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when hie heard about the sick man, hecon-
sented o go with Nahobili.  So he tied up
his dinner again and gave it to Nahobili to
carry, telling him to go on before. At this
juncture Mr. Gordon unhappily sent away
his own two lads to cut <ome wood of which
he was in want, telling them to feteh the
wood and wait il he should return after
dinner. Nuhobili refused to go foremost,
requesting Mr. Gordon to do that, which he
dig. ‘They had not proceeded far towards
the house, when a man who had heen con-
cealed in the bush, sprang out and aimed a
blow at Mr. Gordon with a hatchet. e
raised his arm to ward off’ the blow, and
reeeived a slight wound. Ile then ran
pursued by Nahobili.  Ilis progress was
goon obstructed by asteep place inthe path,
covered with loosestones,  While in theact
of ascending this height, his savage pursu-
ers overtook him. Nahobili struck him a
severe blow on the back, ncar the loins, in-
flicting a deadly wound. e fell and a sc-
cond blow in the neck from the man who
first struck him put an end to his life. Ihis
death must have been instantancous, ag the
apine wassevered, as were also the principal
arterics of the neck.

¢ One of the men named Ubel, now rush-
ed on towaxrds the house to complete the
dreadful tragedy. Mrs. Gordon had heard
a noise, and she and the gitl who was with
her had gone outside in consequence.  She
asked the girl what the noise was ; whether
it was the lads who had gone to cut thatch
roturning or what 2 Ubel passed round be-
hind the servants and the cooking housc,
which were in therear of the dweliing house,
and came stealthily behind Mrs. Govdon,
and struck her a seveve blow in the side with
a hatchet,  He struck her a second blow on
the neck and all was over. Her liberated
spirit was with that of her martyred hushand
before the throne. Iappily she knew not
what had befallen him till she reached that
world where they grieve no more.

« Phe servant girl witnessed the murder
of Mrs. Gordon. Terror stricken she fled
down to the Bay where the lads were at work
with the fearful intelligence, The lads felt
as if paralysed. Good faithful Joc and
Mana made an effort and led the way.—
They madeall possible haste, lest the bodies
should be carricd off to the oven. They
found Mr. Gordon’s body at the rise in the
path where he fell.  Four of them returned
with it to the Bay. The other four went
and brought the body of Mrs. Gordon.”

After giving Mr. Milne’s accounts of the
burial Mr. M. adds :—

«From what we havesaid it will be seen
that the encmics'of Mr. and Mrs. Gordon
-would not in all probability have succeeded

in their designs against them had they been
nearer their fiiends in the Bay., There was
another peeuliarity in thecourse adopted by
our brother, which had very serious bearings
on the safety of himself and Mrs. Gordon,
and on the interests of the Mission, to which
we must refer.  The following extract from
a letter addressed by Mr, Geddie to the Se-
cectary of the Mission Commiittee of the
Presbyterian Church in Nova Scotia, with
which Mr. Geddie is connected, and to which
Mr. Gordon belonged will explain our
meaning,  Mro Geddie says—*“NXs Mr.
Gordon was & public man, hig plans aud
operations form a lawful subject of remark,
I would gladly avoid allusion to the subiect,
bug it wonld not be just to the camse. I
speak the honest sentiments of my heart
when I sey that our late brother was a goud
man, an earnest minister of Christ, and in
gertain cirenmstances would have bheen *a
burning and shining light.”  But his views
of the noble enterprise in which he was en-
waged were peenliar, It is already known
to the Charch that he had adopted strange
views about native agents, and that he car-
vied on the work without theaid of that va-
luable class of men. Ile lived long enough
to <cc his crror, but not long enough to cor-
rect it. _Ie was carnestly in scarch of the
ageney—which at one time he so lightly es-
tecmed—at the time of his death. The
question in favour of native agency in the
Pacific Isles has been settled by the expe-
rienee of nearly half & centnry ; and theex-
tent to which God has blessed the labours of
native teachers, shows that the system has
the sanction of heaven. It is trae that these
rood men have their shortcomings and im-
perfections, and could not, as ageneral rule,
be ¢xhibited as models of Christian excel-
lence.  But it is cqually true that their sim-
ple faith, their self-denial, and their readiness
to endure all things for Jesus’ sake and the
Gospels, often excite admiration and grati-
tude to God. It was a dangerous experi-
ment which Mr. Gordon tried, when he set
his views and practice on the subject of na-
tive agency in opposition to those of almost
every Missionary in the South Sca Islands.
Instead of striking out any new course, he
puts himself in the positionof the first Mis-
sionawies to Polynesia, who from necessity,
lahoured unaided and alone ; mostof whom
were eitherkilled or driven from their work ;
and the result has not been different on Lr-
romanga. e nceded help to scatter the
seed of divine truth throughout the length
and breadth of the island, and to mect the
cvil influences against him. Had he placed
himself at the head of the native teachers
whom he found on Erromanga a few years
ago, guided them in their labours, and in-
creased their numbers, as ncw  openings
presented themselves, there is much reason
to believe, uiat that sad catastrophe which



