
The Auditor General and the
D~~fsSContracta

AMOTIoN was moade in the H.usc of
onmna iev the opiposliti 'n favon of

granting adilitionall powers to the aliittr

generai. This uuctiii wa.a otjecteil t , l'

the governm ent on tlîe grî,ulnll that it aa

tnealledl for, îînncccoeary anîl inexpeicut.

TheMiniater of Justice u'elle the utaicunient

twice and it was flot contraditec' tiuot the

opposliti coll flot point tu the expcîidi

tille or long oif a singlte icîtiar (if Pubilic

tnoaey due tii alîY laik Of Pliwcr' lIe t'le

part of the Alidîtur tieneral. Hc aent

farther than ltai atîd gave a very excel

lent illusatrationf iii ttîc Hîîîîc of lits ex-

tremely widc potreri 1îoss,edi lis* the AtO

ditor lienreal. The elaupl" wa.. cîîntaiaeît

in the Davis contrait for thc lightiag andl
Oorstton of the Ciîrnwatt canal. This on-

tract mine entered ii hy the tats tiinucrv
ative goverunient. Il tama. reitraen le tPu

by the prestent giieernInen., omut ie tîis

note contraet amokeit a scandi. IHe ilcier

mined to qnetioln the valiitity of tlie cn

tract, the cot of the service lu theeoatrec,

tor. and a nnn.ber of mitaîler ulattens Of

lîttIe m'tcoDflf. For thia plrîiose he re-

talned the sapeneivea of Mr. A. B. Apte.

worth. K.C., and of speniail engineering

and ebactrical experts. beaides exantining
the englacer of the Departuient in cnarge

of the canal.
The Audîtor canme to the conclusion thnt

the nSw contrant had beean su change.] ai.

ta *1thrnw away every ssfegnsrit whiclî

hall beau provlded with ao lunch labor and

forethought,'' To hîuî the transaction wso

-insxplicable~ and -the loat by acting on

the agreumnt of 11(0 inatead of on the

ageent of 1806 tilt lie $1,0i0.000.O

This was s rînat mettons indimtnîvent, aad

no miolier the. prea.. wrntc if iup lnuer

sar? headllnco. The very fart that the

new contract was malle for m4 yve#rý il.
stead (if for 21 as in the original contrai't

seemted t.) incliate a great pull on Ille

part of th c Ontractor.
But whRt wore thei fait.
W~hea the tling coule tol ho tilrRhi( t Cl

in parliatuelît it wHa. Proveil thaI the or.

gîxal curme wuo for 84 ye8rs an.d that thert

lîsd beea no linC
1 

extenson a., atlegedý Tii

extiraorijflry teattore (It ttilii ava that ti,

part of tue@ lease 11led t, lie tnnm andt coui

t itioiii anitexeit tO the teic. was OfiiittiiI

t'y the Auiditor Eleneral fitn, lIis tir. atcd

copty of the leame. The Mia ister ot luýi..

Also .. tated that thle new roa.îract dîd rud

ditter tron. the 44d in respect te, any ow,

Of iii featiîre, Tite origiae; Iontrac. gets

iîirth that the contraitoi iii to uît oacPI."se

iniohber o r lights aid s"11 eltctricalîoweýr
:,.,.Ietcrilned by the. gîiverniaeflt eniti

acer. Tb e 116w contract miuîuplY fileit thie

nauiber af ligluto and amant of horse

power. The Oppoiutioni aere suced nt

flua ataterient of the Miniater Of .iustice-
whieh pricked thImliotle if tt.e taditiil'

(teneral cuuI1.tet'ti tl jii sbthtantiatt8d 1-Y

trie diatinguliell legiat advice which the

Aliditor (teneral hiraîcif obtained. NIt.

Aylesworth, limiter date of Jolie l4th, tt902.

said

-Thtisagreemîent of 0r ltlth 1tt1KO in ftii

nsiioUnl to nottiln coure thonI the fine'11
the inat itiei of he electrinal lio"se powine
and eletirie light the ciîatractor iii to m'Ii'

o(n tliu evidenre ituerefîîre offcrcd bp tile

Axilitor (jereral him.uetf the neuvatiI

irettead of muakiagz such change a.. to lu

volve the lo t if $t01.1(0iiuply i.

the noraher of lightsansd the aliuant

tîoree powver f0 h ftiapplieit.
Thc Oppoailtion. reiying On the stali


