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State of Agriculture in Great Britaiu-Lonidon
Cattle Show--The Prize Animals-Prices of
Meat-Cross-bred Cattle7-Over-fattening, &o.

Ir was foir a long time the universal habit, and is
stil o ua l.uge extent the habit, of many of those
connected wvith commercial callings,trades and niaîi-
fatctures in tits couintry, ta look upon agrculture
-cry much as if niearly out -if not, indeed, altogether
utit-uf the pale of thoeý a1s aînd s.iences iwhicl min-
ister to the gre.atnessof uui country -a to he me.ilth,
the comfort, or the luxury of lier peuple. Very
unichli the fashion wvas it thus to treat f.irming as a thing

of nu accuînt, and tu ,hîarauterize those practically
engaged in its piursîuits-if indeed tliey were deened
worihy ofany notice atall-as men dead to every feel-
ing of i ea progress, littile infhuience by what was
<,Iled, anda is still caled, in the langu.ige of scientific
cant, the enlightenient of the age; and as tlie
-- slowest of the slow," to quote the one phrase in
hort u hih compriehends al the contempt a fast

main of business, of triade or manufactures, can
show towards agriculture. We are by no means
exaggerating the matter as betwecn mcn of business
on the one hand mid fmieirs on the other i we have,
in trutb, simply stated the fact as if for a long time
existed. Evidence of it was to bc met everywhere,
fron the pages of Punch, in the cartoon, of ifs cari-
caurists, i the liceading artkles of ur papers, in the
Sft01e-s o! ur magazines ,cthe poor farmer was always
made the buit of wit, and Lis very niame used as the
synonym If blowness. Nor was this muich tu be
wondered .t, aft. all, for iile, un the one hand,
every attenti wiis paid by the GoCvernment to the
demanda, and every hlp given te the necessities, of
trade, commerce and anufactures-while their in.
terests were represented by a Special Board, the
President of hich had a scat in the Cabinet ofIler
Majesty-while " retuirns' andl "reports" were re-
gularly issucd ith all the prestige ai official position
-. Agriculture, oun the uther Land, was doumei tu
languish in neglect, the very Cinderella of the nation.
She had, and has still, no Board, no Minister; no re-
turns have beien issued, li statistics given, by which
those inerestedL in her progress could leam whether
aie was making that growth which was to be desiired,
or falling into that decay which was te be dreaded.
Notwithstanding ail this, there were those a ho knew
that British agriculture was not stanling still, but
that shc was making Steady, if silent, progress ; that
her followers were not the Slowest Of the slow ; but
that contrariwise. tley were takiig note of the in-
ternial progress in other arts anI sciences. striving
Low far they could draw towards themselvcs the aids
which theze coulil afford ; in bi ici, thit firniers iere
in reality bilnging to the aid of agriculture those
sciences which have ino-, at last, aided, and aided
mightily, its practical progres, by new discoveries,
new powers and new procelses. Thus it is that dine
bas gradually brought about a more just and gener-
ous appreciation of the position held by agriculture, 1
and thus if is that the publie mind genemlly of
Great Britain ls beginning to learn the great truth,
that " agriculture is the mother of alh the sciences, i
the nurse of aIl the arts ;" that she claims, and la
fully entitled to the caim of pre eminence over
manufactures, trade and commerce, from ber sapc-
rior uiseulacus, as well as froam ber carlier origIn.
For our part, we admit of no rival nîcar lier throne ;
we clain for her the higiest position, and are quite
ready fo endorso the saying of one of the most bril-
liant expositurs of lier principles, who one day, whIle f
descanting uipon the pleasures of farming, remarked
to us, " Agriculture is a noble pursuit; the farmer. i

gir, is a creator." Holdling such opinions, then, your
readers wlll perceive that in this, and in the succeed-
ing papers which wo hope to have the privilege to
present to then in the pages of Tas CÂSADà FAuRMER,
the honour of the science or art will by no means
suffer at our bands, nor will lier dignity lie lessened
or compromised. We purpose, in these paper<, to
lay beforo your readers a fairly completo and ex-
haustive rela'ion of ail that happens throughout the
ycar in connection with events and topies which are
likely to bu or practical interest, und which take
placo and arise lii the various districls of GreIat
Britain. Vhile noticing ail matters having relatuin
to practice, me do not intend to overlook those whit.h
are connected with theory, bearing ever in iind
th'e true connection which ouglit to subsist btnteens
themn. Thtus much by way of pref.îe, for the length
of which wo pray your readers to pardon us-and ibis
thcy will do, iwe feel assured, on looking at the titk
of our paper, which comprehends a pretty wide
licenso mii the way of talking. These papers are
intended to be characterized by ail the peculiarities
of gossip; we shall thus bc free ta say what ve have to
say without being trammelled by the iecessities of a
strict classification or subjcets. We shall -seize the
humour as it flies ;'' we shall go from theimle to
theme, fron a fact of one kind to that of quite an
opposite character -" fron grave tu gay, fiuini i% cly
to severe;" but with ail this, not forgettiig what the
object of our papers is-to communicateinformation-
that it is not so mchi how we say a thing as that % c
must havo som thing to say.

