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Lowland Farming.

Col. Wanng, who contnibutes to the eolumns of the
American Agriculturist a series of arhicles entitled
*“Ogden Farm Pap2rs,” has b2en touring in Earope,
and inthe November number of the journal foc which
he writes, gives a very interesting account of the
methods pursued in Holland, by which vast areas of
Iow, wot, aud at onc time, submerged lands, have
been transformed into smiliag and productive fields
By these methods, the former abodes of fishes have
become the seats of the mast prosparous agriculture
in Europe, and there can be n» doubt they might L.
imitated to advantage in many paits of the wostern
wored It would not require more energy than has
already availed to turn vast spazes of dense forest
into cleared and fraitiul Al © t auform wide
strotches of marsh anl swamp it Ty distunts !
great value and utility.

The system adopled has bron st by callose laa
Taiug anl wet lands with dyhus or caclh walls, ainu
thon pamp out the water by mzans of waad-nulls, o
staam-pumps  [n aom: cases, after the water hae
firen removed, only bals of barren p2at, scveral fudt
or yards deep have baen found.  But such has bzan
tho perseveran.. of that hardy and industrions paople,
that by elow degrecs the pzat g brea cat up, dried
and madeints ful, sUipps]l anay ia veescls, and
tebarn cargies of ol and Cty acfuse deposited in ate
placo  Embankel canalz, high abo. . theleiol of the
fields, furai:h roady means of tranaportation ior pro
duco during the navigable season, anlin winter, cven
the Datch girls go to markoet on shates, carrying
bagl.cta 1) of 231 up their heads, and balancing
them with wonlerful dexterity, as they purform the
fancy movement 5o well known to fancy skaters as
the ““Putch roll ™ To show on what a large suale
thess 3mprovemunts hias e been, and are Luing effected
Col. Waring says :—

¢ Arrangements are already bewng made for the
drammage of the Zuyder Zee, & work which wall cost
over £50,000,009, and which will take twelve yoars for
itspreporanion alone ' When thacnormous dyke shall
havo been buiit, and new channols shall have heen
made for the rivers wiuch flow into it, it will take
the sixty-threo enormous steam-engines soveral years
{working mght and day) to pump outats water, which
has an arca of about 500,000 acres, and an average
dopth of about ten fect. A survey haa been made
of the whole bottom, and the plan of unprovement
mclades the division of the land, and the construction
of the canals (for drainage aud for commumeation)
which are to serve the futaie generations wineh are
to aliabit 1. This schemo would seein wild and
inpassible were it not for the eaperienco of Haarlem
lake, which lies within a few amles of i, Tlus
magnificent farming distriet was only twenly hve
yeurs ago a n:wlg.ﬂ)fe sea, about sixteen nules long,
aud seven miles wido. It lay between tho citics of
A}nswrd'nm and liaarlem, its surface nearly level
with their strects, and threatening them biath with

destruction during heavy storms. As a measure of
stfety it was determined to anmihilate it. It wa.
surcounded by two immense dykes over thirty miles
lung, inclosing a canal, and three engines with a com-
biued force of 1,200 horse-power were set at work to
pump out its waters. At the end of 3} years of
incegsant activity, its bottom was laid dry, and now
its 45,000 acres, lying about fourteen feet below the
lavel of the sca, are busy with the production of food
fiy the cities which the Iake so lately menaced.”

To illusteats the style of farming which 13 pursued,
~omz accoant 13 given of a vimt paud to the farm of a
M Wouter Stuis, which is situated near a neat old
Dateh villag:, in the very centre of what was wice
the ** Beemnster Lske,” drawed 239 years ago, and
furnishing about 17,039 acres of what 1s now among
the richest daury farming lands in Holland,  Tass dis-
trict lica aboub twelve feet helow the level of the sea,
113 sarroaa Ll by a caaal, wto which its dramage
i pamped by tfty-four enormous wind-mulls, which
w ok only i winter, and after heavy rains, The
fam visited vonssts of 123 acies, aad 15 valued at
$30J paracre.  Oaly tivelve acres are plonghed each
vewr, the remunder bemg kept in clover and grass.
I"1¢ fizlds are divided by ditches, which answer the
Lol parpoz of drains anl munature canals, m
which hay and manure are conveyed by means of
boats  The stock consists of 43 cows, 24 head of
seung horned stock, 3 horses, 160 shecep, and about
1) gwine. The cows are of the Dutch breed, bred
aad selectzd for dairy gualities, and judged when
yoang, mainly accordwg t> the escuteheun, ' or
“milkantrror” standard of Gueava, wluch 15 cousid
ercl in Wolland an unfailing index to the milh-promise
¢ a heifer calf  Such as, aveording to lus rule, are
thoaght inferior, are sent to the butcher.  The sherp
are of high excellence, being crussed with puze
animals from English cxlibitions.

