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It was for a long time the universal habit, and is
still to & laige extent the habit, of many of those
connccted with commercial callings,trades and manu-
factures in this country, to look upon agriculture
very much asif nearly out —if not, indeed, altogether
vut—of thu pale of thosv arts and siiences which min-
ister to the greatuess of o country- to the wealth,
the comfort, or the luxury of her people.  Very
much the fashion wasit thus to treat farming as a thing
of nv account, and to haracterize those practically
cogaged in its pursuits—if indeed they were deemed
worthy ofany notice at all—as men dead to every feel-
ing uf 1eal progress, little influenced by what was
catled, and is still called, in the language of scientific
cant, the cnlightenment of the age; and as the
« slowest of the slow,” to quote the one phrase in
short which compreliends all the contempt a fast
man of business, of trade or manufacturcs. can
show towards agriculture. We are by no means
exaggerating the matter as between men of Lusiness
on the one haud and farmers on the other ; we have,
in trutb, simply stated the fact as it for a long time
existed. Evidence of it was to be met everywheére,
from the pages of Punch, in the cartoons of its cari-
caturists, in the leading articles of vur pupers, in the
stoties uf vur magazines ; the poor furmer was always
madc the butt of wit, and his very name used as the
synonym of :lowness. Nor was this muchtv be
woundered ut, after all, for while, vn the one band,
every attentivn was paid by the Guvernment to the
demands, and every belp given to the necessitics, of
trade, commerce and wanufactures—while their in-
terests were represcuted by a Special Board, the
President of which had @ scat in the Cabinet of Her
Majesty —while returns™ and “reports” were re-
gularly issued with all the prestige of official positivn
—Agriculture, ou the other Land, was doomed to
Janguish in neglect, the very Cinderella of the nation.
She had, and hasstill, no Board, no Minister ; no re-
turns have been issued, no statistics given, by which
those interestud in hier progress could learn whethier
ehe was making that growth which was to be desired,
or falling into that decay which was to be dreaded.
Notwithstanding all tbis, there were those who knew
tbat British agriculture was not standing still, but
that she was making steady, if silent, progress ; that
her followers were not the slowest of the slow ; but
that contrariwise, they were taking note of the in-
ternal progressin other arts and sciences. striving
how far they could draw towards themselves the aids
which these could afford ; in baicf, that farmers were
in reality bringing to the aid of agricaltare those
scicnces which have now, at last, aided, and aided
mightily, its practical progress, by new discoveries,
new powers and new processes.  Thus it is that time
has gradually brought about a more just and gener-
ous appreciation of the position held by agricuiture,
apd thus it is that tho public mind generally of
Great DBritain is beginning to learn tho great truth,
that * agriculture is the mother of all the scicnces,
the nurse of allthe arts;” that she claims, and s
fully entitled to the claim of pre eminence over
mantfactures, trade and commerce, from ber supe-
tior uscfulacss, as well as from her carlicr origin.
For our part, wo admit of no rival ncar lier throne ;
we claim for her the  highest position, and are quite
ready to cndorso the saying of onc of the most bril-
liant expositurs of her principles, who onc day, while
descanting upon the pleasures of farming, remarked
to us, * Agricullure is & noble pursuit; the farmer.

gir, is a creator.”” Holding such opinions, then, your
roaders will perccivo that in this,and in the succeed-
ing papers which wo hope to have the privilege to
present to them in the pages of Tex CaNaDA FARMER,
the honour of the scionce or art will by no means
suffer at our hands, nor will her dignity be lessened
or compromised. We purpose, in these papers, to
lay before your readers a fairly complete and ex-
haustive rela‘ion of all that happens throughout the
year in connection with events wud topics which are
likely to be of practical interest, and which take
place and arise in the various distticts of Great
Britain.  While noticing all matters having relativn
to practice, we do not intend to overlook thuse which
are connected with theory, bearing ever in mind
the true connection which onght to subsist between
them.  Thus wuch by way of prefuce, for the length
of which we pray your readers to pardon us—and this
they will do, we feel assured, on looking at the title
of our paper, which comprehends a pretty wide
license in the way of talking. These papersare
intended to be characterized by all the peculiarities
of gossip; we shall thus be free to say what we have to
say without being trammelled by the necessities of a
strict clussification of subjects. We shall * scize the
humour as it flies;” we shall go from theme to
theme, from a fact of one kind to that of quite an
opposite character -* from grave to gay, fivin lively
to severe;” but with all this, not forgetting what the
object of our papers is—to communicateinformation-
that it is uot fo much how we say a thing as that we
must bave som>thing to say.

