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[Uead before the Natural Ilis tory Society of Montreal.]

Geologc.y bas shewn that over a great part of the earth's surface
we eau say, alniost withont hyperbole, IlThe ast we tread upon
was once ilive.' Great and very extensively distributed beds of
rock are of orgranic origin, made up of the reinains of the liard
parts of animais, and these ofteu of very minute dimensions, In
the bed of the sAa, more especially i the coral regions of the
Pacifie, the Thdian ocean and the equatorial Mtandie, ,achi deposits
are now manifeqtly in pr6iress on a large scale; and in the arche-
pelagos of the Pacifie, the Bermudas, and the peninsala of Flot ida,
we have examples of these moder, formations elevateýi into land.
Similar phenomena exist on a Qtill greater scale in the Tertiary
rocks; as for instance in the Nummiilitie limestunv.s, extending
from the west of Europe ahnost contintiously into Ind la, butit up
into mountain masses in the Alps, Pyrenees, Cat patliians and
flimmalayat-, and furnivhing the inaterials of the &_ýy jtian. Pyra-
mids, and of thousands of liumbler structures. In tiie secondary
period, the chalk and xnany of the oolitic limestones' lir. sent simi-
lar phenomena. Similar organie rocks occur in ail tdie inembers
of the palmozoie series down to the lowest Silutian; an-1 in these
earliest periods of the earWhs geological history, w1len organie
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