The chief industry of this and the adjacent farms, 13
the production of the wcll known Duich cheeses oi
commerce, weighing about four pounds cach, anl
looking very much likc cannon Lalls, We omit the
Colonel's account of their manuiacture, lest thus
article should grow tedious.

Mr Sluis’s farmstead 1s 32 wmque, and so cowm-
pletely illustrative of what 13 common mn Holland,
that we canuot resist the temptation of quoting the
description of 1t 1n full It has one feature about 1t
which was embodic? 'n an engraving of a model
Canadian farmestead, v nch appeared n this journal
a short timo since  \V refer to the arrangement by
which the dwelling an:t ther farmn bwldings arc con-
nccted, so that access «an be had to all of them with-
out gomgout-of-doors  Wehehenve that for achmate
such as ours. this is a very destrable arrangement,
and far preferable to the commen plan of having long
distances between the louse and bara, venderag the
passage bietween them at ncluneat, stormy, and
snon -drifting times, a most farnudable undertahiag.
We do not advocate the Dateh plan precisely, ot
having all uuder one roof. but we are strongis m
favor of connecting the buldings by shedsand v ered
r.\ss,\gcs, and having an enclosed area in the centre

Tore 13 the description of Mr. Sluis's homestead : —

“One thing

of w.aly alt!

about this farm (and the same 13 true
farms in Holland) strikes the Ameriean
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very oddly. There twas but one building of an
rta’x;co oK the whole farm—.an enormous, brou{
Vbuilding, with a * hooded ' gable at the front
ad all covered with ved tiles.” The front part
' house—spacious and comfortable, and with
b are bits of old furniture, sad Japancse pottery,
a .ne fine books, which gave it an sit_of decided

in :st. Back of this (and opening into it), occupy-
uy e whole width of the bumldiug, was the cow-
sta  with two rows of mangers, au i water-troughs
flan a central alley, which is floored with bricks.
‘The roughs are simply depr:esions or gutters
at th of this alley, and are alse of brick.” They
are fil »m a pump at onc end, and e water is

let off (a. pieasure) at the other.  The cuns standon
a raised earthen floor, #hich has & br.o\ wall {o sup-
port its rear part. Behind them is »~ decp manure
trough, which retains the solid droppitg+, and allows
the urine to flow to a hquudimanure cistern, which
accumalates afl the hiquid refuse of the establishment,
anl which has a pump for filhng the {aud-cart for
sprinkling the meadows. During sumieer, when th_e
cattle are congtantly in the ficld, the carthen floor is
covered with handsome Duteh tiles. At the timo of
our visit, this stable was so scrupulously clean and
bright that we mistook it for a huge milk reom.
Back of the stable (in the loft over which the cheeses
are seasoned) arvo tho hay-loft, the checse factory,
horse stables, waggon house, tool sheds, cte. Toonr
American 1deas, this closo contiguity of stable and
dwelling seemed at least odd, but it is the maversal
custom i this almost absurdly clean and well-washed
land, even among the wealthiest farmers, and there
are many who count their riches by hundreds of
thousands.”

The unplemeats, vehicles, aud agncultaral pro-
cesses an vogue among the farmars of Holland, would
scem ta be tather primutive and rude, but the wndustry
of the people makes up for all disadvantages, and
while Canadian and Amsrican farmers complain that
theis's 1s an unprofitable business, with all the facili-
ties natare has given them, these plodding Dutchmen
manage to make thsir business pay, and many of them
not only get a comfortable living, but actually grow
rch.  Col. Waring well remarks 1 concluding Ins
instructive paper :—

*“ As farmers and as people wo can learn from them
out lesson of the utmost value—that is in the matter
of making the waste wet places of the carth to blos-
anm like the vose  The hundreds of thousands of
acres of marsh Isnds along our sea-boards and our
uver-bottorns need far less outlay than the Duatch
morasses to rival tho wonderful fortility to which
they havo attamned ; and we can learn from them the
best manner of making the reclamations. ™

ARE ALL POTATOE3 ALIKE LIABLE TO ATTACK. —
During the course of our inspection, wo frequently
met with gardens and fields containing two or more
kinds of potatocs, and observed in many instinccs
one sort was very much more affected by the insect
than the others. The Meshannock is particularly
hable to attack, while the Early oso and Peach
Blow are less 80 ; but where the Iatter are the only
varieties planted, these insccts do not hesitato to
devour them,  Theonly practical suggestion we can
make m reference to this point is, that it might be
woll to plant o few of such sorls as are most Jiable Lo
b myured, so as to attract the larger proportion of
the msects ¢o one spot, and thus enable the cullivator
to destrov them with less Iabor and expense —
Colonial Farmer,



