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FRIDAY FRAGMENTS.

Karma is the law of consequýences
arising fromn previous actions, flot inr the
serise of constraining one to adopt any
particular line of action, but as affording
the circuinstances in ivhich action is re-
quired. Karmna loads the gun and you
have to decide about aiming it in any
desired direction, or firing it off at ail.

Karina is the reconciliation betiveen
the two probleins of free-wvill and neces-
sity. 0f your own free ivili you mnay
choose to act in any desired way in any
given set of circuinstances, or you may
choose to refrain froni action. What you
do ivili determine the circuinstances of
youir future, and you may find these to be
of a limiting character, giving srnali
range of choice. But the freedom of
choice stili reniains, to act in one of
several ways, or to refrain froin action.

The reason for the distrust with wvhich
nîany people hear of theosophy is due to
their entire ignorance of what theosophy
is, or wvhat the Theosophical Society aims
at. They jump to the conclusion that
w'hat tbey xîever previously lieard of must
be something bad, and they fill out the
evil reputation they thus assuaie by asso-
ciating with tbeosophy ail thl- bad things
they ever heird of about anything, aibeit
tbeosophy may have nothing to do with
sucb things at ail].

The difference betwvecn the ideas of
Karina and Fatalisin is radical. Karina
assumes a positive, active viewv of life
wvhile Fatalisin involves a negative, pas.
sive one. Being on tlie manifested planes,
implies either doing or suffering; Karina
is doing, while Fatalismn is suffering.
Karmna implies the fulfiliing of the lawv
Fatalism meaus niere subniission to the
law. Karima imparts - Fatalisin receives.
The two ideas are the resuit of two differ-
ing conceptions of the Deity. The
Fatalist bows before a superior Power
whlose acts hie lias neither the riglit nor
the ability to question. The believer in
Karmna recognizes hiniself as an essentiai
part of that Powver, an agent and niinister
of the XVill, ivhich he mnust endeavour to
rnanifest and obey to the very highest
liînit of lis intelligence.

Most people are wvaiting for God (or
Karmna) to corne and do something for
thein. Progress is attained only by
action, by doing soniething for God, by
carrying out the lawv. IlNot believers
oniy, but doers."

The comiwonest objection to helief in
re-incarnation arises from a misconcep-
tion of the conditions of re-embodimnt.
The niost discontented person will pro-
babiy prefer his present surroundings to
those of bis chiidhood, and %vould proba-
bly be exceedingly disgusted if conipelled
to attend primary scliool, and play
children's gaines ail day long. Your
present life is the life you have grown
into. You were not transplanted there
suddenly and vioiently. Re-birth is flot
a sudden or violent process. The Ego
proceeds from stage to stage in the acqui-
sition and assimilation of experience.
When the experience accumulated in one
body is adequately digested, during the
Ilbeaven Il period of rest betwveen earth-
lives, tbe Ego returns to earth for a fresh
series of experiences. Tliere is variety
enough in Nature to provide bumanity
wit h ever varying instruction.Ths
wh'o make the best of tbeir present lives
need neyer fear to be subjected to the
saine train of events that lias been the
cause of thieir griefs and sorrowvs or sati-
ating pleasures in their present incarna-
tion. We may advance continually, but
can only do so through the infinite
changes of life and death.

END OiF THE WORLX) AND THE
HIUGHER AGNOSTICIS3I1.

If ive fail into the sun then -we shall be
fried; if we go away froin the sun, or tbe
sun goes out, then we :Fhall be frozen.
So that, so far as the earth is concerned,
we have no means of deteriiiining what
will be the character of the end, but ive
know tbat one of these two things mnust
take place in turne. But in regard to the
Nvhiole universe, if wve were to travel for-
ward as wve have traveiled back'vard in
turne, and consider things as falling to-
gether, w~e should corne finally to a great
central miass, ail in one piece, ivhich
ivould send out waves of beat tbrough a
perfectly enpty ether. and gradualiy cool
itself down. As this miass got cool it