The great event of the month bas been the Smith-
field Club Cattle Show, held in the Agricultural
Hall, Islington. This is one of tlie most important, if
not the most Important, of ail our Stock Shows. No
Su<iety lias doue more tu impro% c the breed of our
cattle, sbeep and pigs, than has the imithfield Club,
and its meetings, therefore, are always looked for-
ward to with great interest loy faurmers. as there will
be found displaycd the very best of the animais of
cach class which the varions districts of the kingdom
can furnish. In consequenco of tie Catle Plague or
Rinderpest, the interests of the Club lave been ma-
terially influîenced, if we cannot say injureil, so lai
as the exhibition of cattle is concerned, through the
restrictions placed upon the movements of cattle
from one district to another, and which prevented
cattle forming. for some time, a feature of the An-
nual Show. For the first tame smince the breaking out
of the Plagte, cattle were this year exhibited, but
under the restriction or stipulation, that aIl were
to bc slaugltered within ten days of the closing of
the Show. Fromt this it may be supposed that a con-
siderable influence of a deterrent kind was at work
to prevent the Show fron ieing so i ery wcll attend
ed by breeders ;as miglit otierwi.se hav beci the
case. Notwithstanding this restriction, and further,
notwithstanding the comparatively short notice
which breeders Lad th..t an exhibition of cattle wouild
bc permitted at all-for at une time this was very
doubtful-the number of stock exhibited far excecd-
cd the number shown in 1861, which was the last
year at wihich the Show was held at Baker Surcet
Bazaar, the crush and crowd in the confined gal-
eries of which some of your readers may perhaps
have had experience. Thtus in 1561, taldng ai clases,
the number of classes exhibited was 169, aganst 213
n Ibis year. One very remarkable feature, and
wortby of special notice here, as illustrative of the
change of views of breedurs with reference te purity
of breed as against cross breeds for fattening pur-
poses, which has talien place within the last few
yeurs, is shown in the returns for 1861 and those for
1867. Thus in 1861, while the cross breeds oily
numbered 8, in 1867 they had doabled ; whilc, on t
lie other hand, there bas been a remarkablo coinci-
danice in the nuiber exhibited in the two years
nl the vuire breeds. with the excetion of the

Herefords, which have more than doubled. We
need scarcely wonder, however, at the increasing
estimation in which cross breds for fattening purpo-
ses are held, when we consider the rapid manner in
which they inicrease lu weiglt, and the high price
which they now bring. The breed preferred for
crossing is the Shorthorn gencrally, which for this
purpose is used everywhere. Pure-bred cattle in
some districts havo gono alinost quito ont, notably in
Scotland, where the cattlo are nearly all cross-brede.
One thing sceme pretty well established fromt the ex.
periecie of the more recent cattle markets, that more
mîoiey ib to bc got ont of a herd of crobs-breds than
out of on of pire-breds. Upon this point we shall
have somcthing more Io say at a future period.

To return to the tispLay of stock at the Smithield
Show, ive have already noted that in spite of the re-
strictions uipon the cattle department, the display
was woiderfully good, bLoth in number of animal
and in iiiahtiy. At the samo time we are not inclined
to characterize this ycar's display in the high terms
employed by some critics,-rather, indeed, are we
inclined to think that, as a wiiole, the points of the
animals do not even i lIth best of the exhibits come
up to, certainly they do not go beyond, the standard
offered by the exhîibits of former years ; while in
many cases they fall far below iL. IL la much more
easy to indulge in the language of indiscriminato
thian in that of discriminato praise. Titus, in respect
of the l'olled Ox (in the class of Scotch Polled
Steers or Oxen of any age) exhibited by the celebra-
ted breeder, Mr. W. McCombie, of Tillyfour, Aber-
deenshire, Scotland, ail sorts of high-flown expres-
sions have been used-uf which that of "wonder-
fli is probably the least highly spiced. Yet, to
our iind tiis uîndoubtedly fine Ox, and which in
many resp.cts deserved the fi-at prize wbich iL ob-
taineid, was certaintly more - wondcifîul" in respect
ol its huge bulk and propor.uns, than of its ihand-
somoe symmetry-indeel, this is scarcely the teri ta
ise respecting it, for fromt the thickness with wvhich

the flesh wias got up to, aud the irregularity with
which it was laid on, symmetry was not at ail appar-
eut. Such, however,.was the animal, as a whole, and
suic the reports wliich had beien made of it, that
lier 3.ajesty conceived a desire to iuspect it persan-
ally, for which purpose tis Behemoth of the bovine
breed was sent down by Express te Windsor-an
offer of him at the sane time accompanying him
fromli the owner. This present, however, and as wC
think with good taste, lier Majesty did not acoept,
but ordered a " Royal baron of beef " fron him te be
forwarded by the buteber who might. kill bim. He
bas been secured for this purpose byMessrs. Lidstone
and Scarlett for the sum or £120 sterling- 4600--a
rather " tall " price, as a Yankee would designate It.

Ilaving named lIer Majesty in connection with
one feature of this Show, We are naturally reminded
that Her Majesty was berself an exhibitor In the
cilas of Devon steers, not excecding two years and
six niontls old ; in which shc took one first priz.
This was a fine animal, not of great sizo, but beau-
tifully formed, with fine quality of ficlh. In the
clas of Ilereford aters, not exceeding three year
and six months, ber Majesty was also an exhibitor,
and the winner of the second prire; Mr. Beach, of
Diîudley, taking the first prize for an animal by no
means remarkable for fineness, although possesiag
at least one very good point. Although the Bere-
ford breedis mor distingiished jor produclng good
fatteners rather than milliers, still some of the latter
are very one. At tI Show, Ur. Bettridge, of Eut
Hannay, took the Ort prize in the clus of cows
above four years old, with an animal which, for sone
points, excels any other which las been previously
exiibited-th line from back or chine to rump, with
tie depth of the frame, being something specially
worthy of notice. In the Shorthorn Steers- not-ex-
ceeding two ycars and six months, the Duke of
Sutherlnnd took the fir,t prize with an animal baviag
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