wvitlu what is, iii nîalîy cases, nothinîg better than mental trasli.
Iii Great Britain, ainong the Sabbathi-schiool wvorkers of our chutrelb, great at-
tention bias becît turiicd' for sone years ])ast to tlîis subjeet, and inaîîy truly
excellent works, decply interesting and instructive, are being puiblished býy our
book-rooin. Tie tities of the books and characteristic notes are publishied
froun month to nionth iii the Sitnd(ay-schtool .Akýqatziuce, and Nve inay well fo1lo\v-
the exaniple of our fathers anîd brethiren at homne on this subject. Let us
theil select for Our sehools books wvhich,) w~hile wvol writtenl and pleasautly
illustrated, shall also be food for thecir inids, on which thiey rnay become
strong,-nentally, nîorally, and reigriously,-anid tiien tliey -\vill 1)e able to do
successfal service in the great battie, of litè. A. A.

CRITICAL STUDY OF VIE Bnt. 2 V iat ten, is the criticaLl StUdy Of the
Old Testament anid the New ? It is the scientific, pluilosophical, rnan!i)y study
of a series of books which, as any Christiani mil believes, nay, knowvs, are of
the vcry lirst importanice to the, wvorld. And dees any Christian man reaily
say mhtle iaus toet a ' With anly thingc less thanl the scientifie,
philos.,phical, iianily stu(ly of the books ? Docs lie reafly mean to take his
opinion of theiu at second an-adat, seconid hiand, perhaps, from very
questionable or very ill-educated teachers ? If a, manî really ineaus timat lie
knows more anci botter thian is tauglit in the Sermon on the Mouxit, or that lie
eau corne nearer God than the Saviour briligs hîmui in the fouirteenith chapter
of Johni, thiat is onîe tlinig. Tlîat inan nmay, wi a certain consistency, excuse
ixnself froni carefuil and adequate study of the Bible; but evenl iii that con-

sistency there is a lamentable confession: "tI kulow vcry littie of the Bible
therefore I do not wvant to knoîv any mnore." But not to inquire into the dutýy
or the choice of that iiiii,-for othier mcin, for iil Who have found Jestis
Christ '.o be thecir livîig ],ielp, axîd the Holy Spirit the truc leader of life,-is
it a natural or consistent thing for theun te say, tlîat tliey are satisfied w'ith a
Sunday-school. kuiowledgce of our indifferent vc.rsicin of the Bible, and that thecy
will iiot attempt to extend that knowlIedge by a systcmaitic or a critical study
of it in the original? rIo say the very least, have sitch meni the riglit to pro-
nounce, a 1wiori, thiat sueli study mnust be functional, formai, and dull?


