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for two, ministers. It is absoltiy acces-
sary that this field sbould be occupicd by
thc Synod ivithout dclay, fer if inatters arc
Icft inuel longer as they arc, the people
ivill bc alicnated froim our churcb and it
will bc vcry difficuit to bring thein baciz.

.Ail whichi is rcspectfully submittcd.

COLPORTAGE REPORT.
WVc give the following extracts froin the

report on Colportage subinittcd to the Sy-
nod by the convener of the comnnittce, the
Ruv. J. I. Baxter. Thei report is fur the
ycar endiug 3Otlî June, 1866:

Fathers andt Brethrcai,-Last year your
eomrnittc e cre cnablcd to rcport, that lày
a siieial effort they liad succccdced in paying
off wie debt of £70 whici liadt been na-
veidably contracter., and for some time had
rctarded thecir progrcss : and also that thcy
bail procured a loan of £90, for one ycar
without interest, in order te procure a sîxp-
p ly of bookcs on the most moderate tenms.
Thus rclicvcd froin the ineubus of the dcbt,
and invigorated by a fresh supply, we have
been carrying on the businebs with more
energ,,y, as far as wc could procure activec
colporteurs.

Mr. James Baxter was ont-aled in the
usual way for about twao rnontls, called
upon 3693 familics, avith about the ordinary
measure of suecess ; after wliiclî lic svns cm-
ployed tili the winter set ia vcry severe, as
Bible colporteur in the special service of the
îNational Bible Society of Scotland.

Mr. Johin Maxwell lias been one of tliý
most persevering and successful of our col-
porteurs of late ycars. Thioughi in busy
beasons, as sccd time and liarýcst, lie lias
been otlierwise egcdat hoine ; yet lie
lias spent about 7ý months in our service
during the last scason. lc lias usllcd tapon
3,410 families-converbed or prayed. %ith
3415.-zul 1,733 vols., reali,.iag about £162
-given gratis 82 vols., valued at.£4 Gs. 6d.,
and distributed about 4,600 pages of tracts;-
and othcrsvise enideavoured to pironsotte the
intcrests of religion as, oppurtunity oa»ired
in providence.

Mr. James Gordon of Earltow n, anotlier
old and cxpcriened lîand, lias stili a consi-
derable supply of books, and thougli wc
have bocard both direct'y and indirectly of
bis bcing cnigng-cd in the work, we cannot
say tu siN iat exteat or %Nith ivliat sticcCss, as
we ]lave rcccivcd only a vcry limitud statib-
tient report. * * * * * * * *

Mr. Johin Dickson albo of Clarinount,
Cumuberland, the north-wcst Lxtremity uf
the proiimcc. Thougli lie does net îîoi
devote blis time and talents tu tliis business,
yet kecps a supply of books and e.,pccially

of bibles and testaments always on iianý,
and selis and circulates tliem, as fast and xs
far as lie eau, vitliont intcrfering witlî )is
ordinary business. Z

Mr. Jolhn Lamont, probationer, also fias
now' takeni thte place of theo bible coiportmr,
and altlîouglî lie is in the special servicc: of
the National Bible Society of Scotland, ;'et
ho endeavours to make himself genera:ly
useful wlicrever lus services may be requir-
cd, in visitiîîg tiho sick, attendiug pra-yer
meetings anid sabbath schools, and occasion
ally preacliing tiho word in destitute beau.i
tics. Ho has passed thnronigl varions Ro-
man Catliolie settiemeuts, aud lias endea-
n-oured to serve lus SIaster theore as c'se-
nvhere ; -%itli what cifeet is not kuowu, but
miay yet be brouglît to light wvhen and where
least cxpected.

Besides the above wve have sold fromn tînt.
dcenot, in single volumes, sînail parcels,
aud Sahbath schiool lihîraries, a cousiderable
mimber, se tlîat our stock of about 3000
vols. of last year is almoot exliaustedl.-
Tînese added te the number prcviously sold
since we commcuced operations in 1852,
malle about 65,000 volumes. Thle prime
eost of those bas amouuited te a little over
S20,000. To tlîis from 30 te 40 per cenlt.
lias te lic added te cover expenses, sucb as
frei -lit, exehauge, salaries, libeotnt on in
jured books, &ec, licuce thec necessity for
aid from thîe cliarcli to make that addition
as small as possible. Our aim lias beca te
seli the books at tbe lowest; price wc eau
witlîout positive loss, and Nve believe that
'vo have succeeded in keeîuing most of tem
iower tlîan flie current scliiing prices.

We ba% e uow been fourteun3-cears euga-,.
cd iin tiîis business. Wc have, duriuig tliat
time, l)een eircuiating bibles and religieus
books nt the rate of abouit 4500 yenrly, at
the prime cost of about $1400 p>er anni,
andi at tuie ycnrly expense of about S600 or
$7î00, aud ail] the direct assistance tlîat; se
have olitaiucd from on.: churcli duriug tiîat
pcriod lias euiy about covcred eue ycar's
cxpk;iîsc; yct wc uosv appoar before you t>
grive ail accounit of our stewarî1silp, frec
from debt, Ilain not only paid off tlic
old ebt, as ZC9 otind u aise, re

ncwv stiuply, besides haviug stock in the
liands ut colporteurs amouutiug te about
S400, aud a uew suppiy ordcrcd.

We speak njut tliis by way of boastiîîg,
or for tihe purpose of ostentation, b'ut tinan
yeni may sec cicarly the nature and extent
of eur labours, aud the diffieity thiat '
have in carry iug on the business icithntt
capital, wi(Lîout profit, and twitliozt bccoadau.q
iasolucat. Thib course is the more nceessary
nuçv ishen ive have poiverful rivals in tbe
samie field of eperations, supportcdl by t1ue
Ameriuma Tract Socety, and patronized by
foue of oursuulves. Our rivalry, indcc'),
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