The great event of the month has been the Smith-
ficld Club Cattle Show, held in the Agricultural
Hall, Islington. This is oune of the most important, if
not the most important, of all our Stock Shows. No
Sudiety has done more to improve the breed of onr
cattle, sheep and pigs, than has the Smithfield Club,
and its mectings, therefore, are always looked for-
ward to with great interest by farmers, as there will
be found displayed the very best of tho animals of
each class which the various districts of the kingdom
can furnish. In conscquence of the Catde Plague or
Rinderpest, the interests of the Club have been ma-
terially influenced, if we cannot say injureil, so fa
as the exhibition of cattle is concerned, through the
restrictions placed upon the movements of cattle
from onc district to another, and which prevented
cattle forming. for some time, a feature of the An-
nual Show. For the first tune since the breaking out
of the Plague, cattle were this year exhibited, but
under the restriction or stipulation, that all were
to be slaughtered within ten days of the closing of
the Show. From this it may be supposed thata con-
siderable jnfluence of a deterrent kind was at work
to prevent the Show from being so very well attend-
ed by breeders a8 might otherwise have Leen the
case. Notwithstanding this restriction, and further,
noiwithstanding the comparatively short notice
which breeders bad th.t an exbibition of catile would
be permitted at all—for at one tine this was very
doubtful—the number of stock exhibited far excced-
cd the number shown in 1861, which was the {ast
year at which the Show was beld at Baker Sirect
Bazaar, the crush and crowd in thc confined gal-
lerics of which some of your readers may perhaps
have bad experience. Thusin 1861, taking all classes,
tbe number of classes cxbibited was 169, aganst 213
in this year. Onc very rcmarkable feature, and
wortby of spccial notico here, as illustrative of the
chango of vicws of breedars with reference to purity
of breed as agaiost cross dbreeds for fattening pur-
pases, which has taken place within tho last few
yoars, is shown in the returns for 1861 snd those for
1867. Thus in 1861, while the cross breeds ouly
numbered 8, in 1867 they had doubled ; while, on
the other hand, there has heen a remarkable coinci-
dence in tbe number cxhibited in the two ycars
in the rure breeds. with the exceotion of the

Herefords, which have more than doubled. We
need scarcely wonder, however, at the increasing
cstimation in which cross breds for fattening purpoe-
scs are held, when we consider the rapid manner in
which they increaso in wcight, and the high price
which they now bring. The breed preferred for
crossing is the Shorthorn generally, which for this
purpuse js used cverywhere. Pure-bred cattle in
some districts have gone alinost quite out, notably in
Scotland, where the cattlo are nearly all cross-breds.
One thing scems pretty well established from the ex-
perience of the mure recent cattle markets, that more
mouey is to be got out of a herd of cross-breds than
out of one of pure-breds.  Upon this point we shall
have sometling more to say at a future period.

To return to the display of stock at the Smithficld
Show, we have already noted that in spite of the re-
strictions upon the cattle department, the display
was wonderfully good, both in number of animale
and in quabity. At the same time we are not inclined
to characterize this year's display in tho high terms
employed by some critics,~rather, indced, are we
inclined to think thiat, as a whole, the points of the
animals o not even in the best of the exhibits come
up to, certainly they do not go beyond, the standard
offered by the cxbibits of former yecars; while in
many cases they fall fav below it. It is much more
casy to indulge in the language of indiscriminato
than in that of diseriminate praige. Thus, in respect
of the Polled Ox (in the class of Scotch Polled
Steers or Oxen of any age) exbibited by thce celebra-
ted breeder, Mr. W. McCombie, of Tillyfour, Aber-
deenshire, Scotland, all sorts of high-lown expres-
sions have bLeen used—of which that of wonder-
ful ™" is probably the least highly spiced. Yet, to
our mind this undoubtedly fine Ux, and which in
many respuets deserved the first prize which it ob-
tained, was certainly more * wondeiful” in respect
of its buge bulk and proportons, than of its hand-
some symmetry—indeced, this is scarcely the term to
use respecting it, for from the thickness with which
the flesh was got up to, and the irregularity with
which it was laid on, symmetry was not at all appar-
cut. Such, bowever, was the animnal, as a whole, and
such the reporis which had been made of it, that
ler Majesty conceived a desice to inspect it person-
ally, for which purposc this Bechemoth of the bovine
breed was gent down by Express to Windsor—an
oficr of him at the same time accompanying him
from the owner. This present, however, and a8 we
think with good taste, Her Majesty did not accept,
but ordered a ¢ Royal baron of beef”? from him to be
forwarded by the butcher who might. kill bim. He
has been secured for this purpose by Messrs. Lidatone
and Scarlett for the sum or £120 sterling—-$600—a
rather “tall ** price, as a Yankee would designate it.

Having named Her Majesty in connection with
one featurc of this Show, wo arc naturally reminded
that Ier Majesty was herself an cxhibitor in the
clags of Devon steers, not exceeding two ycars and
six months old ; in which sbe took one first prize.
This was a finc animal, not of great size, but bean-
tifully formed, with fine quality of flesh. In the
class of Iicreford stecrs, not cxcceding threc years
and six months, her Majesty was also an cxhibitor,
and the winner of the scoond prize; Mr. Beach, of
Dudley, taking the first prize for an animal by no
means remarkable for fineness, althongh posseming
atlcast one very good point. Although the Here-
ford breed is more distinguished sor producing good
fatteners rather than milkers, still somo of the latier
are very fine. At the Show, Mr. Bettridge, of Eust
Hapnay, took tho first prize in the class of cows
ahove four years old, with an animal which, for some
points, cxcels any other which has been previously
exinbited—tbo line from back or chino to ramp, with
the depth of the frame, being something specially
worthy of notice. In the Shorthorn Stecrs: not-ex-
ceeding tvo years and six months, the Duke of

Satherland touk the first prize with an animal baviag



